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A message from the Headteacher: 
     Page: 

In this Issue: 

I would like to begin our final newsletter of the year with a huge thank 
you to everyone who has contributed to making this year the most 
memorable in the history of York High School. You will see from the 
rest of the articles in this edition that the last few weeks have been 
full of many, many exciting events including a visit from Sir Steve 
Redgrave and we still have Activity Days to come before we break for 
the summer. It is a wonderful reflection of the commitment and hard 
work of the team at York High that we are able to provide our young 
people with so many opportunities. 
 

The summer holidays will obviously coincide with the Olympics in     
London and we will return to school in the midst of the Paralympics.       
I am really excited and can’t wait for them to start but I am also very 
proud of the way that York High has incorporated the games into the 
fabric of our school. There is no-one associated with our school who 
doesn’t understand the PRIDE values and they will be our legacy 
from 2012 as we continue to strive to make York High the best school 
it can possibly be. 
 

This time of year is the time for goodbyes to some colleagues and 
pupils. This year is no different and the following staff will be moving 
on at the end of term Ms Holbrey, Mr Moran, Mr Bradley, Mrs 
Westall, Mr Moss, Mr Hornsby, Mrs Burnley, Mrs Morton, Mrs Stot-
ten, Miss Begg, Mr Middleton and Miss Bolam.  
 

On behalf of the whole York High School community I would like to 
say thank you to all of those colleagues for the contribution they have 
made to the development of our school and we wish them all well in 
the next stage of their lives and we are particularly proud of Ms Hol-
brey who is moving on to become Headteacher of Canon Lee School. 
 

We also say goodbye to Year 11 who are the first group of pupils to 
go through all five years of York High. Their Prom was another    
wonderful evening and we expect great things of their examination 
results which will be published on August 23rd. 
 

Finally I would like to wish everyone a happy, safe and relaxing    
summer holiday and we look forward to the new term in September 
and in particular to be joined by our new Year 7 and those new staff 
who will be joining our team. 
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National School Sports Week 

Annie 

The YHS production of Annie took place on the 3rd, 4th and 5th July.  The show was a huge success 
and showcased pupils from all year groups with plenty of Year 7’s taking the roles of the orphans.  
Anne O’Doherty and Chloe Fletcher shared the title role of little orphan Annie with Jade Pownall, put-
ting on a thrilling performance, as the evil Miss Hannigan.  Chloe Pullan and Jess Hammerton shared 
the role of Secretary Grace Farrell and Ben Stevenson played the millionaire Oliver Warbucks.   
 

The pupils performed the show four times in all with their first performance to all the local primary 
schools Year 5 pupils.  They had a great time and enjoyed seeing Mrs Alexander’s dog, Orca, appear 
on stage as Sandy.  The old theatre saying of “the show must go on” became a reality as two members 
of the cast ended up on crutches. Josh Yeomans came to the rescue to play Warbucks for the primary 
schools, as Ben recovered from an operation on his foot.  The cast have worked extremely hard on this 
production and it certainly showed each night.  Well done and thank you to everyone involved. 

National school sports week forms part of the work we are doing at York High to ensure that London 
2012 has real meaning to our young people. As a school we strongly believe that we can use the 
Games in London not only to inspire young people to take part in sport but also to put into practice the 
values of respect, courage, personal excellence, determination, courage and equality. During the week 
(25th-28th June) eighteen teams made up of pupils from Key Stage 3, worked to score points, whilst 
completing in various different projects across school.  The week culminated with the YHS Olympic 
Games, all teams came together on the morning to perform an opening ceremony, before breaking 
away to compete in traditional and non traditional sporting events.  Throughout the week there was a 
fantastic atmosphere and a real team spirit! Well done to everyone involved!  

Summer Term 
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If you receive certain benefits your child may be 
entitled to Free School Meals. All claims are 
treated in confidence, and the same meals are 
provided to all children whether they are paid for or 
provided free. Claim forms are issued by the City 
of York Council or can be completed online at  
www.york.gov.uk 

YHS News 

On the 28th June the Science Department took a group of 9 Year 8 pupils to York University for a day 
of Science, Sports and Literacy with other Schools from the York area.  The first part of the day was 
spent in the lecture theatre, where pupils received talks by two guest speakers; an Athlete and a 
Doctor who worked for the ‘Dope testing’ unit for the 2012 Olympics.  Pupils had the opportunity to 
ask questions, and hold an Olympic torch.  The next part of the day was spent in the Chemistry labs, 
where pupils carried out their own ‘Dope tests’ on urine samples, and also tested the affect of Beta-
blockers and Adrenaline on the heart rate of Daphnia (water fleas).   
 

During the Literacy section of the day pupils, in mixed school groups, worked together to write news-
paper articles outlining the different sections of the different workshops.  All of these articles are cur-
rently being combined by the University, along with photographs from the day, to make a complete 
Newspaper.  This will be available on the YHS website as soon as it is finished.  All Schools met 
back in the lecture theatre at the end of the day for an awards ceremony. It gives me great pleasure 
in reporting that the YHS pupils were awarded the most awards out of all of the York schools pre-
sent!  A massive well done to all those pupils who participated in the day, you did York High School 
proud!               

Science club has been running 
regularly after School every 
Thursday in SC2 with Miss Por-
ter since January.  We have 
been focusing mainly on Biol-
ogy, and following the life cycle 
of the frog.  For this we have 
visited the Pond in the School 
conservation area.  In week 1 of this project we 
found, captured and examined tadpoles, some of 
which were beginning to form legs.  After the holi-
days we revisited the site and found lots of tiny, 
fully developed frogs (froglets).  In addition to this 
we have looked closely at the anatomy of fish, dis-
secting mackerel and examining the respiratory 
system. 
 

Starting in September we are aiming to look more 
closely into Human Physiology, with the added 
possibility of First Aid training.  Science club is 
open to all year groups, and runs every Thursday 
3:15pm – 4:00 pm.  If you are interested, or want 
to know more, see Miss Porter in SC2. 

University of York – Science, Sports and Literacy Day 

Science  Club  Spelling Bee 

This Friday 13th July we are hosting the final of the 
‘Best of the West of York Schools’ spelling bee’. 
 

Pupils in Years 3,4,5 and 6 have been competing 
in their primary schools to find the best boy and 
best girl speller in each year group. These pupils 
will compete head to head with each other as we 
invite pupils, parents and contestants from Hob 
Moor, Carr Junior, St Barnabas, Poppleton Rd, 
Westfield and Woodthorpe schools. Winners from 
each year group are awarded a special spelling 
Bee trophy and book voucher, and all contestants 
receive a certificate for bravely taking part.  

Free School Meals 
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YHS News 

On Tuesday the 12th of June York High 
School received a visit from Jason  
Gardner as a reward for delivering the 
best National School Sports Week   
Nationally in 2011.  Jason’s sporting 
CV includes winning an Olympic gold 
medal in the 4 x 100m relay in Athens 
2004, as well as gold medals at the 
World, European and Commonwealth 
Games. Jason is one of very few 
sprinters in the sub-10 seconds 100m 
club.   
 

As part of Jason’s visit he hosted a master class in sprinting technique for the York High School      
Athletics team and young people from our local primary schools.  We would like to say a big thank you 
to Jason and the Youth Sports Trust for providing us with a truly memorable day.  

Green Apples is an aspiration raising project for pupils at both local primary and secondary 
schools throughout York. The scheme is a collaborative project with the University of York, York St 
John University, York College and Askham Bryan College. The scheme has been in place since 
1998 and its aim is to encourage and engage with pupils in order to raise awareness and therefore 
aspirations about higher education.  
 

Why the Green Apples name? It follows research carried out in the North West of England as to 
young peoples’ perceptions of pupils and higher education. One pupil noted that pupils "eat ap-
ples, green apples, don't they?", hence the title of our initiative, and the emphasis on demystifying 
higher education! The scheme provides able and interested pupils exciting and informative free 
events.  Fifteen Year 9 pupils from YHS recently joined other secondary schools across the city in 
the “raising awareness and inspiring ambition” event at the new University of York Campus. This 
transpired to be an interesting evening looking at possible career routes in areas such as Media 
and Law, Television, Finance and banking and also help with the university application process.  
 

More recently 32 Year 9 pupils experienced a “taster” day at York College, following a full timeta-
ble which included Sports Admin, Art and Ceramics, Child Studies, IT, Business and Spa and Ho-
listic studies. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity for some independent learning. They 
all agreed that it had been a great day.  
 

A  Green Apples celebration evening on the 27th June in the Guildhall was attended by pupils from 
schools across the city. Four of our Year 9 pupils showed great confidence and maturity by speak-
ing publically about their recent experiences at York College, both myself and Mr Cowley felt that 
they were superb advocates for our school, we were extremely proud. The Right Honorable Lord 
Mayor, Keith Hyman and the Sheriff of York, Paul Firth, presented the certificates and expressed 
their gratitude to the young people for having the courage to stand up and speak at such a prestig-
ious event. This was reinforced by the Head of Studies for A Levels at York College, Hayley 
Anderson, she was so impressed with the conduct performance and ability of the young people 
that she contacted Mr Ellis and extended an invitation to lunch at their Ashfields Restaurant for all 
concerned.  
 

Yet again our pupils reinforce and emphasise our vision of ‘Take Pride and Be Proud’.  

                                                        Mrs Muress 

Green Apples 

Jason Gardner  

Summer Term 
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YHS News 

As you read this over 150 of our Year 10 pupils  are out on 
their work experience. Opportunities this year have been 
harder than ever to find due to the economic situation fac-
ing employers at the moment but nevertheless the pupils 
are in a huge variety of positions. Pupils have been placed 
in schools, plumbers, electricians, builders, offices, shops, 
hotels and catering establishments to name but a few. 
 

The two week placement allows pupils to put into practice 
some of the skills they have developed in school and to 
find out what the world of work is really like. This will in-
clude early starts, long hours, following instructions, work-
ing as part of the team and tired bodies.  
 

We obviously hope that all pupils will do well during the 
two week placement and realise that they will be looking 
forward to a well earned break at the end. 
 

I personally would like to thank all the pupils, parents, em-
ployers and the staff at NYBEP without whom the job 
would be even more difficult than it presently is. 

               Mr Moran  

Work Experience 

Visiting Author  Arran Trip  

YHS Facebook Page has been up and 
running since May. Our  page is  de-
signed to help us communicate more ef-
fectively with parents and pupils. We are 
committed to making this a free and open 
page; however we can only     maintain 
this if there is no abusive or bad lan-
guage. We all need to police our own so-
cial networking community. 

 

To ensure you are connected with the 
official YHS Facebook page visit our YHS 
website www.yorkhighschool.co.uk and 
click on the Link  “Find Us On Facebook” 
at the bottom right hand side of our 
homepage.  

On Tuesday 3rd July York High School 
hosted a visiting author – Antoinette 
Crawford. She is the author of a new 
fantasy adventure book: The Titan 
Prophecy.  
 

Antoinette came and spoke to a large 
group of Year 8 pupils in the Library  
about her book and delivered a reading 
from it. Everyone was given a book-
mark and she even signed many of 
them and some posters for our library. 
Pupils were able to ask her about     
becoming a writer and what her        
influences were, and she presented 
our  library with a copy of the book for 
everyone to borrow and read. This was 
a great opportunity for pupils to meet a 
real author and everyone enjoyed    
listening to her advice on writing! 

In June, 26 Year 10 pupils 
travelled to the Isle of Arran in 
the South West of Scotland to 
collect information for their 
GCSE controlled assessment. 
The highlight for most pupils 
was Gorge Walking, where the 
pupils had the opportunity to 
get into a wet suit and swim 
across deep river pools, slide 
down waterfalls and jump off a 
5m gorge into a deep plunge 
pool. 

Facebook 
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Year 7 have had a busy year, beginning with a successful SEAL Day in September, raising money for 
Children in Need Day in November, various Christmas activities such as the ‘surprise’ disco and the 
Christmas concert - when I was especially delighted with the fabulous performances of the Year 7 
acting stars, it is a daunting experience performing in public and I was immensely proud of them; in 
March we ran a mile to raise money for Sport Relief with the rest of the school, all giving it their best 
shot. The Outdoor Education residential trips in April were very successful, it was great to see the  
different personalities shining through, and witnessing some brilliant leadership, team work and com-
munication skills. 
 

The school sports teams have been well represented, especially the Year 7 rugby team, who gave 
some very exciting performances early in the season, and the girls mountain  biking being successful 
in local competitions. Extra curricular clubs and activities have been well attended and many pupils 
are making the most of the opportunities YHS has to offer.  
 

Several Year 7 pupils were invited to watch some of the UK School Games at the Olympic Park 
which was a fantastic experience for all, several more are going on the school trip to the Olympic 
Games in the summer holidays which I am sure will be a life long memory and others have been   
selected to form a ‘Guard of Honour’ for the athletes prior to the opening ceremony.  
 

In the final half term the school production of ‘Annie’ showcased the huge amount of musical talent 
we have in Year 7 with several Year 7 pupils taking leading roles. The inter tutor group Rounder's 
competition was fiercely fought and we have the final on Wednesday 11th July between 7FS and 
7CN.  The Year 7s worked hard during National Schools Sports Week working together in teams 
from other year groups. Flamingo Land day trip could have been a complete washout but the pupils 
rallied and made the best of a very wet day.  
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the Year 7 pupils and would hope that they now feel at 
home in their school. Have a lovely summer break and fingers crossed for some sunshine. 
 

          D Hustwick (Year 7 Leader) 
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YHS News 

A team of four Year 9 boys and five Year 7 girls participated in the 
annual Mountain Biking Competition at Tadcaster Grammer School. 
The event was organised by British Cycling and the course was fan-
tastic. The day consisted of three events which were the Team Relay, 
the Sprint and the Endurance Event. Both teams did really well in the 
Team Relay, the boys came a very respectable 5th place and the girls 
came 2nd and received a silver medal each.  
 

The next event was the sprint which placed Laria Foulner in 3rd place 
and Brad Winters into 2nd place. The final event was the toughest, in 
which the contestants had to ride the course for 20 minutes until they heard a bell and then sprint the 
last lap. Steph Dixon was in the lead for the duration but was overtaken on the last hill and came in 2nd 
and received another silver medal. Brad Winters also received a second Silver medal of the day with a 
fantastic time.  
 

Well done to every member of the team who represented YHS, especially Alex Hardcastle who 
stepped in at the last minute so we could take a full squad. Year 7 girls – Laria Foulner, Ellie Smith, 
Steph Dixon, Chloe Cummings and Lucy Thompson.  Year 9 boys – Brad Winters, Alex Bettley, Alex 
Hardcastle and Ryan Johnson.  

North Yorkshire Youth Games Mountain Biking Competition 

Year 7  

Summer Term 
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If you are unable to collect Uniforms prior to the 
summer break, uniforms can be picked up on 3rd 
September between 10.30am -12.15pm and 
1.00pm to 5.00pm.  Any items that still have their 
labels intact and are in the original packing can 
also be exchanged during this period. 

Olympic legend Sir Steve Redgrave visited York High School. Sir 
Steve Redgrave is one of an elite group of only 5 athletes in history 
to have achieved 5 gold medals in consecutive Olympic Games. 
Steve is without doubt Britain’s greatest Olympian and indeed one 
of the greatest Olympians the world has ever seen.  
 

YHS has worked as a hub school for six other secondary schools 
in York to organise and deliver the Matalan ’yoUR Leader’ project. 
This is a scheme which aims to motivate 14-16 year olds who are 
not currently involved in mainstream sport into physical activity. Sir 
Steve Redgrave is the patron of this project and we were honoured 
to host a celebration event for the schools involved in the York  
project. 
 

Steve led a motivational and inspirational school assembly about 
his career and later watched as pupils joined in sports activities. 
Steve also offered interactive rowing tips to pupils. A Dodgeball 
tournament took place,  which was a fast and furious event that all 
the pupils involved thoroughly enjoyed. The overall winners were 
Fulford School but as the whole emphasis was on fun and partici-
pation, all pupils had their shirts signed by Sir Steve Redgrave to celebrate their involvement. 
 

Mr Ellis said “It was really exciting to have Sir Steve Redgrave here to get involved in the sessions and 
to show his support. It’s really important that sport is made as appealing as possible to help encourage 
our pupils to become far more fit and active.” 

Sir Steve Redgrave 

Poppy Angell, Courtney Moorby, Emily Pinder, 
Courtney Catterson and Mr Moran were the judges 
for an enterprise competition based around the 
Olympic Theme. Pupils from Hob Moor School, 
Woodthorpe School, Westfield School and Carr 
Junior School had to persuade the judges that 
their product was worth backing for its originality, 
design and pricing.  
 

The judges listened attentively as a wide range of 
products were advertised including Olympic         
T-Shirts, Ideas to combat the British Summer, 
Supporters Bags and Face Painting Kits. The  
judging took place on the 28th and 29th of June and 
all the judges were impressed by the quality of the 
presentations and the confidence of the Year 3 
and 4 pupils taking part. 

Three of our Year 11 pupils have been working 
with Inspired Youth to produce a series of radio 
plays that will be aired locally and nationally. 
The three girls, Kiara Langan, Tessa Young and 
Lauren Leyland who are part of the Bright 
Sparks Team have created the plays based 
around different viewpoints of an incident which 
took place at a teenage party. 
 

I was lucky enough to see the launch of the 
plays at The University of York St John and was 
astonished at the quality of the performances 
and the stunning nature of the plays. Following 
the showing of each play Tessa and Kiara an-
swered questions from an audience of over 100 
adults about their work and why teenagers de-
served to have a voice that should be listened 
to. In the half hour of debate Tessa and Kiara 
were articulate and thought provoking and a 
great advert for York High School. 
 

For further information visit the Inspired Youth 
website  and listen out for ‘Chance’ on the radio.
              

      Mr Moran 
    

Primary Enterprise Judging  Chance 

Uniform  
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York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Autumn Term 
Monday 3rd September - Training Day 

Tuesday 4th September - Start of new term 

Friday 26th October - Training Day 

Monday 29th October—Friday 2nd November - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 5th November - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 3rd December - Training Day 

Monday 24th December—Friday 4th January - End of Term Holidays 

 

Spring Term 
Monday 7th January - Start of new term    

Monday 18th—Friday 22nd February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 25th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 29th March—Friday 12th April - End of Term Holidays 

 

Summer Term  
Monday 15th April - Training Day 

Tuesday 16th April - Start of new term 

Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 3rd June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 28th June - Training Day 

Tuesday 23rd July - Last day of Term 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 11th September 2012 - Years 7-10 School Photographs  

Tuesday 27th November 2012 - Year 8 Parent's Evening 

Tuesday 29th January 2013 - Year 11 Parent’s Evening 

Thursday 7th February 2013 - Year 11 Photograph Day 

Tuesday 12th February 2013 - Year 9 Parent’s Evening 

Tuesday 5th March 2013 - Year 7 Parent’s Evening 

Tuesday 30th April 2013 - Year 10 Parent’s Evening 

Summer Term 


