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In this Issue: 

 I would like to start the new year by welcoming our new Year 7 pupils and 
their families to York High School. The young people have made a brilliant 
start, looking very smart, behaving well and working hard. In particular the 
way they have already joined in with activities and clubs has been fantastic 
and I look forward to seeing some great performances on the stage and the 
sports field in the years ahead. 

I would also like to welcome the new staff who have joined us this term in 
particular Ms Underwood who is the new Faculty Leader for Technology who 
replaces Mr Harrison following his retirement. 

The start of a new school year is always a time when we look to see how we 
can improve our school further. I am always really proud of the journey York 
High School has made since 2007, particularly the achievements of our 
young people and the hard work and commitment of my colleagues. That 
doesn’t mean, however, we can’t do even better. One area we will continue 
to work on this year is to try and ensure that we communicate with parents 
and carers as effectively as we can. Our Facebook Page has now been oper-
ating for over a year and it has become a really important way of letting peo-
ple know what is going on. The same is true of our website 
www.yorkhighschool.co.uk which contains lots of information about school 
policies, procedures and key dates as well as other news. We now also have 
a twitter account @york_high. If you haven’t already seen or used our social 
media pages please do have a look and let us know how we can improve 
them to keep you better informed. 

The second key development for us this year is the idea of TEAM YHS – A 
CULTURE OF SUCCESS. This builds on our PRIDE mission statement and 
is really about getting across to young people that success is built on us all 
working together and each individual playing their part in that. It is also based 
on the successful approach of Team Sky and British Cycling which is built on 
the philosophy of ‘marginal gains’ and the idea that little things play a big part 
in success. The first change that pupils have noticed is that they are now ex-
pected to have a pen, pencil, ruler and planner in every lesson. This is 
checked by tutors every morning and if this is not the case pupils will be 
placed in a lunchtime ‘Respect’ detention. As the year goes on we will be 
sharing with pupils, staff and parents other ways in which we intend to use 
Team YHS to help us build on the success of the last few years. 

Finally, with the departure of Mr Cowley in the summer Mrs Mackay, who is 
now the Year 11 Leader, and I are taking greater day to day responsibility for 
the achievement of our young people. To that end we have organised two 
expectations evenings. Year 11 parents on 7th October and Year 10 parents 
on 14th October. I think we are all aware that the examination system is 
changing and becoming increasingly challenging so I hope that as many par-
ents as possible will be able to attend so that we can discuss how we can 
work closer together as Team YHS to get the success for our young people 
which we all desire. 
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This year we are launching a new initiative "Attendance for Charity". For each full day that a stu-
dent attends school, YHS will donate 1p to charity. Initially this does not seem a lot but there are 
190 days in a school year and 800 students in the school. We want this initiative to support the 
positive attitudes to attendance that have seen the overall attendance figure increase from 90% 
to 93% in the last five years. The students are nominating charities and will vote to decide on the 
charities that will benefit from the students attendance next week as part of the YHS Thinks pro-
gramme. In order for the school to be outstanding we need to have an attendance of 94% or 
more. At YHS the good attendance will be rewarded, firstly by students achieving their potential, 
and secondly those less fortunate will benefit by the money raised. 

Attendance for Charity  

The first four weeks of this year have been the best start that we have ever had to a school 
year. This is mainly due to the excellent attitude and hard work of our young people. At the start 
of term we re-emphasised the importance of being in the correct uniform and extended our ex-
pectations so that as well as a full uniform we expect every pupil to have a pen, pencil, ruler and 
planner every day. 

The response to this has been excellent and we would like to thank pupils and parents for their 
support with this issue which makes a huge difference to the start of a lesson and in the moni-
toring of homework. 

Finally on the subject of thank you we would like to say a HUGE thank you to all of the young 
people who helped out at Open Evening on 26th September. We were visited by over 200 fami-
lies and the feedback about the helpfulness and enthusiasm of the pupils, especially the Year 7 
guides and the contribution of Harry Collins (Year 8) and Charlotte Sloan (Year 11) to the open-
ing presentation was superb. 

Let’s hope the first weeks are typical of the year ahead!! 

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCIES  

York High School’s Governing Body currently has vacancies for parent governors which we 
hope to fill in the Autumn Term.  If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a par-
ent governor or have questions about the role of the governing body we would like to hear from 
you.  Please contact Susan Jennings, our Headteacher’s PA, if you would like to express your 
interest in this role (01904 555504 or s.jennings@yorkhighschool.co.uk).  Our Headteacher and/
or Chair of Governors would be pleased to meet with you to have an informal discussion about 
the role of a parent governor.   

 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IS FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER 2013.   

You can read more about the role of School Governors on our website at 
www.yorkhighschool.co.uk  Homepage > School Information > Governance   
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Attendance Information 

City of York Council is working with York 
schools to ensure that parents are aware of 
changes to the protocol around requests for 
leave of absence in term time, which will be 
made in September 2013 by the Department 
for Education. 
 
These changes mean that Headteachers 
must not grant any request for leave of ab-
sence unless in exceptional circumstances. 
Most often such requests for leave during 
term-time occur when parents seek time out 
of school for a family holiday.  
 
Leave of absence forms are still available 
from the school as we believe that it is im-
portant that we know where a student is even 
if we are unable to authorise the absence. 
 

Mrs B Holmes 

Attendance Officer 

Phone: 01904 555555 

Text: 01904500057 

E-mail: attendance@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club is up and running again this term.  

Everyone is welcome. Opens at 8am and closes 
at 8.30am. Last order for food is 8.20am. 

Menu on offer: 

Bacon Sandwich  £1.20 

Toast   £0.20 

Toast and Jam £0.25 

Cereal   £0.65 

Toasted Teacakes £0.50 

 

 

Let’s Grow 

The gardening Club in school are collecting 
the Morrisons Let’s Grow Vouchers. 

 

They can be handed in  at main reception  or 
given to form tutors for the attention of Ms 
Lambert.  

 

Spend and Raise 

Christmas is fast approaching and I am sure 
you will be buying gifts online for family and 
friends.  Please consider joining Spend and 
Raise  which will raise much needed funds for 
pupils.  Not all suppliers are on the list, however 
in the new year Spend and Raise are merging 
with another fundraising organisation and a fur-
ther 150 retailers will be joining the scheme.   

 

Holidays can also be booked through the site.   

 

Registration is very simple and only takes a few 
moments. 

 

Happy Shopping! 

 

http://www.spendandraise.com/
yorkhighschoolfund 
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Why bother to learn an instrument? 

There are many educational advantages to learning an instrument so here are our top 
Five reasons why your child should take one up. 

 Studies have shown it increases your brain capacity and IQ. 

 Studies have shown that it increases mathematical and literacy ability in areas such as 
arithmetic, reading and comprehension. 

 It sharpens concentration and co-ordination. 

 It teaches you self-management, organisation skills and discipline. 

 It can relieve stress, develop social skills and instil confidence. 

 

Performing Arts Clubs 

 Monday 3-4pm: First Verse Singing Group in PA1.  This is open to everyone, all newcomers 
welcome.  If you like singing pop, rock, musicals, come and join us. You name it, we sing it!  

 
Monday 3-4pm: Mr Ellwood’s Guitar Group in the Ensemble Room.  This is open to pu-
pils who know how to play or who want to learn.  You will need a guitar and although we 
have some in school that we are willing to let you borrow, we also recommend that you 
check out Banks and Mor Music in York City Centre who are happy to assist with the 

purchase and maintenance of guitars.  If you are interested in buying a guitar then please speak 
to Mrs Cross about ordering guitars through school. 

  

Thursday 3-4pm: Drama Club in the Drama Studio.  Everyone is welcome to join this group.  If 
you have experience of being on stage or simply want to come along and develop your confi-
dence, this is the club for you. 

 

Thursday 3-4pm: Keyboard Club in PA1.  If you want to learn to play the keyboard or have expe-
rience of playing it already, come along and give it a go.  Anyone who is interested in taking Ini-
tial or Grade 1 exams should speak to Mrs Cross. 

  

We are also hoping to run a recorder group in the near future. 

  

Private instrumental tuition 

If you have had private instrumental lessons in the past or would like to take them up then there 
are a couple of ways you can do this.  You can apply for lessons with the York Music Service at 
www.yorkmusicservice.co.uk .The service provides instrumental teaching during the school day 
at a reasonable price. There are also reduced rates available for families who receive some 
benefits and credits.  

  

If you are interested in having private guitar lessons, you can either go through the arts service 
or contact John Martin who already teaches guitar privately in school.  You can contact him on 
07810705779 or johnmartinmusic@aol.com for details. 

Play and Perform 
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Look Out for this Upcoming Theatre Trip! 

Attention all theatre trip lovers! The Communications Faculty are planning a trip to the York The-
atre Royal Studio in October to see the fantastic new play “The Only Way is Chelsea’s”. This 
play is not only set in Acomb, York but was created with the help of some of our very own young 
people at York High! Check out the advert below: 

‘14 year old Chelsea lives in Acomb, York - and as far as she's concerned her life's a mess. But 
she's got a plan. With the help of best mates Lee and Dionne, she's going to turn things around 
and star in her own reality drama. Soon enough, everyone wants a piece of Chelsea's reality, but 
can life in front of the lens refocus the many troubles behind it? The Only Way Is Chelsea's is a 
funny, dark but touching tale about one girls quest to re-invent her own reality and what can hap-
pen when you get what you wish for.’ 

The Only Way is Chelsea’s has been researched with a group of 14-19 year olds who live in 
York. Since April 2013 there have been school workshops, focus groups and discussions to find 
out what young people really feel about reality TV and the blurring effect of 'Facebook fame' on 
their expectations of everyday life. 

You can find more information on the York Theatre Royal website or why 
not watch the trailer on YouTube? More details and consent letters will be 
coming out very soon, so watch this space. It’s not to be missed! 

Rugby World Cup 

We have secured 43 tickets for three of the Rugby World Cup games, including the final at Old 
Trafford.  We have secured an amazing package deal which consists of three games and an offi-
cial England training top (see picture of Mr Langley below) for £55.  Priority will be given to those 
pupils who have demonstrated commitment to school rugby. 

 

England Training top included in package   

For more information see Mr Fitzsimons 

 

Lost Property 

Items which are lost or misplaced 
by pupils are held at Pupil Recep-
tion.  

Please collect all items  as soon as 
possible. Any items left will be do-
nated to charity. 

 

 

Bags2School 

Bag2School Fundraise for School funds. We are holding our next 
collection Monday 9th December at 9.00am.  

We can take the following items for re-use: 

Adults and childrens clothing, bedding, soft toys, paired shoes, 
hats, belts and handbags. NO BRIC-A-BRAC PLEASE.  

You can bring items into the school on Friday 6th December in 
black bin liners.  If you require a bag2school  sack these can be 

collected from the finance office the week of 
2nd December 2013. 
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UK School Games 2013 

On Saturday the 14th of September, thirty students from years 7 and 8 went to watch a gymnas-
tics competition, which forms part of the Sainsbury’s UK School Games.  
  
The event was held in Sheffield and competing at the event were the UK’s 
young elite athletes of school age.  These young athletes are performing at 
the highest level within their sport and put on an inspirational display.  

Year 7 Make a Grand Entrance! 

On the 3rd of September at the school gates there were nervous faces but also plenty of excite-
ment and anticipation amongst our new, Year 7 pupils. 175 pupils have joined us from all of our 
surrounding primary schools and blending them into a successful team is a challenge that I am 
relishing this year and for the next five years. We kicked off the year by settling into our form 
groups and helping students to find their way to their many different classes. To help students de-
velop their friendship groups we took those who were keen on gymnastics to the School Games 
in Sheffield last week to watch the gymnastics competition. Mrs Haldenby had a long Saturday 
but it was well worth the effort as the students had a great time. 
 
Last Friday our Year 7s took part in our Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) Day, 
which this year was combined with the theme of Equality. Sam Ruddock, British Paralympic 100m 
and 200m runner opened the day with an inspirational assembly about determination and person-
al excellence. Sam took part in the Paralympic Games in London in 2012 and he demonstrated to 
us how team work, hard work and commitment can ensure success. Throughout the day our stu-
dents took part in many disability sports as well as drama and discussion groups around SEAL 
and equality. All students got stuck in and made the day a real success. The Year 7 students are 
great to work with and I am really proud of the way in which they have made the transition from 
primary to secondary school. 30 of our year group were chosen to go to Pontefract Races with 
myself this week as a reward for demonstrating the PRIDE values throughout the SEAL day. The 
entire year group could have qualified because they are a really nice group of students. So we 
took nominations from our Year 9 leaders who helped throughout the day. At Pontefract we went 
behind the scenes and into the life of the jockey, from the weighing room to trying on their silks 
and viewing the runners and riders in the paddock. We had to leave after the first race but we had 
a brilliant time seeing first-hand the ups and downs of being a jockey.  
 
Now that we are three weeks in, our students are getting to grips with the layout and features of 
our school. The extensive extra-curricular programme is up and running and many of our Year 7 
students have embraced the new opportunities open to them. I am very keen for my year group to 
take ownership for their experience at York High School and over the next few weeks they will 
start to take on Leadership roles in and around our school. Before that though we have the Hal-
loween disco to look forward to, organised this year by one of our Year 7 Personal Development 
classes. We will be raising money for a local charity (yet to be decided by the students) and hav-
ing a good old knees up at the same time. I want to finish by saying how fantastic our Year 7’s 
look in their new school uniform and I am certain that they will wear their badge with pride for a 
long time to come! 
 
Ms Evans, Head of Year 7 
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Year 8 Visit the Railway Museum 

23rd September 2013 

47 year 8 pupils, who all got more than 400 achievement stamps in Year 7, went on a reward trip 
to the National Railway Museum.  We set off just after registration to get the bus outside school.  
The pupils were chatting and excited as we boarded the service bus, but willingly gave up seats 
to more elderly members of the public who shared our journey through the city.  When we 
reached the museum, we had to wait a few minutes to get in, but once the door opened the staff 
took us through a different door to the public and locked up our packed lunches. 

The group split into two to go around the displays and attend our workshops.  The museum itself 
had so much to see, with a huge range of trains from every era.  Particular favourites were the 
Royal trains, which were so beautiful, with proper beds and even baths in the bathrooms, and the 
mail train, with all its little compartments for the letters.  There were also fast trains like the Mal-
lard, the Japanese Bullet and the Eurostar train from the Chunnel on display. 

Our workshops were great.  The first one was about safety on the railway, which sounds quite 
dry.  However, it was presented really well, with some great video of melons being pulverised by 
vehicles at different speeds that made you think what would happen if that was a human head!  
The pupils all took the information in well and said they had enjoyed the way it was presented.  It 
made them all think twice before messing about near or on railway lines!  It was also great to see 
Jess Pursey dressed up as a Transport Police Officer!! 

Lunch was lovely as the weather was perfect and we sat outside on the picnic tables in the sun-
shine to enjoy our sandwiches, crisps, cakes and drinks! Discussion was very much about the 
displays and experiences had during the morning and a genuine interest was shown by all the 
pupils in the way the whole industry worked.  Many particularly liked looking in the workshop 
where you could see old engines being restored with many of the workings able to be seen.  

The second workshop was about bridges.  They demonstrated us-
ing smaller versions of bridge components how the physics behind 
bridge design worked.  Providing us with a history of bridge build-
ing, a great illustration of how forces worked in different situations 
and showing us how some of the problems facing bridge designers 
led to innovation and creative vision amongst the great engineers 
like Isambard Kingdom Brunel.  It was all very cleverly presented, 
but my favourite bit was when Ruby Loftus and Harry Collins were 
used as abutments in a number of bridge designs to show how all 
the different forces worked!   

Timings were perfect for catching our bus back to York High for 3pm, with everyone stating what 
a great day they had had and how enjoyable the whole experience had been.  From my point of 
view, it was a fantastic day, with all the staff involved, from school staff, to First York bus drivers 
to the Railway Museum staff, friendly, helpful, welcoming and knowledgeable.  It was also made 
special by the enthusiasm and good behaviour of all the pupils; I was very proud of the impres-
sion they gave the public of our school.  We had a pretty seamless itinerary, due to the fantastic 
work of the staff involved and I would like to extend huge thanks to the team.  I hope it was a day 
that the pupils will remember for a long time and will help them with their history and science les-
sons in the future. 

 

Dr Elizabeth Smith 

Year 8 Leader 
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York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Autumn Term 
Monday 2nd September - Training Day 

Tuesday 3rd September - Start of New Term 

Friday 25th October– Training Day 

Monday 28th October– Half Term Holidays 

Monday 4th November - Second half of Term Starts 

Friday 20th December - Last Day of Term 

Spring Term 2014 
Monday 6th January - Start of New Term 

Monday 17th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 24th February - Second Half of Term Starts 

Friday 4th April - Last Day of Term 

Summer Term 
Tuesday 22nd April - Start of New Term 

Monday 26th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 2nd June - Second Half of Term Starts 

Friday 22nd June - Training Day 

Friday 18th July - School Finishes for Summer 

Monday 21st July - Training Day 

Tuesday 22nd July - Training Day 

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact k.tattersfield@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

 

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date with al the latest News and Events.  

To ‘Like’ our official Facebook page go to the  

homepage of our school website and click on the Facebook  icon.  


