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A message from the Headteacher: 
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In this Issue:  The summer holidays feel like a long time ago but the first half term of 

the new school year has been a very busy, but rewarding and enjoyable, 
two months. I would particularly like to praise Year 11 who have returned 
with a superb attitude and are working very hard indeed. They, like the 
staff, are very aware that the examination system is increasingly chal-
lenging but as a whole school, staff and pupils,  we are absolutely deter-
mined to do the very best we can. 
 

The Year 6 Open Evening was another very enjoyable event and it was a 
pleasure to welcome so many families to our school. We have never had 
so many visitors and I am sure that they all left the school with a very 
positive view of York High, particularly because so many of our existing 
students who helped at the event were such good ambassadors for our 
school. My ambition for York High School has always been that we are 
the first choice school for our community and to be a school that our 
community and young people are proud of. It is therefore very pleasing 
to see so many families showing an interest in York High and to listen to 
our students talking so passionately and happily about their experience 
in school. 
 

I cannot let the visit of Sir Ian McKellen to our school pass without men-
tion. Most parents and carers are aware of the huge amount of work we 
have done, led by Mr Sims, to challenge homophobia and bullying of any 
kind in our school. We were very proud that our work had been recog-
nised by Stonewall, an organisation that Sir Ian help set up, and that they 
chose our school for a visit. Sir Ian spoke to pupils about his experience 
of growing up as a gay man and the prejudice that he experienced. He 
also praised our school for the way it is challenging this prejudice and 
supporting young people. The response of all of our young people in the 
assemblies and in the discussions they had with Sir Ian were fantastic 
and I have no hesitation in saying the day was one of my proudest mo-
ments as the Headteacher of York High, especially as it demonstrated 
the understanding and care for others that so many of our young people 
show. It is something that I see every day but is often overlooked by oth-
ers who don’t know our students. 
 

Finally the first half term in a new school is exhausting for pupils and staff 

and I would like to end by saying well done to Year 7 pupils for the great 

start so many of them have made and also to new colleagues who joined 

us in September and who have worked so hard to settle in to our school. 

I think they all deserve a half term break! 
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Sir Ian McKellen is probably best known to you as Gandalf. He has ap-
peared in many films as well as Lord of the Rings. He is also known 
across the world as one of the best Shakespearean actors of his gener-
ation but I am told that his greatest ambition was fulfilled when he 
played Mel Hutchwright on Coronation Street a few years ago. I can 
understand that as I never miss an episode.  
 

Sir Ian did not however visit York High in his role as an actor. He visited 
representing Stonewall, an organsiation that he himself helped to 
found, and an organisation that is committed to fighting homophobia 
and gaining equal rights for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
people in all aspects of their lives. Sir Ian told pupils about his life as a 
gay man and how he had battled over the years to change attitudes 
and gain equality for gay and lesbian people. His stories of his own 
challenges in coming out, and the abuse and suffering that still can ex-
ist were both moving and inspirational. 
 

Sir Ian praised York High staff and students for their work and for the tolerance and understanding 
that existed in the school but reminded everyone that there was still a long way to go and he en-
couraged young people to challenge prejudice wherever they found it. Just over two years ago we 
decided that in York High School we were no longer prepared to tolerate any sort of bullying or lan-
guage which led to discrimination or prejudice against people who were gay. Indeed the use of the 
word gay as a term of abuse was one of the things that we believed needed challenging. We also 
wanted to make our school a place where pupils or staff who were straight or gay felt welcomed 
and comfortable. 
 

Simon Rogers, who also visited with Sir Ian, came into the school previously to share his experi-
ence of being a young gay man growing up and what it felt like for him during his school life. Simon 
spoke to every year group in the school and we made tackling homophobic bullying and language 
one of top priorities. We added homophobic language to our Respect agenda and homophobic 
bullying became an excludable offence. In the two years since Simon visited we have virtually 
eliminated homophobic language and there have been no incidents of homophobic bullying. In-
deed we are very proud that some young people feel safe and secure enough in school to be able 
to come out. 
 

In the summer Mr Sims our Deputy Headteacher was invited to make the opening address at the 
York Gay Pride March and on the back of that we received several very supportive comments from 
our parents and wider community. As a result of this work and our ongoing partnership with Stone-
wall we had the honour of hosting Sir Ian McKellen into York High School. 
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The price of the school uniform will be  
increased from 1st November 2014 by 
the maximum of 50pence per gar-
ment.  This is the first increase that we 
have had from changing to the new 
York High School uniform in Septem-
ber 2011.   
 

A full list of new prices is available on 
our website in the School Information/ 
Uniform section of our website.  

Performing Arts  

On 1st October Sophie and Jake from 
ITV’s Britain's Got Talent casting crew 
arrived at York High to audition pupils 
for the programme.  This is the first 
time that the TV company have come 
to York and when we received a call 
asking if we would like to offer the op-
portunity to audition our pupils we did 
have to check that it wasn’t a 
hoax.  Thankfully it wasn’t and it turned 
out that York High was the only school 
to be offered the opportunity.   
 

The response was overwhelming with 
over 60 pupils auditioning on the 
day.  Auditions ranged from singing, to 
telling jokes and even magic.  Now we 
just have to wait and see if anyone is 
called up to take part in the next stage 
of auditions in front of the judges.  If 
you did take part you probably won’t 
hear for some time, possibly as late as 
February.  Well done to everyone who 
took part and keep your eyes peeled 
for our pupils when the shows are tele-
vised next year. 

Why bother to learn an instrument? 

There are many educational advantages to learning an 
instrument so here are our top 5 reasons why your child 
should take one up.  Studies have shown that: 

 It increases brain capacity and IQ. 

 It increases mathematical and literacy ability in ar-
eas such as arithmetic, reading and comprehen-
sion. 

 It sharpens concentration and co-ordination. 

 It teaches you self-management, organisation 
skills and discipline. 

 It can relieve stress, develop social skills and instil 
confidence. 

Performing Arts Activities 

Private Instrumental Tuition 

If you have had private instrumental lessons in the past 
or would like to take them up then there are a couple of 
ways you can do this. You can apply for lessons with the 
York Music Service at www.yorkmusicservice.co.uk. The 
service provides instrumental teaching during the school 
day at a reasonable price. There are also reduced rates 
available for families who receive some benefits.  

School Uniform Price Increase  

Activity When and 

Where? 

What is it? 

YHS Vocal 

Group 

Monday       

3 - 4pm 

Pa1 

This is open to everyone, all new-

comers welcome.  If you like singing 

pop, rock, musicals, come and join 

us. You name it, we sing it!  

Ukulele Band Tuesday 

Lunchtimes 

Pa1 

If you would like to play in our   

Ukulele band then pop along and 

have a go.  No need to have your 

own instrument, you can borrow 

one from school.  Easy to learn and 

great if you have never learnt to 

play an instrument before. 

Music           

Production 

Wednesday 

3 - 4pm 

Recording 

Studio 

If you would like to learn how to 

record singers and performers, or 

how to create music using technolo-

gy then come along and have a go 

in our recording studio. 

Royal       

Shakespeare 

Drama Group 

Wednesday 

3 - 4pm 

Drama   

Studio 

Everyone is welcome to join this 

group!  If you already have experi-

ence of being on stage or simply 

want to develop your confidence 

then come along and join in.  This 

year we will be performing at the 

Theatre Royal. 

Band! Thursday 

3 - 4pm 

Pa1 

Even if you can’t play an instrument 

but would like to have a go, come 

along and learn alongside our band 

members.  

Britain's Got Talent   

http://www.yorkmusicservice.co.uk


 

 

Parent Pay  

www.yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Page 4 

Autumn Term YHS News 

York High School 

Cornlands Road 

York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 

Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

York High School accepts electronic payments for school meals and for 
some educational visits. In an attempt to remove cash and cheques from 
school we are asking parents to only use our e-payment system to pay for 
school meals and where possible for educational visits. This can be done 
online using a secure website called ParentPay or through local stores where 
you see the PayPoint logo. We will continue to take cash and cheques 
should you wish to pay by these methods. 
 

ParentPay offers you the freedom to make payments whenever and wherever you like, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week - safe in the knowledge that the technology used is of the highest internet security availa-
ble. Each parent has a secure online account, activated using a unique set of activation codes. You will 
be prompted to change these and create your own secure username and password for future logins. If 
you have two or more children at the school, you can merge their accounts once logged in. Making a 
payment is straightforward and ParentPay holds an electronic record of your payments to view at a later 
date. Once you’ve activated your account you can make online payments straight away. The system will 
also let you see a record of purchases made by your child at the till each day. 
 

Those parents wishing to pay using the PayPoint system available in local shops need to contact the 
school to activate an additional part of their account. There will also be a charge of £1.50 to purchase 
the PayPoint card which we will order and distribute to those parents. PayPoint payments are recorded 
by ParentPay in the same way as online payments and may be seen in your payment history under ‘My 
accounts’. 
 

Please visit www.parentpay.com, click Login and activate your account using the unique code provided. 
If you have misplaced your unique code please contact Pupil reception at York High School. Your sup-
port by using ParentPay will help the school enormously. Thank you. 

Term Dates  

Autumn Term    

Monday 27th - Friday 31st October - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 3rd November - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January - End of Term 
Holidays 

 

Spring Term  

Monday 5th January  - Start of new term      

  Friday 13th February - Training Day       

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 23th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April - End of Term         
Holidays   

 

Summer Term  

Monday 13th April - Start of new term        

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 1st June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

 

Friday 26th June - Training Day    

Friday 17th July - Last day of Term 

Monday 20th July - Training Day    

 

Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 25th November - Year 8 Parent’s Evening     

Thursday 18th December - Christmas Concert 

Tuesday 27th January - Year 11 Parent’s Evening     

Friday 30th January - Year 11 Photograph Day  

Tuesday 10th February - Year 9 Parent’s Evening     

Tuesday 10th March - Year 7 Parent’s Evening     

Tuesday 5th May - Year 10 Parent’s Evening  
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by email and in full colour please contact 

t.bottom@yorkhighschool.co.uk  

http://www.parentpay.com/

