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The last few weeks have been a fantastic end to a great year at York High. So much 
has happened including National School Sports Week, our Annual Prize Giving, The 
West of York Music Festival and most recently a superb production of Romeo and 
Juliet. These events are just a flavour of what makes our school such an exciting and 
rewarding place to work and contribute to the enormous sense of pride I have in the 
work of my colleagues and the achievements of our young people. 

As a Headteacher I always reflect back on the school year at this time and I think that 
one of the most important developments in the last 12 months has been the real 
strengthening of relationships between York High and our partner Primary Schools. 
Staff at all levels are meeting regularly to compare practice and to share ideas as well 
as working to ensure the transition to secondary school is as smooth as it can be and 
the benefits of these partnerships are becoming more apparent in the achievements of 
the young people at primary and secondary school. The Year 7 group joining us in Sep-
tember will be the largest we have ever had but also the best prepared and our chal-
lenge is to work with those pupils and their families to ensure they make excellent pro-
gress over the next five years. 

This is also the time of year when we welcome new staff and say goodbye to others. 
This year we will be saying farewell to: 

Mr Cowley – Deputy Headteacher 

Mrs Muress – Year 10 Leader 

Mr Harrison – Faculty Leader for Technology 

Miss Hood – Support Centre Leader 

Mrs McKeon – ICT Teacher 

Mrs Shouksmith – PE Teacher 

Mrs Cooke – Languages Teacher 

Miss Lacy – Science Faculty Assistant 

Mr Cole – Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Ara—Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Gallantree—Teaching Assistant 

Miss Dean—Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Gallantree has worked at Lowfield School and York High over many years and her 
skills and experience will be really missed. 

Mr Harrison is retiring. He also worked at Lowfield before becoming Faculty Leader at 
York High, where he has done a fantastic job in developing a Technology Faculty 
which contains a great team of staff and excellent facilities. 

Mrs Shouksmith has worked at Oaklands and York High for more than 20 years and as 
well as being an excellent teacher she has given many, many hours to allow young 
people to take part in sport outside of their normal lessons. 

Mrs Muress has done a great job leading her year group for the last four years and her 
year group and staff will miss her enormously but we know how excited she and her 
husband are at the prospect of their new lives and opportunities in Australia. 

Finally Mr Cowley joined Oaklands in 1997 and has been the deputy Headteacher re-
sponsible for Achievement since the opening of York High. In this role he has led the 
huge improvements in examination results in the last 6 years and it is no surprise that 
his new post involves working with schools across the country helping them make the 
progress he has led at York High. 

We are hugely grateful for the contribution all of these colleagues have made in mak-
ing York High the place it is today and we wish them well in their new careers or more 
sedate lifestyles! In the first newsletter of next term I will introduce the new staff who I 
am confident will continue to help us in our journey to becoming an outstanding school. 

It only remains for me to add a huge thank you everyone in our school       
community who have contributed to our progress this year. I hope that          
we have a sunny, restful and enjoyable break and I look forward to       
welcoming everyone back in September with the Ashes safely in       
English hands!  
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All parents and carers should be aware that the deadline for returning Parental Consent regarding Bio-
metric Data is fast approaching; if you wish your child to continue to use our biometric recognition sys-
tem in September 2013, you will need to return a consent form by 23 July 2013.   
 
For the last four years we have provided your child with a quick and effective service in our Library, Café 
and Canteen. The system which enables us to do so is based on pattern recognition which is gathered 
via points of measurement from an image of your child’s thumb print.   

 
Recent changes in the law covered under the Protection of Freedoms Act 
2012 (sections 26 to 28) have resulted in the DofE requesting all schools us-
ing biometric systems write to the parents of each child to request written con-
sent of at least one parent to enable your child to continue to use the biometric 
recognition systems.  You may recall that we wrote to you at the start of the 
year explaining how the system works and asking you to consider giving con-
sent to your child’s continued use of the system.   
 
If you have not yet returned a letter of consent, you can  download the paren-
tal consent form from our website. Please list all children’s names and details 
on this form before signing.  If you wish to return the form via email, you can 
scan the completed form and send the attachment to  
reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk  
 
 

Summer Term  

Biometric 

West of York Music Festival 

The very first joint music festival took 
place on July 1st. Acomb primary, Pop-
pleton road, St Barnabas, Woodthorpe, 
Westfield, Hob Moor Federation and 
Carr Junior School all joined pupils 
from York High School in an evening of 
varied entertainment. 

The items ranged from a Ukulele band 
to Shakespeare and a ‘big sing’ at the 
end where all performers sang ‘sing’ by 
Gary Barlow and Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber. The whole evening was a huge 
success and a donation of £48 was 
collected for Martin House Hospice for 
children in Boston Spa. 

Spelling Bee 

York High School hosted the annual ‘West of York Schools 
Spelling Bee Final’ on Friday 12th July.  

We welcomed the best spellers in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 from 
Westfield School, Woodthorpe Primary, Poppleton Road Pri-
mary, Hob Moor, Acomb Primary, St Barnabas and Carr Jun-
ior. Some of our year 7 students helped with important jobs 
such as marking the students spellings as they wrote them 
out on whiteboards on the stage in the main Hall. The event 
was a great success again this year, and all the staff and par-
ents who came to watch were amazed at the contestants 
spelling skills.  

 

Other primary schools in York are now holding spelling Bee 
competitions and for the first 
time this year a city wide 
Spelling Bee Final was held 
on Friday Afternoon at the 
new City of York council of-
fices. There were some nail - 
biting moments! We were 
very impressed at how brave 
the contestants were again 
and look forward to more suc-
cessful competitions next 
year. 

Art Display 

York High School students art work is 
being displayed in shops in Acomb 
centre as part of the Acomb  Dance, 
Arts and Music Festival. It will be dis-
played for approx 1 week and is a fa-
nastic showcase for our students tal-
ent. The event starts from Saturday 
20th July for one week. 
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Breakfast Club will start again from the begin-
ning of the Autumn Term.  

Everyone is welcome. Opens at 8am and 
closes at 8.30am. Last order for food is 
8.20am. 

Menu on offer: 

Bacon Sandwich  £1.20 

Toast   £0.20 

Toast and Jam £0.25 

Cereal   £0.65 

Toasted Teacakes £0.50 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

Items which are lost or misplaced by pupils are 
held at Pupil Reception.  

 

Please collect all items  
as soon as possible. Any 
items left will be donated 
to charity. 

 

 

Lost Property 

Black plimsolls and trainers will not be allowed 
from the start of the Autumn term.  

This was only temporary leading up to the sum-
mer break. All pupils will be expected to be in 
appropriate black  school shoes. 

Footwear  

Summer Term  

City of York Council is working with York schools 

to ensure that parents are aware of changes to 

the protocol around requests for leave of absence 

in term time, which will be made in September 

2013 by the Department for Education. 

These changes mean that Head Teachers must 

not grant any request for leave of absence unless 

in exceptional circumstances. Most often such 

requests for leave during term-time occur when 

parents seek time out of school for a family holi-

day.  

Leave of absence forms are still available from 
the school as we believe that it is important that 
we know where a student is even if we are unable 
to authorise the absence. 

Miss B D’Souza 
Attendance Officer 

Phone: 01904 555555 

Text: 01904500057 

E-mail: attendance@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

School Gateway 

We now have a new smart phone app School 
Gateway. The mobile message app is com-
pletely free, and cuts the costs of text messag-
ing. Great news as the money saved can be 
better used elsewhere.   

If you have a smart phone, you simply need to 
install the app from Google Play Store or Ap-
ple App Store.   

Full details of the app and installation instruc-
tions can be viewed on the school website. 

ww.yorkhighschool.co.uk 

 

Attendance Information 
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Romeo and Juliet 

This year’s school production was ‘Romeo And Juliet. It was also York High School’s first Shakespeare 
performance. To help us during rehearsals, Juliet from The York Theatre Royal came to help us with 
some scenes. Years 7-10 were in the play but we were also joined by the ‘First Verse’, our school sing-
ing group. They made us all proud with their beautiful vocals.  

We all enjoyed being part of ‘Romeo And Juliet’ because we could all work as an ensemble but we also 
had individual parts. Miss Long, Miss Duncan and Miss Albin really made the performance one to re-
member. James Dobson, Year 7 quoted : “It was a great experience and I would love to be in next year’s 
performance.” We give many thanks to Miss Albin, Miss Duncan and Miss Long for producing and direct-
ing such a great play. Thank you!!!   

Ruby Loftus and Beth Dobson Y7 

Tropical World 

A group of Year 9s were selected by their teachers to visit Tropical World and Roundhay Park in Leeds 
as a reward for their excellent attitude in Geography this year. 

On an appropriately boiling hot day they wandered around in the leafy collection of tropical plants, 
home to butterflies as big as footballs, crocodiles and lizards. The whole environment is controlled to 
replicate the rainforest ecosystem and features an “Amazon Tank” of weird and wonderful fish as well 
as a newly finished “Desert House” filled with crowd-pleasing Meerkats. It was fascinating to see such 
animals in conditions very similar to their natural habitat. 

After lunch the group checked out the beautiful kept gardens of Roundhay Park and had an impromptu 
game of Rounders (unfortunately won by Miss Pickup’s team). Thanks to everyone involved, staff and 
pupils, for a fun and informative day out.  

 

KS3 Party 

Year 9 have completed their KS3 Education and they celebrated in style on Wednesday evening in the 
sunshine. 123 pupils who had achieved 95% attendance from 1st May were invited to attend the fun eve-
ning with music, giant inflatable’s, food and an ice cream van. 

 A massive thank you to Maggie at Grahams Ices, Jim at Hog Roast Yorkshire and Jeff at Fun4Hire for 
making our evening by supporting York High School. 
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Aspire Week 

Here at York High School we have held our first ever Aspire week. We welcomed over forty employers to 
work with Year 10, providing our pupils with opportunities to consider their future pathways. We were 
delighted to welcome Kersten England, Chief Executive of City Of York Council, who addressed pupils 
and parents on the opening night.  

Throughout the week pupils took part in a wide variety of workshops focused around work-readiness, 
careers and the transferrable skills needed to achieve their aspirations when they leave school.   

We would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time to work with us and give our young people 
such a valuable experience.  

Tim Brookes Music Project 

7X4 have recently just done a project with Tim 
Brooks. We experimented on writing our own mu-
sic in groups then moved on to using instruments. 
We then got a chance to put all our music to-
gether including a link, and then recorded it and 
listened back to what we had all achieved! 

 

I found this project very fun and it was truly an 
experience and I really guarantee that other 
schools should do this more often so children can 
get the experience that I got to have. 

 

Thank You 

Jessica Pursey 7X4 

Mechanics Have Their Own Spanners 

Over the past few years York High School has seen significant changes for the better.  In 2011 we in-
troduced the new uniform and I believe that YHS students are now as smart as any students in York.  
In 2012 we introduced Respect Detentions for swearing and as a result the language used by our stu-
dents has improved significantly to the point that swearing is rarely heard in the school.   

 

From the start of September 2013 we will expect all of our students to have at all times: a pen, pencil, 
ruler and planner.  Currently the majority of our students have the correct equipment but certainly in 
Years 10 and 11 many students can arrive at a lesson without the correct 
equipment.  A pen, pencil and ruler can be bought at pupil reception for 20 
pence.  In the past we have always lent equipment, however one of the pur-
poses of school is to prepare our students for life. 

 

Would anybody take their car to a mechanic who asked to borrow a span-
ner? 

Proud of the School, Proud of Ourselves 

Points Makes Prizes 

A Massive Congratulations to the winners of the 
healthy eating ‘Points Makes Prizes’ campaign. 

The pupil with the most points in each year group 
won a £100 voucher. 

The winners of this were: 

Yr7 – Emily Hall 

Yr8 – Jordan Brown 

Yr9 – Connor Daniel 

Yr10 – Brendan Nelson 

The names of the 50 students with the top points 
were entered into a draw and the winner picked. 

The winner of the brand new mountain bike was 
Year 8 Warren Dix 

Congratulations to all our winners.  
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On the 1st of June 2013  Saturday morning around 9 o’clock 48 pupils and 5 teachers set off on their long 
journey to Barcelona.  After a restless 6 hour journey to Dover we boarded the ferry. Once we docked in 
Calais we boarded the coach to travel through France with our drivers Mick and Julie. On arrival at our 
Hotel in Tossa de Mar we unpacked eager to get out and go to the beach! After a relaxing afternoon we 
made our way back to our hotel to get the first taste of Spanish food. Returning from having our meal we 
went back into our rooms to have a chilled out night ready for the fun packed day in Barcelona sightsee-
ing and visiting the famous football stadium home to the best football team in the world Barcelona FC. 

The next morning the group all went down for their continental breakfast, everyone loved it! After finishing 
their food they all returned to their rooms to get ready for the great day ahead in Barcelona sightseeing. 
Once we arrived in Barcelona the first stop was Camp Nou football stadium. We spent a few hours look-
ing around seeing the pitch and the trophy room. For the rest of the afternoon everyone enjoyed a spot of 
sightseeing around Barcelona and went to splash their cash at Las Ramblas shopping street, before re-
turning to the resort to get ready for dinner and go to the beach. 

On Tuesday morning the troopers of York High went off to Girona 
market and spent 1 hour to look around the stalls. After that we all 
went off to water world lloret. After an afternoon of splashing 
about at the water park everyone made their way back on the 
coach to the restaurant at the hotel. Later that night we all got free 
time and went down to the beach to play football and chill out. 

The last full day came on Wednesday and everyone was ready for 
the biggest rollercoaster in Europe! It took 2 hours to get to the 
PortAventura theme park but it was worth the wait. Once we got 
there we were all free to go off and explore the theme park full of 

the biggest and fasted roller coasters in Europe for the rest of the day.  As the day was coming to an end 
everyone made their way back on to the coach to go back to the hotel for their last evening meal. 

The day everyone one was dreading came along where pupils and teachers had to pack to leave, but be-
fore we all made our way back to England we enjoyed our last few hours down at the beach catching 
what we could of the sun! As we left the beach for the last time to 
have our lunch at the hotel a sense of sadness came among every-
one.  After another long 22 hour journey travelling back through 
France and England we finial arrived back at York High School to be 
welcomed by all parents and friends.  In the whole it was an amazing 
week for all the pupils and teachers to remember, and also bringing 
the sun back with us was a bit of a bonus for everyone!  

Callum Atkins and Caitlan Elliott 

Barcelona 

Issue Summer 

Race for Life 2013 

 
41 pupils and 9 members of staff completed the Race for Life York, 
in June.  Four pupils who missed the York Race for Life due to being 
on a school trip travelled to Doncaster to complete their event. Train-
ing sessions were held three months prior to the event to prepare 
pupils for their 5k run. A total of £473 was raised. 

Keep your eyes peeled for this event next year to run as part of the 
York High School group. A massive well done to all. 

Race for Life 
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Exam Results 

Year 11 Prom 

The 27th June 2013 saw York High School light up the Marriott Hotel for their Prom’ Ball gowns and bow 
ties, dancing and grooving until midnight! Students arrived in style ranging from Porsche’s to limousines! 

They all looked amazing!! 

 

Each and every student had earned their place and were rewarded with a fun and exciting prom. The 
photo booth went down a storm and provided everyone with brilliant memories of the night! 

The ice-cream van provided a great way for the students to cool down after boogying on the dance floor! 

This was a fitting end to 5 years of hard work and dedication at York High School. I wish all of our stu-
dents the best for their future whatever they hold. 

A big well done also, to the prom king and queen, Ronnie Langstaff and Rebecca Parker who looked 
stunning on the night. 

All pictures from the prom can be viewed on the school website. 

 

Well done and good luck to the class of 2013!! 
 

Ms Evans 
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York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date with al the latest News and Events.  

To ‘Like’ our official Facebook page go to the  

homepage of our school website and click on the Facebook  icon.  

 

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact k.tattersfield@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

Autumn Term 
Monday 2nd September - Training Day 

Tuesday 3rd September - Start of New Term 

Friday 25th October– Training Day 

Monday 28th October– Half Term Holidays 

Monday 4th November - Second half of Term Starts 

Friday 20th December - Last Day of Term 

Spring Term 2014 
Monday 6th January - Start of New Term 

Monday 17th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 24th February - Second Half of Term Starts 

Friday 4th April - Last Day of Term 

Summer Term 
Tuesday 22nd April - Start of New Term 

Monday 26th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 2nd June - Second Half of Term Starts 

Friday 22nd June - Training Day 

Friday 18th July - School Finishes for Summer 

Monday 21st July - Training Day 

Tuesday 22nd July - Training Day 


