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A message from the Headteacher: 

What a year! It is hard to know where the last 11 months have gone. A year in which we have done so 
much and there have been so many memorable moments, not least the opportunity a few days ago for me 
to watch students from York High performing on the stage of the Royal Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford. 
This is just one of many proud moments for me in the course of this year and I would like to thank all of the 
young people, their families and all of my colleagues at York High for the part they have played in a busy, 
challenging but very exciting and rewarding school year. I think we have probably all deserved a summer 
holiday. 
 

The end of the school year is also a time for farewells and we have a number of staff who will be leaving us 
at the end of term. They are 
 

Support Staff 

Miss Cox – KS4 Base Manager, Mrs Lambert – TA is retiring after many years of service to York High and 
Oaklands School, Miss McCabe – TA is leaving to train as a teacher, Miss McMurray – SEN Lead Practi-
tioner is leaving to begin training to become a Clinical Psychologist, Mr Pennock – TA is leaving to train as 
a teacher and Mrs Segar – Learning Resource Manager is retiring after many years of service to York High 
and Oaklands School 
 

Teaching Staff 

Mr Bell – English,  Miss Ellwood – Alice has worked as a TA for two years and has completed her teacher 
training at York High and has secured her first post in Beverley, Miss McFadzean – Maths teacher who has 
been appointed to Assistant Subject Leader at Huntington School, Mrs Parkinson – ICT teacher who is 
moving to Archbishop Holgate’s Academy, Miss Pickup – Geography teacher is moving for promotion to 
Subject Leader for Geography in Manchester. Dr Rock – English teacher is moving to Manor Academy, Mr 
Swash – Geography teacher is moving to a post nearer to home in the North East, Mr Ulebor – Maths and 
Mr Unsworth – PE. 
 

I would like to thank all of those colleagues for their huge contribution to York High and we wish them all 
well with their future plans and careers. 
 

New Appointments 

Of course change also means new staff and I am really pleased that Mrs Haldenby  - Subject Leader PE, 
Mrs Burton - English and Aspiration Leader, Mrs Alexander - Science and Mrs Graham Maths, will be re-
turning from maternity leave and they will be joined by a number of new staff. Mrs Callan – Geography, Mr 
Dewsbury – English, Mr Hollett and Mr Conroy both Maths, Mr Wood – PE Trainee, Mr Ellwood ICT, Mrs 
Stevens SEN Lead Practitioner, Mrs Barbour KS4 Progress Manager. 
 

We have also said goodbye to our Year 11 students in the last few weeks at their Prom held at the Pavilion 
Hotel which was a really enjoyable and memorable evening. We will really miss them but we have also had 
the opportunity to meet our new incoming Year 7 and their families which has been a real pleasure and we 
are very excited about working with them over the next five years. 

 

Finally at the end of a very busy year I would like to wish everyone a relaxing and enjoyable summer break. 
It has been a privilege to be the Headteacher of York High School this year and I am really looking forward 
to 2015 -16. 
 

Best wishes 
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In this Issue: 

     Page: This half term groups of Year 8 and 9 students have been taking 
part in a number of competitions 
 
On Wednesday 17

th
 Amanda Paul, Izzy Moss, Jake Smith and 

Stephen Franklin competed in the 9
th
 St Peters Physics Olym-

pics. This involved the team competing against 34 other schools 
in a series of challenges. The challenges included building a 
lighthouse from a Tesco catalogue, building a solar powered fan 
boat, and weighing a duck using a pendulum. Throughout the 
day there was also the fearsome Fermi challenge calculating the 
answers to problems like ‘How Many 10p coins would it take to 
cover the surface of the moon?’ And ‘How much does the air 
above Yorkshire weigh?’. The 4 students worked brilliantly as a 
team and managed to win a prize for one of the 7 competitions. 
Well done to all four.  
 

 

On Thursday 25
th
 June 12 students attended the NYBEP Inspi-

rations event. A group of Year 8 and 9 students competed in two 
Solar Powered Boat Challenges. They came a very close sec-
ond in both competitions, losing out by a fraction of a second 
each time. They were Brandon King, Josh Muir, Stephen Frank-
lin, Kai Sellers, Kieren Gott and Owen Chappell. 
 
 
 

A group of Year 9 students also entered the FERA challenge. In 

this they had to invent a resource to teach people about crop 

pests. In true Apprentice style they had to brand it, cost it and 

pitch it to a range of judges.  This group were extremely suc-

cessful winning the FERA Challenge award and the Science 

Award for Key Stage 3. Well done to Elliot Potter, Rhian Hay-

thorne, Troy Bushell, Guy Magson and Jamie Leach  
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Summer Term  YHS News 

Professor Brian Cox, yes that’s right, Professor Brian Cox visited 
York High School to oversee the awards ceremony for the Year 
8 and 9 students who have completed the Blue Skies pro-
gramme with the Jon Egging Trust – set up in memory of the 
Red Arrows pilot killed during an air display in 2011.  

It truly was an inspirational event with some words of wisdom 
from the man himself letting the students know that they can 
achieve whatever they set their minds to. Prof Cox, who helped some of the York students 
build their own rockets at RAF Fylingdales, told the students: "We are all normal, but we all 
have it in us to become exceptional. What you are doing here is becoming more and more 
exceptional by the day.” 
 

"One of you said you want to be an astronaut, and that seems utterly ridiculous except for 
the fact that someone has to be an astronaut.” 
 

"The things you have learnt in this programme are the small steps you have to take to get to 
where you want to be."  
 

Each pupil was presented an award after they had described and outlined the programme of 
activities and events they had taken part in. The students took part in 10 challenging activi-
ties over the course of the year - from high ropes courses to piloting a flight simulator at an 
RAF base. All the activities were based around the theme of leadership, teamwork and com-
munication. 

The programme is run with the help of RAF teams and bases across Yorkshire. All the stu-
dents who have participated have benefited from the programme. All the students taking part 
have thoroughly enjoyed it; one even called it a "life changing experience".  

The impact of the Blue Skies programme on the pupils has been fantastic and is clear for all 
to see. So many of the pupils involved have grown in confidence and this is evident in the 
work they are producing in school. On a day to day basis we are seeing the benefit of the 
blue skies programme, with reports from teachers commending them on their improved confi-
dence in lessons, from answering questions in class to reading out loud. When it comes to 
team activities the communication and teamwork skills they have learnt are benefiting all the 
pupils, enabling them to lead when in the past they would of most definitely shied away.  

Seeing the pupils engage with a group of strangers in a location, foreign to many people was 
fantastic to see and is testament to the work that Squadron Leader Ben Mark, Squadron 
Leader Sasha Nash and Allison Gluiton have done throughout the sessions. 

The programme pushes pupils to overcome their fears and build up their confidence slowly 
but surely. One example of this is seeing pupils who initially refused the high ropes activity 
only to be seen later on, a third of the way around the course some 20 foot in the air! The 
ability to talk in front of people is a skill required in many facets of life and one skill all the pu-
pils have had to build up over the course of the programme. Seeing all of the pupils stand on 
the stage in front of family and our guests of honour and deliver their presentation is a fantas-
tic achievement. The confidence and the boost to each individual’s self-esteem is a credit to 
the programme and to those who work with the Jon Egging trust. 

It really is inspirational to see how much the pupils have benefited from the programme. The 

pupils now have a real motivation to succeed and try everything that is presented to them. 

Professor Brian Cox visits YHS  
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Year 10 pupils Cameron Rostron, Hannah Davies, 
Leonie James, Ellie Smith, Richard Blair & Marcus 
Haigh were selected to take part in the Nestle 
Challenge day at the Nestle Insight and Learning 
Centre in York. Thirty pupils from year 10 took part 
in the selection process in YHS, when My Kinda-
Crowd on behalf of Nestle. All impressed in school, 
but Nestle could only take 5 from each school. 
However, they were so impressed with our pupils 
that they took 6. These pupils were successfully 
selected to take part in the final day.  
 

Once there they competed with pupils from 5 other 

schools to win a prestigious 2 week paid work ex-

perience at Nestle. On the day all of these pupils 

worked fantastically hard and excelled, outside of 

their comfort zones. They all gained valuable expe-

rience taking part in interview training and mock 

interviews, package design challenges, where they 

had to redesign packaging taking into account pro-

duction costs, environmental packaging and the 

customer experience. All of the pupils impressed 

and 2 YHS pupils Ellie Smith  and Leonie James 

secured paid work experience places. “Nestlé were 

very impressed with both Ellie and Leonie and the 

level of enthusiasm they showed on the day. They 

worked well on all activities and showed great 

team work and leadership potential”.  Well done!! 

What a Pack of Smarties ® - Nestle Challenge  

Saturday the 11
th 

of July was the third Acomb Dance Art and 

Music festival, or ADAM Festival which was held at various loca-

tions around Acomb.  York High Schools string band and mem-

bers of the vocal group performed on Front Street first thing on 

Saturday morning and drew a good crowd.  Everyone was in fine 

voice and performed brilliantly in the sunshine.  As well as the 2 

group performances there were solos from Charlotte Young 

(Year 7) and Eleanor Gibson (Year 10). Amanda Paul and 

James Gallagher (Year 8) performed a duet while Curtis Ainsley (Year 10) accompanied the 

vocal group on guitar for a rendition of The Beatles ‘Help!’. Organiser Sam Buckley comment-

ed on how well everyone had done saying “They really have made the school proud to-

day.”  Well done to everyone involved. 

Adam Festival  
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GCSE Exam Results Day 
Thursday 2oth August 2015 
09.00am – 10.30am 

On Thursday the 2
nd

 July the YHS Performing Arts Department held a summer review which 

showcased around 80 pupils’ hard work and talent.  Performances were given by soloists, 

the school singing group, string band and school band as well as the RSC Drama group.  

Dance was provided by the Year 10 BTEC dancers who did a cheerleader style dance and 

showed that they are well under way in preparing for their own show in November.  A num-

ber of Year 7’s joined together to perform a piece on Evacuation in World War 2 as well as 

getting together to sing.   

The evening really showed off what a wealth of talent we have here at York High.  Mrs Cross 

Head of Performing Arts said “I am really proud of the enthusiasm and hard work that the 

pupils have put in to this evening.  I am especially proud of the pupils involved in the band, 

singing group and string band, many of whom have been committed to these groups since 

September.  I hope that we will have many more pupils involved next year.  Well done to 

everyone involved and to the staff who gave up their evening to come and help.”   

Performing Art Dept.  

Summer Concert  

We always like to make 
sure that everyone under-
stands our uniform expec-
tations for the new year so 
here is some vital infor-
mation.  Jeans and leg-
gings are not acceptable.  
Trousers must be plain 
black and not have gold 
zips for example.  Shoes 
must be plain black leath-
er.  Trainers are accepta-
ble as long as they are 
plain black.   Hairstyles 
must be of a natural col-
our.  Only one pair of stud 
earrings are allowed, no 
facial piercings or stretch-
ers.  Shirts must have a 
top button. 
 

Thank you for your contin-

uing support in making 

York High School a school 

to be proud of. 

Mr Sims  

Uniform  
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YHS had its Languages Day inauguration on Tuesday 
7

th
 July and WOW was it fun!  

“It was great! I think everyone enjoyed it and want it to 
happen again.” 

Throughout the day speeches were given by language 
professionals, new language related classes were put 
on, foods from different countries were offered, after 
school activities took place and there was even a com-
petition. It was a ‘language and culture’ packed day. 

The Year 10 students were privileged to have a speak-
er talk to them about the importance of languages, especially in today’s international market.  

“I am inspired to study languages further because of what the speaker said.” 

Some Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 groups had the opportunity to do some Thai and Russian with 
some graduates from the University of York. Plus sample Urdu with Miss Jabbar. Each speaker 
talked about the demographic of each country, gave some interesting culture facts and the stu-
dents even came out speaking a few words and phrases in the language! Sawadiika! (Hello in 
Thai!) 

“I found Languages Day really fun and it was interesting learning about different cultures and 
the way of life in Thailand.” 

“I really enjoyed the Languages Day because we learnt a bit of Thai and it was fun to learn 
something different other than French.” 

At break the Language staff put on some free food to try including Spanish omelette, chorizo, 
olives, brioche, baguette and pain au chocolat. For lunch, foods from around the world were 
offered in the café and canteen which was met, naturally, with great enthusiasm from both stu-
dents and staff and the atmosphere was super.  

“The food was great! I had never tried chorizo before and I really liked it.” 

“I enjoyed the variety of food that was on offer. Miss Woodcock’s Spanish omelette was incred-
ible!” 

The after school activities were an Italian film evening and a Zumba class. Both were met with 
good reception and even staff came to join in at the Zumba class which was great to see (Mr. 
Hardy was particularly great)! Miss King worked us really hard on the moves and made it chal-
lenging but worth it! 

“The Zumba was fantastic. I really enjoyed it. Can we do it again?” 

“Zumba was awesome. I was really tired after but my friends and I had great fun.” 

Finally, the competition which took place was where students had to go round the school ask-
ing staff which country they were representing. Each member of staff had a flag with the coun-
try’s name above it and students had to collect as many as they could during that week. The 
winners of this competition, and a prize of cinema/book vouchers, were Nina Tanguay and 
Heather Burdon so congratulations to them.  

The Languages team would like to thank all students and staff for supporting them with Lan-
guages Day. It was a huge success and the team are already coming up with even cooler ide-
as for next year. 

Thanks, Gracias, Grazie, Merci, from the Languages Team 

Languages Day  
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Indian Storytelling  

Pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 were invited to join a 
special workshop on Indian storytelling with 
Shrikant Subramaniam from Kala Sangam, a south 
Asian arts organisation based in Bradford.  The 
pupils were selected because of the strong contri-
butions they had made to regular storytelling ses-
sions with Mrs Durham and Cath Heinemeyer of 
York Theatre Royal.   
 

‘The pupils in 7y3, 8y4 and 9y4 are really develop-
ing their skills as storytellers,’ said Cath.  
 

‘They share their ideas and discuss what they find 
interesting or strange in the stories, then they cre-
ate their own retellings of them.’ 
 

Shrikant is both an Indian dancer and a storyteller, 

so he ‘danced’ a story for the students, who creat-

ed their own rhythmic stories in response.  They 

then performed for Shrikant their own versions of 

some Indian stories they had been working on with 

Cath and Mrs Durham.  Indian savoury snacks and 

sweets were available for pupils to try.   

Here are some responses from the pupils: 
 

AMAZING, FUNNY,GREAT, I LIKED THE 

DANCE, EXCELLENT, BRILLIANT, INTER-

ESTING, REALLY CREATIVE, IT WAS 

GOOD THAT SHRIKANT CAME TO VISIT 

US, WE LEARNED TO TELL STORIES 

THROUGH DANCING, THE SWEETS AND 

DRINKS WERE GOOD TOO. 

New School Website  

From September 2015 we will be launching a brand new school website. The website will have the 
same  web address www.yorkhighschool.co.uk but will have a brand new look and feel. The main 
purpose of the website will be to provide parents, pupils and staff with a wide variety of  regularly 
updated information from school news and calendar, upcoming events, letters to parent, resources 
for pupils and many other fantastic features. The website will be our main area of information 
which will connect to our social network sites, Facebook and Twitter. We are also working on 
launching a YHS news and events app which will be accessible on your smart phone. In today's 
climate accessing the latest information on the go through a range of devices is more important 
than ever. We are very excited about these new communications tools and believe it will be an in-
valuable recourse for parents and pupils.  
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 Autumn Term    
Monday 7th September - Training Day   

Tuesday 8th September  - Start of new term      
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 2nd November - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January - End of Term Holidays 
 

Spring Term  
Monday 4th January - Start of new term      

Monday 15th - Friday 19th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 22nd February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 25th March - Friday 8th April - End of Term Holidays   
 

Summer Term  
Monday 11th April - Training Day    

  Tuesday 12th April - Start of new term      

Monday 2nd May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 6th June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 24th June - Training Day    

Friday 22nd July - Last day of Term 
 

 

Dates for your diary 
Tuesday 15th September - Year 7-10 Photograph Day  

Wednesday 23rd September - Open Evening  

Tuesday 3rd November - Year 7 Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 16th December - Christmas Concert 

    Thursday 14th January  - Year 9 Parent’s / Pathways Evening  

Friday 29th January  - Year 11 Photograph Day  

 Tuesday 1st February - Year 11 Parent’s Evening   

    Tuesday 3rd May - Year 10 Parent’s Evening  

Tuesday 7th June - Year 8 Parent’s Evening     

 

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact t.bottom@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

   

York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 


