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In this Issue: 

It is hard to believe but, we have already reached the half way point of 
the school year which for Year 11 means we only have about eight 
school weeks left before the exam season starts. For many of the stu-
dents in Year 11 this will be something they take in their stride but for 
others, as I have mentioned before, it can be a very challenging time. 
There is a lot in the media and from government at the moment about 
character and resilience in young people and at York High School we 
accept that it is part of our responsibility to help develop these traits in 
our students. We try to do this through our PRIDE values and the 
range of opportunities we provide but there is no doubt in my mind that 
the current generation of young people are under greater pressure 
than any other and as a school community we need to tread a fine bal-
ance between pushing young people to achieve their best and taking 
care of their emotional well being. That is one of the main reasons that 
we invest a significant part of our budget in our pastoral care team. 
 

Our commitment to the personal development of our students is un-
derlined by the wide range of activities and events going on in school 
at the moment. We will have over 160 pupils in Years 8 and 9 on over-
seas visits to Paris and Barcelona in the next few weeks and last week 
it was my pleasure to be involved in the interviews for a new Junior 
Leadership Team who will take up their positions after Easter. Further 
details are inside the newsletter.  
 

The culmination of our three year Leaning and Performance Network 
Project with the Royal Shakespeare Company will be a performance at 
the Theatre Royal, with our partner primary schools on 16th March. 
We are also looking forward to hosting staff and pupils from our part-
ner school in Uganda in the week beginning 9th March. If all of that 
wasn’t enough last week was our annual Dance Show, showcasing 
the work of our BTEC Dance students and we have the Y factor talent 
contest final to look forward to after half term. 
 

Taken all together I think we are doing our bit to support the wider de-
velopment of our young people. 
 

I hope everyone has a good half term break. 
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‘Around the World’ Dance Show  

Connecting Communities Family Event at YHS  

 

On Wednesday 4
th
 February the Year 11 BTEC Dance groups put on their dance show, based 

on the theme ‘All Around The World’ with songs from global artists. The students organised 
each and every element of the show, from advertising and choreography right through to the 
costume and performance. It was a highly successful evening and the students performed at 
their very best. The dances were performed to a high standard and the feedback we received 
was that ‘it was the best yet’!  

A big thank you must also go to Brad for his excellent technical support for the evening. Well 

done girls for your great achievements.  

Mrs Shelock  

Spring Term 
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‘Throughout March, 900 children and young people from 50 schools in six areas of the coun-
try (Cornwall, Hull, York, Middlesbrough, Birmingham and Southampton) will be telling the 
story of three of Shakespeare’s greatest history plays; Henry IV parts I and II and Henry V in 
a national festival called ‘The Head that Wears a Crown’.  
 

The schools and theatres involved in the LPN are changing the way that young people expe-
rience and engage with the work of Shakespeare. Rather than sitting at desks and reading 
the plays, students are approaching Shakespeare as actors do in a rehearsal room, using 
active, exploratory methods. Working in this way, students tell us that they find Shakespeare 
more relevant, more exciting and that it increases their enjoyment of school. Teachers tell us 
that teaching Shakespeare this way improves grades, behaviour and increases confidence. 
LPN schools and theatres are also introducing Shakespeare to children at a young age, ena-
bling them to discover the joy of his stories, characters and language at primary school.  
 

The LPN is a three year programme, during this time teachers embark on their own pro-
gramme of professional development and transfer their learning back to the classroom. Sup-
ported by artists from their partner theatre and the RSC, teachers have directed their stu-
dents in the creation of the performances you will see today, working with and celebrating 
Shakespeare’s original language.’ 
 

For more information on the LPN visit: www.rsc.org.uk/education/lpn 

Miss Albin and I have been working alongside 
York Theatre Royal and The Royal Shakespeare 
Company since July 2012 when York High 
School was selected to be one of six schools  
regionally to embark on the challenging and ex-
citing Learning and Performance Network (LPN).  
 

The Learning and Performance Network was es-
tablished by the Royal Shakespeare Company to 
ensure that Shakespeare was getting to all pupils 
and delivered in a way that would engage and 
enthuse young people. We have learned to take 
rehearsal room techniques and adapt them to 
our classes through gaining a qualification from 
Warwick University and been lucky enough to 
have had some incredible training from the RSC 
itself.  

One of the wonderful things about the LPN is that 
we have established a cluster with six other 
schools in York. It has been a joy and privilege to 
work with staff and pupils in our cluster and we 
are very excited about our up and coming festi-
val. We hope that you will come and support the 
pupils on Monday March 16

th
. Below is some 

background information about the LPN.  

Miss J Long  

Learning and Performance Network  
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It is very important that medical and contact details are kept up to date on our system in  case 
of an emergency. If there has been any change that you feel may be relevant please do not 
hesitate to contact reception and they will direct you to the correct area to make the required 
changes. As publicised in our last newsletter we are emailing newsletters to parents, where 
we have an email address,  please ensure we have your up to date email address also.   

Junior Leadership Team Appointments  

Updating Contact and Medical Information  

Spring Term 

Following interviews in which all of the applicants were fantastic, Mr Ellis and Mrs Harrison 
had a very sleepless weekend making some final decisions. The JLT will run a little differently 
next year and the students have been allocated responsibilities as follows: 
 

Head Girl: Eleanor Thornton 

Head Boy: Cameron Fullerton 

Deputy Head Girl and responsibility for Communications: Annie O’Doherty 

Deputy Head Boy and responsibility for Humanities: Adam Chapman 

Year 6 into Year 7 Leader: Ellie Smith (with support from Richard Blair) 

Current Year 7 into Year 8 Leader: Leonie James 

Current Year 8 into Year 9 Leader: Megan Paige Wilson 

Maths and ICT Leader: Richard Blair  

Science Leader: Jack Stokell 

Performing Arts Leader: Charlotte McBratney 

Technology Leader: Lloyd Heppell 

Sport and Health Leaders: Leo Baker and Lucy Brown 
 

These students will formally take up their roles after Easter when the existing JLT will step 

down. We will spend the next half term preparing the students for their roles, reflecting on 

what we have learned from this year. Faculty and Year Leaders will begin to develop ideas 

with the JLT over the next few weeks. Congratulations to all of this who have been appointed 

roles.  



 

 

Page 5 

YHS News 

Breakfast Club for pupils takes place every 
morning from 8am in the school canteen. 
Croissants, toast, tea cakes, bacon sand-
wich and fruit, hot chocolate and all other 
drinks are available. The club is a drop in 
session and there is no need to book a 
place. Items are the same prices as break 
time. Access through reception and down 
the Head Teachers corridor. This is a su-
pervised club and all pupils are welcome 
to drop in.    

Breakfast Club  

Issue 32 

Natural colour hair only 

 

White shirt with collar 

YHS tie 

 

V neck jumper: 

KS3 Royal Blue 

KS4 Black 

 

Black school trousers/ 

Black skirt with  

black opaque tights 

 

 

Plain black  

shoes 

Jewellery: 

Watch 

Single pair of stud earrings 

Medical alert pendant 

P.E. Uniform: 

Outdoor PE top 

Indoor PE top 

Plain Black Tracksuit Bottoms      

or Shorts 

Uniforms Reminder  
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York High School 

Cornlands Road 

York YO24 3WZ 

  

                         

Spring Term 

Parent Pay  

York High School accepts electronic payments for school meals and for 
some educational visits. In an attempt to remove cash and cheques from 
school we are asking parents to only use our e-payment system to pay for 
school meals and where possible for educational visits. This can be done 
online using a secure website called ParentPay or through local stores where 
you see the PayPoint logo. We will continue to take cash and cheques 
should you wish to pay by these methods. 
 

ParentPay offers you the freedom to make payments whenever and wherever you like, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week - safe in the knowledge that the technology used is of the highest internet security availa-
ble. Each parent has a secure online account, activated using a unique set of activation codes. You will 
be prompted to change these and create your own secure username and password for future logins. If 
you have two or more children at the school, you can merge their accounts once logged in. Making a 
payment is straightforward and ParentPay holds an electronic record of your payments to view at a later 
date. Once you’ve activated your account you can make online payments straight away. The system will 
also let you see a record of purchases made by your child at the till each day. 
 

Those parents wishing to pay using the PayPoint system available in local shops need to contact the 
school to activate an additional part of their account. There will also be a charge of £1.50 to purchase 
the PayPoint card which we will order and distribute to those parents. PayPoint payments are recorded 
by ParentPay in the same way as online payments and may be seen in your payment history under ‘My 
accounts’. 

Term Dates  

Telephone: 01904 555500 

Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Spring Term  

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 23th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April - End of Term Holidays   

 

Summer Term  

Monday 13th April - Start of new term        

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 1st June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

 

Friday 26th June - Training Day    

Friday 17th July - Last day of Term 

Monday 20th July - Training Day    

 

Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 10th March - Year 7 Parent’s Evening     

Tuesday 5th May - Year 10 Parent’s Evening  
 


