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In this Issue: 

 

Despite my science background telling me it is not possible, it certainly is the case that 
time goes more quickly as you get older! I cannot believe another school year is al-
most complete. As always it has been another exciting and successful year for York 
High. At our annual prize giving we always include a photo presentation from all of the 
things that have happened in the year and it gets longer each year because there is 
so much going on. As you will see from the rest of this newsletter the pace has not 
slowed as we get to the end of term. 
 

There are two items I would like to mention in particular. Firstly it was my privilege to 
speak with some of our Year 10 students, Edward Bagnall, Josh Jackson and Megan 
Steel, at the York Fairness Conference at the beginning of June. Our contribution   
received front page coverage in the York Press and it was inspiring to hear York High 
students speaking so powerfully about the feelings of young people about these     
issues. Secondly as a whole school we were very proud that Mr. Sims was invited to 
speak on behalf of York High at the start of the York Pride March in June. He spoke 
about the work we had done as a school community to combat homophobic bullying 
and equality issues more generally.  These two items underline our commitment as a 
school not just in examination results but to challenging our young people to play their 
part in the wider world and consider issues of moral and social importance. It also 
means that our PRIDE values are genuinely at the heart of what we do. 
 

On a different note as it is the end of the year we have a number of staffing changes 
ready for September. This means a number of colleagues will be moving on. I would 
like to thank all of them for their contribution to York High and our predecessor 
schools. In particular I must say a huge thank you to Mrs Cartwright for all of her work 
over many years, especially for the many concerts and productions she has been   
involved in. 
 

These are the staff who will be leaving York High at the end of term:  

Mr Aung – Science Technician 

Mr Elwood and Miss Kaye – Faculty Assistants 

Miss Klays and Miss Harrison – Teaching Assistants 

Mrs Cayton and Mrs Bye – Behaviour Managers 

Mrs Byrne – Teacher of English 

Mrs Cartwright – Teacher of Music 

Mrs Cole – Teacher of English 

Miss Thompson – Teacher of Science 

Mrs Cavanagh – Teacher of Dance 

Mrs Marshment and Mrs Graham will be going on maternity leave 
  

Finally I would like to thank parents, governors, colleagues and most of all our young 
people for their support and hard work this year. Whilst there are moments as a 
Headteacher when you wonder why, there is never a day when I don’t get out of bed 
and look forward to coming to work, and this is entirely due to all of the people I come 
in to contact with every day. Having said that I am looking forward to my summer    
holiday and I hope you are too. 

 

Have a great summer. 
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The Annual Prize giving evening took place 
on the 19th June. The Director of Children’s 
Services, Jon Stonehouse was the guest of 
honour. Mr Stonehouse presented awards to 
students for their academic achievement and 
contribution to the life of York High in the last 
school year. Mr Stonehouse said “It was an 
inspirational evening and a pleasure to meet 
the young people and their families.” 
 

The highlight of the evening was the presen-
tation of three special awards. Firstly the 
Trooper Ashley Smith Award donated in 
memory of the former Oaklands student who 
gave up his life in Afghanistan in 2011. The 
winner was Sam Backhouse for his commit-
ment and contribution to PE and Sport. Sec-
ondly the Olympian award presented to the 
student who most represents the Olympic 
and Paralympic Values which are at the cen-
tre of the ethos of York High. The 2014 win-
ner was Beth Johnson, a Year 11 student, 
recognising her hard work, determination and 
commitment in all areas of the school but 
particularly her work developing and support-
ing younger students. I hope they feel as 
proud as I do of their success. 

Finally, the Dolly Cooper Award is a financial 
bursary given to a Year 11 student to help 
them fulfil their ambitions. The winner this year 
was Cameron Barker who will use the award 
to help him work with disadvantaged commu-
nities with the hope of gaining experience to 
secure a career in the Civil Service or Politics, 
an ambition that Mrs Cooper, a former Lady 
Mayor, would have fully supported. 
 

Mr Ellis said “Our Prize giving is a highlight of 
the school year and it was a wonderful cele-
bration of the achievements of our young peo-
ple. I hope they feel as proud as I do of their 
success. 

First Head Boy and Head Girl at YHS Flamingo Land   
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As the first ever Head Boy and Head Girl 
at York High it was a great privilege for us 
to be able to show the former Lord Mayor, 
Clr Julie Gunnell and her consort around 
the school. We made sure she was given 
a very warm welcome whilst showing off 
the facilities we have at York High School.   
 

Following on from the tour we conducted an inauguration speech in front 
of our parents, carers, junior leadership team , prefects, staff and other 
pupils.  In this speech we expressed our gratitude and pride at being se-
lected in the role of Head Boy and Head Girl and how we relish the chal-
lenges that have been set for us. 
 

Speaking at the annual awards evening in front of a packed hall was very 
nerve racking but it was another challenge and we conquered it. Our aim 
is to inspire pupils to be part of the school leadership team, to believe they 
can do it and have the confidence to put themselves forward as leaders.          

Liam Cates & Sasha Green, Year 10, Junior Leadership Team  

On Friday 14th July 400 
students and 39 staff 
went to Flamingo 
Land.  After three years 
of rain the weather was 
glorious leading to many 
members of staff and 
students catching a bit 
too much sun. 

It is a lovely atmosphere 
and the students are 
always a credit to the 
school. 
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Year 11 Prom 

The 26th June 2014 saw York High School take 
over the Hilton Hotel for their end of year Prom 
celebration evening. We had everything! Ball 
gowns and bow ties, magnificent hair, dazzling 
jewellery, cheesy grins and cute couples, photos 
upon photos and of course lots of movers and 
shakers on the dance floor!  
 

Students arrived in style ranging from Jaguars, 
VW Camper vans and even an army truck! They 
all looked amazing! Each and every student had 
earned their place and were rewarded with a fun 
and exciting prom. The photo booth went down 
a storm and provided everyone with brilliant 
memories of the night! This was a fitting end to 
five years of hard work and dedication at York 
High School. I wish all of our students the best 
for their future whatever they hold. 
 

Congratulations to the prom king and queen, 
Callum Fraser and  Shannon Bryszkiewski who 
looked absolutely stunning on the night. All pic-
tures from the prom can be viewed on the 
school website. Well done and good luck to the 
class of 2014!! 

Mr Walker 
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We had a lovely time on the Year 9 residential trip to 
London. On day one we arrived in London at about 
1pm for the visit to the Natural History Museum, where 
we spent some time in the Dinosaur room trying to 
convince one of our students that the T-Rex wasn’t re-
al. In the afternoon we walked through Hyde Park and 
window shopped down Oxford Street to have tea at 
Pizza Hut. The waiter serving our group said “they 
were the best behaved and politest school group he 
had ever served”. Great stuff. We then walked on to 
Covent Garden to see some of the buskers and street 
musicians, then caught the coach to the hotel. 
 

Day two was an early start helped by a full cooked breakfast, arriving at the London Dungeons for 
our first attraction of the day. An hour and half of screams, terror and goriness later the group came 
out of the Dungeons looking a little worse for wear especially Mrs Nicholas (who spent most of the 
time with several girls hanging on her arms with fright) and Mr Clayton who was tried and found 
guilty of several very grim criminal acts and was sentenced accordingly. We then moved on to the 
London Eye, the views across London were amazing and we were lucky to have such a sunny day 
to make the most of them. A short stroll (although the students would say “it was miles!”) over 
Westminster Bridge, past the Houses of Parliament, No. 10 Downing Street and up Charing Cross 
Road back to Oxford Street so they could spend some time shopping and having tea. The evening 
was spent being enthralled by the fabulous performance of The Lion King at the Lyceum Theatre, 
where the students behaved brilliantly.  
 

On the third day we had a great day out at Thorpe Park theme park, plenty of thrilling rides, junk 
food, and massive cuddly bears to be won (Mr Parker!). The bear took pride of place next to the 
driver all the way home. 
 

In all we had a great time, the students were fantastic and a pleasure to be with. Many thanks to 
the staff who attended and helped to make it all go so smoothly, Mr Clayton for not letting me get 
lost in London, Mrs Nicholas and Mrs Appleyard for sorting the girls out and Mr Parker for sitting at 
the back of the coach with the back seat boys. 

Mrs Harrison, Head of Year 9                                                                             

On the 19th June 30 students in Year 7 took part in Jabberwocky Day,          
organised by myself and some English Literature and Education Undergradu-
ates from the University of York. We began with an introduction to nonsense 
writing and the stories by Lewis Carol including Alice through the looking Glass, 
then Amber, Zoe, Kathryn and Sara-Beth took four groups to work on word 
classification, descriptive writing, grammar and syntax, and inventing new 
words, where students learned about ‘portmanteau’ and ‘neologisms’ to name 
a few new language terms!  
 

Students also designed their own ‘Jabberwock Monsters’ and were able to proudly pose with their 
University of York Certificates at the end of the day. The organisers involved were very impressed 
with our Year 7’s creativity, inquisitiveness and their knowledge about language. Well done to 
those involved! 

Miss Sanderson, English   

 

Year 9 Trip to London  

Year 7 English Jabberwocky Day 

Outside the Natural History Museum 



 

 

Page 5 

YHS News Summer Term  

Art and Design visit University of York  

Year 9 Technology students ven-
tured out to The University of York to 
build a working iPod amplifier with 
the Electronics department. The aim 
of the trip was to increase awareness 
of electronics as a subject in the con-
text of its practical importance, give 
students the opportunity to visit the 
university and experience learning 
from adults other than their teachers 
and enable the students to experi-
ence a practical electronics build ex-
ercise in a university laboratory.  
 

The Year 9 students were fantastic 
ambassadors to their Year group and 
York High School and all thoroughly 
enjoyed the day, each bringing home 
a working Smart phone amplifier!  
 

Mrs M Underwood, Art, Design & Technology Faculty Leader 

14 Year 9 students visited the 
Carlton Lodge near Thirsk in 
June and had the opportunity to 
take part in a range of outdoor 
activities including raft building, 
gorge walking, caving and high 
ropes.  
 

Everyone had a brilliant time,  
really pushing themselves and 
lots of students and staff con-
quered their fears of heights, 
water and confined spaces.  
 

Well done to all who attended,  
you were fantastic!  

 

Mr Pattinson, Geography   

South Park Care Home  

We have all enjoyed work-
ing with the residents of 
South Park Care Home , they 
have made us feel really   
welcome and at home. It 
feels  like we have adopted  
20 Nanas & Granddads! We 
will not lie, at first it was a bit 
scary but then again it will 
have been for them too. It’s 
only a shame we could only 
go once a month because if it 
was up to us we would go 
everyday of the week!   
 

We would like to thank the 
staff at South Park Care 
Home for allowing us to visit 
them. We all enjoyed our time 
at South Park, it may have 
been only short but we made 
the most of it and looked for-
ward to going.  
 

Callum Clancy &  Misha Alexander 

Year 9  

Carlton Lodge  

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 
Visit our school website and click on 
the logo on our home page.  
 

Facebook and Twitter are updated 
regularly with news, event, pictures! 

On our parents section of the 
website you will find all essen-
tial information for parents and 
the latest school communica-
tions, so you never miss a letter 
home! The ParentPay section 
accepts electronic payments for 
school meals and trips.  
 

If you have misplaced your 
ParentPay login details please 
contact pupil reception. New 
Year 7 students will be sent 
Parent Pay login detail with 
their welcome pack.  

Online Resources  



 

 

Page 6 

YHS News 

As some of you will know, students from York High have 
been involved in the first Blue Skies programme in with 
the Jon Egging Trust. On Wednesday 11th June, students 
were presented with awards to recognise their achieve-
ment, at a special celebration event at school, attended 
by family members, RAF personnel, school staff and stu-
dents. 
 

The Jon Egging Trust charity was set up in memory of 
Red Arrows pilot Jon Egging who tragically lost his life in 
2011 whilst completing a display at the Bournemouth Air 
Festival. Jon was passionate about inspiring young peo-
ple through a love of flying and an enthusiasm for team-
work. The Jon Egging Trust has been set up to realise his 
dream, and the Blue Skies programme is designed to 
build confidence, teamwork, trust, communication and 
self-belief,  to encourage young people that with the right 
motivation, they can take control of their future.  
 

15 students in Year 8, who were identified as young peo-
ple who have the potential to develop and become young 
leaders, were lucky enough to be given the chance to be  
mentored through the programme by Sqn Ldr David Mon-
tenegro, who flew alongside Jon Egging on the Red Ar-
rows, as a flying instructor and flight commander at RAF 
Linton-on-Ouse. Alongside Sqn Ldr Montenegro, trained 
personnel from both RAF Linton-on-Ouse and RAF 
Fylingdales, have guided the students through problem 
solving, teamwork and communication tasks leading to-
wards a qualification in Work Skills.  
 

Mr Ellis said: “Blue Skies is a fantastic opportunity to raise 
the aspirations and build the self-confidence of our young 
people. The range of experiences and activities they have 
been involved in during the last few months has been bril-
liant. It is obvious that the young people have thoroughly enjoyed what they have been doing as well 
as learning a lot about themselves. The project has fulfilled all of our expectations and we hope that 
we can continue our partnership with the Jon Egging Trust to further challenge this year’s group and 
with other students in the future.” 
 

Opportunities provided on the programme included, behind the scenes tour of RAF Linton-on-Ouse 
including a tour of 72 Squadron, an insight into teamwork and communication skills with the Air Traf-
fic Control and Fire Sections of RAF Linton-on-Ouse, a look at how radars and satellites work at 
RAF Fylingdales, outdoor orienteering at RAF Linton-on-Ouse and a chance to experience a flight 
simulator. 
 

Some of the students who took part commented on their experience; Troy Bushell said “It isn't every 
day that you get to walk around an RAF base! I have learned that teamwork is key, without it the 
world wouldn't be like it is today.” and Hannah Hardcastle said “The thing I most enjoyed was learn-
ing about what everyone does on an RAF base and that if you keep on trying you will succeed.”  

Issue 29 

Blue Skies  
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The Under 13 Cricket team made a promising start to their 2014 Campaign. Although they tasted 
defeat in games against Manor and Huntington the boys have shown great promise for the future. 
With many boys making their full debuts it was always going to be an uphill task against boys who 
have more experience at this level.  
 

A promising score of 42 runs posted against Manor was a decent target, however with two opening 
batsman, both with representative honours this was never going to be enough and Manor were 
quick to capitalise on our bowling. Huntington were our second opponents and offered a much faster 
and more clinical bowling attack which York High dealt with admirably. Once again our score of 22 
runs was never going to be a big enough target for them to chase. Kieron Binnington took our first 
wicket of the season closely followed by Mason Hughes.  
 

A special mention goes to all the boys from Year 7 and 8 who played the game in the correct spirit 
and were a credit to themselves and the school.  

Mr Langley , PE  

This year our National School Sports Week focused on the Tour de France. There was also a 
special visit from Paul Broadbent, Rugby Star,  to motivate and inspire the students.  

Years 7, 8 and 9 participated in National School Sports Week from Monday 23rd to Thursday 
26th June.   NSSW has been a regular feature in the summer term for the past four years. It is the 
UK’s biggest school sporting event with over 14,000 schools taking part.   
 

With the Tour De France as the main focus of the week, 
students explored the history, journey, scandals and much 
more of the Tour De France!  The week provided lots of 
opportunity for personal development through leadership, 
team work, challenges and competitions. Students learned 
about the CORE values. (commitment, ownership, respon-
sibility and excellence) that supported the British cycling 
team in achieving success and relate this to everyday life. 
A fantastic week was had by all and finished on a high with 
the School Sports Day.  

National School Sports Week  

Boys Cricket  

Congratulations to the winners of the inter form football competi-
tion 7TT. To celebrate I organised a match with Fulford school for 
a ‘Champions League’ style cup match.  
 

Fulford came to YHS for the first game on Thursday 26th June 
and won 4-2 with Danny Allinson and Luke Morris scoring for us. 
We then went to Fulford on Wednesday 2nd July and drew 0-0 
though Danny Allinson hit the bar. The Fulford team was stronger 
than ours and had many who played for their school team but the 
boys from TT were absolutely fantastic. Jack Metcalfe only start-

ed playing in goal two days before the game and made some wonder saves. Conor Whitley was 
man of the match after some excellent defensive play.  

Mr Tait, 7TT Tutor  

Inter Form Football  

Summer Term  
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York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Autumn Term    
 Monday 1st September - Training Day       

Tuesday  2nd September - Start of new term  

Friday 24th October - Training Day       

Monday 27th - Friday 31st October - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 3rd November - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January - End of Term Holidays 
 

Spring Term  
Monday 5th January  - Start of new term      

  Friday 13th February - Training Day       

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 23th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April - End of Term Holidays   
 

Summer Term  
Monday 13th April - Start of new term        

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 1st June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 26th June - Training Day    

Friday 17th July - Last day of Term 

Monday 20th July - Training Day    
 

Dates for your diary 
Tuesday 16th September - Year 7 - 10 Photograph Day  

Wednesday 1st October - Open Evening  

Tuesday 25th November - Year 8 Parent’s Evening     

Thursday 18th December - Christmas Concert 

Tuesday 27th January - Year 11 Parent’s Evening     

Friday 30th January - Year 11 Photograph Day  

Tuesday 10th February - Year 9 Parent’s Evening     

Tuesday 10th March - Year 7 Parent’s Evening     

Tuesday 5th May - Year 10 Parent’s Evening  

 

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact t.bottom@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 


