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Most mornings I watch the BBC News as I eat my breakfast and then 
I have a second round of news listening to 5Live in the car on the way 
to school. There have been times this year when everything has felt 
like bad news. Looking at the international news in Syria, Africa and 
elsewhere, more locally the proliferation of food banks, reductions in 
services, child protection concerns and so it continues. It would be 
very easy to become pessimistic but as a Headteacher you always 
have the benefit of working with amazingly committed colleagues and 
fantastic young people who give you the energy to keep going. Both 
of these groups of people shape the future and as we come to the 
end of another year and celebrate the Christmas Story it is a good 
time to reflect on what we have achieved and what we hope for the 
future. 
 

In the course of 2014 the staff and young people at York High have 
achieved so much. It is my privilege as a Headteacher to be aware of 
many of the circumstances and challenges that some of our young 
people face. Although it obviously isn’t appropriate to share these 
confidential matters what I can share with you is that these young 
people inspire me every day in my work with the way they overcome 
those challenges and achieve so much. The essence of our school is 
that whatever a young person’s needs we will try to give them hope 
and help them to fulfil their dreams. Sadly it isn’t always possible but 
never under estimate the lengths to which the team of staff at York 
High, working with families, will go in this regard. 
 

Looking ahead to 2015 the challenge for all of us, staff, families and 
young people is to try to be even better than we were last year. The 
world is changing fast and the expectations of schools and young 
people are not excluded from that change. None of us can just keep 
working harder and harder so we need to find more effective ways of 
working, especially in our work in the classroom and in equipping our 
students with the skills they need for their lives after school. The new 
year will bring the general election and no doubt a new set of chang-
es in schools but change always brings with it opportunities and we 
will be looking to take advantage of these to secure the very best for 
the young people and community that we work with. 
 

It remains only to wish pupils, parents and colleagues a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas. Thank you all for your hard work and support 
this year and I look forward to working with you all to make 2015 an-
other exciting, rewarding and successful year for York High School. 
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Homework  

We believe that homework can play an im-
portant part in a young person’s education as it  

 can support and accelerate the progress 
pupils make 

 reinforces classroom learning  

 develop independent learning skills  

 emphasises that the process of education 
extends beyond school 

 encourages pupils to learn more widely 
and deeply 

Therefore from January 2015, pupils will be 

set the following amounts of homework: 

At KS4 (Years 10 and 11) all subjects leading to 
a qualification will  set homework at least once 
every 2 weeks.  Catch-up/revision sessions after 
school can count as a homework in that subject. 

In Year 8 and 9 each pupil should expect, as a 
minimum, to complete one piece of homework 
per subject per half term.   

Year 7 pupils will have homework set in English, 
Maths, Science, MFL, History and Geography at 
least once every 2 weeks whilst other subjects 
will set homework once per half term if appropri-
ate. The maximum time any Y7 pupil is ex-
pected to spend on any one homework piece is 
30 minutes.  Many homework pieces will take 
less time than this. 

Support: 

In order to support this, YHS has set up a 
Homework Support provision each night.  This is 
available for all pupils who have homework to 

complete and want help or a space to do it.  It is 
also available for pupils who need help catching 
up on work from any lessons missed.  Pupils 
can also be referred to this support if they have 
repeatedly failed to complete work set.  

How can parents help support independent 

‘home’ learning/homework? 

Where parents and/or carers are able to offer 
support at home it can be of great help to their 
child and also encourages their child to develop 
positive attitudes to learning, both in and out of 
school, and this helps them to make the most of 
their future. 

Top Tips for Parents 

 Check your child’s planner to see what 
homework they have 

 Make time and space for homework to be 
completed 

 Lend a hand 

 Draw your child’s attention to issues in the 
news or on the TV that arise that are linked 
to the topics being studied 

 Remove distractions 

 Check how they are getting on 

 Give praise 

When your child doesn’t have set homework en-
courage them to read or give them a maths 
problem to solve so they stay in the homework 
routine. 
 

Thank you for your support  

Autumn Term 

Year 9 Options  

Please note the following important dates for 
Year 9 pupils making their choices for next 
year: 

16th January Year 9 Taster Day - Pupils 
have an opportunity to try out GCSE options 
for next year. 
 

2nd February Pathways Evening - Parents 
and pupils are invited to come into school to 
speak to staff regarding their option choices. 
 

12th February Options Deadline - All option 
choices must be made by this date. 

New Free School Texting App  
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Organised by NYBEP and based at York High, 
Connecting Communities is a FREE half term 
event for families from across Acomb and the 
surrounding areas. The aim is to provide a day 
of fun-filled activities and interactive workshops 
that will appeal to the whole family focusing on 
Health & Wellbeing, Personal Finance, Cultural 
Diversity, Employability, Community Action and 
Volunteering.  
 

Like our page www.facebook.com/541York and 
follow us on Twitter @541York for ongoing up-
dates. The event will take place Thursday 19th 
February, 10am - 2pm. We look forward to see-
ing you all there!     

Being new to YHS and wanting to make my mark on my classes, I racked my brains all summer on how 
I was going to make languages fun and exciting! I mean, they were for me! So I decided, through my 
‘culture’ module with one of my lovely Year 8 classes, that I would combine my 2 main passions – lan-
guage and dance (Zumba). Zumba, after all, includes a lot of Spanish dance styles and music influ-
ences so why not?! 

Feeling unsure on how they would respond I asked them at the end of one lesson what they thought of 

the idea. Dreading they would hate it, I mentally prepared myself for the worst. 27 hands flew straight 

up! So 3 weeks ago, I spoke to Miss Evans, (Head of Year) booked the Hall, sorted out the music and 

away we went. The students were amazing; not only did they give 120% (sorry Maths teachers!) but 

they got the steps extremely quickly. I was particularly impressed with some of the boys who were total-

ly ‘busting a groove’. They even asked when they could do it again next.  “Doing Zumba was really fun. 

Even though it was a one-off session I would love to do something similar again. It made the whole 

class get involved with Spanish in a fun way and definitely built our confidence with the class. It has 

made me like Spanish even more than I did at the beginning of the year. I 

didn’t think it could be that fun. Thanks Miss.” (Shannon Wears) 

“The Zumba class was dead exciting and thrilling. I would really like to do 

it again, or something similar. It made learning Spanish culture a little dif-

ferent than things Miss explains in the classroom, and I don’t like being in 

the classroom so it was good that way too.” (Tom Mercer)            

                                                                                                     Miss King                                                                                                                         

Zumba Attack  

Community Event  Kids Lit Quiz  
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Eight students in Year 7 and 8 took part in the 
National Kid’s Lit Quiz at King James’ School 
in Knaresborough on 18th November. It was 
the Yorkshire heat and we competed against 
lots of other schools from around the region.  
 

The competition was tough! The questions 
were on a range of children’s Literature and 
famous authors. Our teams did really well and 
made us proud, each winning one of the 10 
heats, gaining a certificate and a free book. 
We didn’t win overall but there’s always next 
year! Congratulations to our contestants for 
competing, it was a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Updating Medical Information 

It is very important medical details and general contact details are kept up to date on our sys-
tem in  case of an emergency. If there has been any change that you feel may be relevant 
please do not hesitate to contact our reception and they will direct you to the correct area to 
make changes. It is also very important that we are informed if your child suffers from asthma. 
The department of health has recently issued new guidance to schools regarding the use of 
asthma rescue inhalers. School now has the discretion to hold an inhaler for emergency use 
i.e. if the pupils own inhaler is broken or empty, however we must have written consent from 
the parent /carer.  

http://www.facebook.com/541York
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Autumn  Term 

Spring Term  

Monday 5th January  - Start of new term      

  Friday 13th February - Training Day       

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 23th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April - End of Term Holidays   

 

Summer Term  

Monday 13th April - Start of new term        

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 1st June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 26th June - Training Day    

Friday 17th July - Last day of Term 

Monday 20th July - Training Day    

 

Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 27th January - Year 11 Parent’s Evening     

Friday 30th January - Year 11 Photograph Day  

Tuesday 10th February - Year 9 Parent’s Evening     

Tuesday 10th March - Year 7 Parent’s Evening     

Tuesday 5th May - Year 10 Parent’s Evening  

 

 

Term Dates  

Three of our Year 8 English classes were lucky to 
work with Tony from YOYO on the theme of ‘Finding 
Peace in War’. They watched a dramatic performance 
of the famous ‘Christmas Day Football Match’ story 
from World War One, and then read and performed 
some poetry about the ideas of making peace and 
finding some hope in conflict situations. Students then 
wrote some of their own poems in a variety of forms 
including acrostic, shape 
poems and poems with 
different voices/ narrators, 
using  techniques such as 
personification to make 
their writing really come 
alive. The poem below 
was written by Luke Mor-
ris and Ben Moss: 

The Christmas Game 

Standing on the centre circle of silence. 

For the two minutes that count 

Climbing out of the trenches, and over the mount… 

Holding the ball ready for a game, 

Not scared any more, no more shame 

I shout “Want a game?” 

As if no one is to blame. 
 

We start as the whistle blows, 

No aggression, this is what we show. 

It’s about the game, not the score, 

It doesn’t matter anymore. 
 

It’s all about the game. 

I shout their name! 

I love the feeling of pure air in my face 

I hit the ball in exactly the right place 

The lace of my boot, 

The way I shoot , 

It makes them all mute… 

There was never any blame,                  

all we wanted was the Christ-mas game!        

Last Ever PRINTED Newsletter 

We are moving with the times and saving 
the planet in the process by discontinuing 
the printed edition of our school newsletter. 
This will be the last printed edition of the 
newsletter.  
 

The newsletter will from now on be emailed 
to Parents, displayed on our school website 
and on our Facebook and Twitter pages, 
facebook.co.uk/yorkhighschool. Please en-
sure we have your current email address by 
emailing t.bottom@yorkhighschool.co.uk  
with your child's name and tutor group to 
ensure you receive an copy of electronic 
newsletter in the future. If you do not have 
access to email or a computer please 
phone 01904 555 557 to advise you would 
still like a printed copy of the newsletter 
sent to you.  


