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Welcome to our latest newsletter which once again describes so many activities 
and events that our pupils are getting involved in. There is so much that has hap-
pened since Easter and much more to look forward to as we move towards the 
Olympics. As you know York High School has had the Olympics at the heart of our 
work since we opened in September 2007 and I am not ashamed to say that I am 
very excited about the next few weeks: 

 

On June 12th we will be visited by Jason Gardener who won a gold medal with the 
GB sprint relay team in Athens in 2004 and he will be spending the day with our 
pupils and some Year 5 pupils from our partner primary schools. 
 

On June 18th we will be hosting our West of York Festival ‘Framing our World’ 
when pupils from our partner primary schools as well as our own pupils will be ex-
hibiting their art work and films which they have been creating over the last few 
weeks, inspired by the international dimension of the Games. It should be a fantas-
tic event. 
 

On June 19th the Olympic Torch will be coming to York and there will be lots of 
events on the Knavesmire and I hope lots of our pupils will be going along to experi-
ence a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

 

On June 20th our Year 10 Leader Miss Tosney will actually be carrying the Olympic 
Torch in Northallerton. We are very proud of her and a coach full of our pupils will 
be going along to support her. 
 

On June 21st we will have our Prize Giving Evening and our guest of honor will be 
Alan Bell who will be the Official Starter for the athletics events in London including 
the 100m final. 
 

Finally the week beginning 25th June is National School Sports Week  which at 
York High will be a whole school celebration of the spirit of the Olympic Games as 
well as some sporting activity. 

 

All of that is ahead of us but looking back over the last few weeks it has been the 
end of the first York High School era as our first Year 7 intake complete their exami-
nations as Year 11 and we say goodbye. They are a special group of young people 
who have been the pioneers of our new school and I know that their examination 
results will be a credit to the way they have grown in to fantastic young adults in the 
last 5 years. 

 

The last half term has also been a busy one for me as Headteacher in appointing 
new staff ready for September. We will explain all of the changes in our final news-
letter of the year but for the moment I would just like to record our congratulations to 
Ms. Holbrey, our Deputy Head, Teaching and Learning, who has been appointed to 
be the new Headteacher of Canon Lee School. Ms. Holbrey has played a huge part 
in the development of our school and I know she will do a great job in her new role 
from September. 
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YHS News 

YHS Pupils visit the Olympic Park  

On the 18th of June York High School in conjunction with our Get Set partner primaries 
are hosting our West of York Festival ‘Framing Our World’ a cultural evening exhibiting 
art work and short films. Short films are currently bring created and produced by all 
schools involved and their international partner schools, inspired by the international 
dimension of the Games, capturing the cultural strand of the Olympics and everyday life 
in different parts of the world. Pupils and tutors were briefed with the task of creating 
short movies to illustrate the celebration of our differences and uniting through our  
similarities between the UK and international partner school.  
 

The event will take place from 6.00pm - 8.00pm in the main school hall at YHS. All parents of    
pupils involved in the project will be officially invited after the half term break. If you would like to    
attend this event please contact Tanya Fahy  on 01904 555500 

On Wednesday 9th May, a surprisingly awake looking, 
specially invited group of pupils arrived at 6am at school 
for a day at the new Olympic Park in London. There were 
four members of staff and 16 pupils from Years 7-10 who 
had outstanding attendance and behaviour records for 
the year. 
 

It was the UK Schools Games Finals and we had tickets 
to see events in The Aquatics Centre, The Velodrome 
and The Olympic Stadium itself.  Clo Buck in Year 10 at 
York High was competing in three of the swimming 
events, which increased our excitement even further! On 
a particularly torrid day of weather, the competitors rose 
to the occasion and there was a plethora of personal 
bests and competition records over a variety of all dis-
tances, events and disciplines. It was a great chance to 
see the up and coming stars of the future taking their first 
steps on the road to glory. 
 

The facilities of the Aquatics Centre were unbelievable 
and to be able to be amongst the enthusiastic crowd of 
schoolchildren cheering Clo onto victory (two gold's and a 
silver!) was indeed a highlight of the school year and an 
unforgettable experience for us all.  

Inside the Velodrome you could almost smell the rubber from the tyres hammering around the track, the 
competition was fierce and the emotions ran high. Everything from sprints to points races, it was clear 
that this stadium – nicknamed “The Pringle” due to the shape of its roof – is an incredible venue for this 
summer’s games. The track itself looked magnificent and the stadium design was outstanding, we are 
sure in a few months time when it is packed to the rafters it will be an amazing atmosphere. A couple of 
other bits of the Olympic Park particularly grabbed our attention, the ‘Orbit’ which is the tallest sculpture 
in Britain which towers over the Olympic stadium, and not as famous but equally as eye catching was 
the multi coloured Twister tarmac which we thoroughly enjoyed playing on while waiting for the athletics 
to start. 
 

We arrived back late into the night with everyone ready for their beds after a thoroughly enjoyable and 
memorable day. 

Rob Morton, Charlotte Casling and Louise Barnes 

West of York Cultural Festival - ‘Framing Our World’ 
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School Games 2012 

The School Games is a 
multi-sport event for the 
UK's elite young athletes 
of school age. In this, its 
inaugural year, the 
School Games was held 
in the Olympic Park and other venues from 6th -9th 
May to build on the excitement and inspirations of 
the 2012 Games. 
 

The Games seek to create an inspirational and 
motivational setting which not only provides our 
elite young sports people with the opportunity to 
thrive and perform at the highest levels, but en-
courages more young people to take part and suc-
ceed in sport.  
 

On May 9th Year 10 pupil Clo Buck competed at 
the School Games in the London Olympic Pool. 
She competed in three multi disability events. The 
100m Breaststroke winning a Gold Medal and a 
personal best, 200m Individual Medley winning a 
Gold Medal and another personal best and the 
100m Butterfly which she swam on her time and 
won a Silver medal. England North was extremely 
pleased for her and she helped them gain the high-
est points to become the Sainsbury’s 2012 Cham-
pions. A huge congratulations to Clo on this great 
achievement.  

BMC Para Climbing Series 

Year 10 pupil Sianagh 
Gallagher first took part in 
the Para climbing compe-
tition organised by the 
British Mountaineering 
Council in April 2010.   
Sianagh won her category 
and is now aiming to be 
selected for the British 
team and represent her 
country at the Para Climb-

ing World Championships.  
 

Sianagh has three competitions, the first was in 
Rochdale and Sianagh came 2nd in her category. 
The next one is in Newcastle next week and the 
third is in London in July. We wish Sianagh the 
very best of luck and we will keep you updated 
with her progress. 

I would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate in advance those students who will 
be invited to the Flamingo Land reward trip.  
The  pupils invited from Years 7 – 10 have 
achieved 95% attendance, less than 10 late 
arrivals and less than 15 negative referrals for 
behaviour.  This has been accomplished be-
tween February 20th and May 31st.  
 

We expect to take 350 students to Flamingo 
Land on the 6th July and the school will pay 
for the transport.  The cost of the trip is £15, 
Invitations will be sent out on the 31st May 
giving three weeks for replies. 
 

Pupils who have qualified but do not like 
theme parks will have a range of activities 
available  to do across the day. 
 

Those who do not meet the criteria are ex-
pected in school where they will be expected 
to participate in planned relevant lessons. 
 

Well done to all those invited.                                         

Mr Sims  

Flamingo Land  



 

 

As teachers and as parents we are frustrated by the erratic nature of   
pupil mail.  How often do we as a school have to ring and ask “did you 
get the letter?”, and how often do you brave the school bag where      
nestling amongst an old apple, one sock and furry objects do you find a 
school letter? 
 

In recent times the most effective communication has been through text and as a result of this we 
are going to launch a York High School Facebook page on the 11th June.  We hope that this will 
provide a source of up to date information whilst also providing us with a chance to gather parents 
views on a number of issues.  There are always risks in new projects and this is to be initially on a 
trial basis. 
 

There will be a link on our School Website to our Facebook page to ensure that you are connected 
with the Official York High School Facebook Page. “Like” our YHS page to get all the latest news 
and events information and talk to us. 

YHS News Summer Term  
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Chocolate Box Challenge  

On May 9th pupils from Year 8 participated in 
Nybep’s Chocolate Box Challenge. The morning 
was an opportunity for pupils to engage through 
the exploration and simulation of business-
related challenges.  
 

Pupils were put in teams of five and between 
themselves they allocated different business 
roles based on their strengths. The teams were 
challenged with creating a small profitable busi-
ness, selling boxes of choclate. The Chocolate 
Box was created from scratch, designing, mar-
keting and planning the their strategy. The pu-
pils then presented their product and discussed 
the inspiration behind the design and profit mar-
gins.  
 

Mr Moran said “…it really engaged the pupils 
and helped to develop their group work. This is 
important to our school in our drive towards out-
standing learning.” 

 

YHS Facebook Page  

There is currently a large amount of lost property 
collecting dust at pupil reception.   We would like to 
encourage parents and pupils to collect any lost 
property by Friday 15th June. Property unclaimed 
after this date will donated to charitable organisa-
tions.  

Lost Property  

 

 

 

 

Razzamataz Theatre School York has seen a very 
busy year since we opened our doors last Septem-
ber at York High School. 
 

Participants enjoy an exciting mix of acting, singing, 
street dance and musical theatre. The feedback 
from parents has been fantastic, especially with 
regard to confidence building. Teenage students 
can now obtain their Arts Award at Bronze and Sil-
ver levels, and younger students will soon be able 
to work for their Junior Arts Award. There are regu-
lar presentations, community performances, and an 
annual summer show 
 

We are holding Razzamataz York’s first Summer 
Stage Academy at York High School from  20th -
24th August, 4 - 6 years old 10am—1pm/ 6-18 
years old 10am—4pm. 
 

If you would like to try Razzamataz, book a FREE 
taster session now. Call Angela on 07969859895 or 
email york@razzamataz.co.uk.to book your place. 



 

 

Over the past few months Mrs Haldenby has been jetting around 
the World representing Great Britain in the Climbing World Cups.  
Miss May interviewed her to find out a little more 
 

How do the competitions work? 

There are five problems (climbs) and each competitor is given five 
minutes to attempt each problem.  You’re not allowed to see the 
problems before hand so once the problems are set all competi-
tors are held in isolation and brought out one by one. It’s scored in 
terms of the number of attempts its takes you to complete the 
problem, if you complete it at all! Part of the challenge is reading 
the route and figuring out how you will get to the top with the other 
part been about fitness, having the strength and power to do so! 

How did you get selected for Great Britain?  

The British Bouldering Championships take place every year and are used as a selection for the British 
Team.  The top seven climbers in this event are invited to form the British Bouldering Team and receive 
a license to compete in international events.  

 

How long have you been climbing and competing for?  

I was introduced to climbing when I was at school and had my first taste of competition climbing at the 
regional inter schools climbing competition. I first competed for GB internationally in 2009 but since 
then  I have suffered various injuries including a dislocated shoulder, which forced me to take some 
time out. This year I have managed to get a balance between training and recovery to avoid further in-
jury and although I am not fully recovered I have managed to compete in the World Cup events in Slo-
venia, Vienna and Innsbruck, all of which have been amazing experiences.  
 

How do you feel when you’re representing your country and what have you learned from this 
experience? 

I feel proud and excited to be competing against the best climbers in the world, it’s really inspiring 
watching the climbers who qualify for the finals and I admire their sacrifice, commitment and determina-
tion in achieving outstanding performance. I have learned how important the competition experience is 
in terms of achieving a good performance, there is so much more to it than just arriving physically fit.  
You need to be able to deal with anxiety to ensure that you performing to your best capability, a lot of 
the athletes use music whilst in isolation to help them relax and get them in the zone before going out 
on stage.  Taking on board the appropriate amount of food to have sufficient energy but still feel light is 
really important, you need to also bare in mind that you are in a different country and you can’t always 
get hold of what you want so you need to come prepared. Ensuring you have sufficient sleep, being 
able to adapt to the time of day you climb, and deal 
with the change in climate is also very important, as 
is ensuring you have an effective warm up. The warm 
up zone for the number of athletes is often quite 
small, you need to be assertive in getting on the 
boards and develop a set route to ensure you’re body 
is ready to push itself to its limit.  
 

So what’s next?  

I’ll be competing in the British Bouldering Champion-
ships in Sheffield next month where I hope to finish 
4th. This will secure me a place in the World Champi-
onships which takes place in Paris in September and 
then who knows!  
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Mrs Haldenby competes in the Climbing World Cups 



 

 

The rowing squad was aimed at Key Stage 4 (Year 10 and Year 11) in a bid to inspire 
young people into taking up an activity that they may have never tried before, but also with 
the intention of identifying any specific talent in the sport of rowing.  The initiative is being 
developed currently in collaboration with St Peter’s school, where coach Jamie McLeod is in 
charge of a large and successful rowing squad.  The focus of the initiative, which is accred-
ited through the Inspire Mark scheme; is to eventually set up a progressive and sustainable link with St 
Peter’s so that the young people of YHS can benefit from outdoor rowing and eventually compete na-
tionally.   
 

Initially students were recruited by Mr Cowley and Mr Fitz via assemblies.  Invitations were put out to all 
boys and girls in Year 10 and Year 11 requesting they give rowing a go and post a best time.   Rowing 
sessions were held in the Energise gym and students worked at securing their best possible time over a 
distance of a 1000m.  Josh Thompson posted the best score with a time of 3:25 for the Year 11 cate-
gory and Alex Smith for Year 10 with a time of 3:28.  The strongest girl was Emily Pinder in Year 10 with 
an impressive time of 4:24, followed by Toni Vaughn of Year 11 with 4:31.  Some teachers also took up 
the challenge and posted their scores.  Details of scores are listed below for each year group and staff 
at YHS. 
 

Following these initial sessions Jamie, the rowing coach from St Peters and ex Great Britain rower, was 
invited into to school to do a session with the squad.  He was impressed with the natural raw fitness lev-
els and was keen to see the students in action on water in real boats.  Currently Mr Fitz and Jamie are 
in the process of setting up a water based session at St Peters, which will hopefully lead on to competi-
tions in the future.   
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North Yorkshire Wheelchair Basketball Competition 

Having had a taste of wheelchair basketball during the 
Paralympics Celebration Day, York High School entered 
the North Yorkshire Wheel Chair Basketball Competition.  
The team having scrubbed up on their skills very quickly 
displayed an outstanding performance bringing home med-
als for fourth place. We are hoping to have a regular 
wheelchair basketball club up and running in September 
and are looking forward to next year’s competition. 

Key Stage 4 Rowing Squad at York High School 

 Place Pupil Year Time 

1st Emily Pinder 10TT 4:24.0 

2nd Toni Vaughan 11WK 4:31.1 

3rd Helen O’Gorman 10 4:50.0 

4th Courtney Moorby 10NN 5:31.9 

5th Jessica Garnett 11BS 4:52.8 

6th Vicki Hall 11BS 5:56.5 

 Place  Staff Time 

1st Mr  Fitzsimons 3:22:6 

2nd Mr Hornsby 3:27.0 

3rd Mr  Lewandowski 3:30.0 

4th Mr Middleton 3:32.0 

Key Stage 4 Girls Top 6 — 1000m Rowers 

 Place Staff Time 

1st Ms  Bolam 3:57.0 

2nd Miss Burton 4:24.9 

3rd Mrs Muress 5:42.0 

4th Mrs Cartwright 5:58.0 

 Place Pupil  Year Time 

1st Josh Thompson 11ST 3:25.7 

2nd Alex Smith 10LA 3:28.0 

3rd Zak Agnew 11ST 3:37.4 

4th Connor Brigham 11ST 3:37.6 

5th Ash Robson 11 3:39.7 

6th Jarred Smith 11 3:41.3 

Key Stage 4 Boys Top 6 — 1000m Rowers 

Male YHS Staff Top 6 — 1000m Rowers Female YHS Staff Top 6 — 1000m Rowers 
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Inter Schools Climbing Competition 

Thai Kickboxing Champion  

Football 

For the seventh year in a row York High School 
brought a trophy back from the regional inter schools 
climbing competition. The team finished in 3rd place 
overall with individual medals won by Luke Burnley   
1st place and Steph Harper 3rd place.  Ellen Jennings 
put in a strong performance finishing in 4th  place in a 
tough category.  Well done team! 

Courtney Catterson has been dedicated to the sport of Kick Boxing since the 
age of six.  Her hard work and determination has allowed her to retain her 
title of British Champion for the past eight years.  
 

In 2010 Courtney took part in her first international event, competing in the 
World Championships in Serbia where she finished second. Courtney has 
recently been selected to represent Great Britain in the 2012 Kick Boxing 
World Championships which will take place in Slovakia in a few months. 
Well done and Good Luck Courtney  

The Year 9 Football Team have been 
confirmed as winners of the York and 
District Schools Football Ebor 
League. We have had fantastic per-
formances from the Year 9 squad this 
season in terms of both their skill level 
and their sportsmanship on and off 
the pitch.  
 

All team members have acted as ex-
cellent role models for their peers and 
as such have been great ambassa-
dors for the school and this has also 
been mentioned by PE teachers from 
the schools we have played.  The 
team are now looking forward to next 
season as by winning this season we 
have now been promoted into the 
Yorvik League.  

York High School wins Big Pedal Competition 

The Big Pedal Competition is the UK’s big-
gest school cycling event. The event is 
driven by Sustrans’ and backed by world cy-
cling champion Mark Cavendish. More than a 
thousand schools around the country took 
part in a three week challenge of encourag-
ing and recording active journeys to school, 
travelling by bike and scooter. York High 
School recorded the largest number of active 
journeys in North Yorkshire and came fourth 
in the UK. Pupils were treated to a cycle 
stunt show by Danny Butler and Ben Stinger 
as a result of their cycling efforts. The shows 
were donated by Intelligent Travel York. David Hall, Sustrans Director in Yorkshire, said: “Children that 
regularly cycle to school are fitter, more alert and better learners.” 
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Summer  Term 2012 

Monday 11th June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 29th June - Training Day   

Friday 20th July - Last day of Term 

 

 

Autumn Term  

Monday 3rd September - Training Day 

Tuesday 4th September - Start of new term    

Friday 26th October - Training Day    

Monday 29th October—Friday 2nd November - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 5th November - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 3rd December - Training Day 

Monday 24th December—Friday 4th January - End of Term Holidays  

  

Spring Term  

Monday 7th January - Start of new term       

Monday 18th—Friday 22nd February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 25th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 29th March—Friday 12th April - End of Term Holidays  

  

Summer Term  

Monday 15th April - Training Day 

Tuesday 16th April - Start of new term       

Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 3rd June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 28th June - Training Day   

Tuesday 23rd July - Last day of Term 

York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Term Dates 2012/2013 


