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Pupil Premium is an element of the school budget which is calculated according to how many 
pupils there are in a school which fall into the following three categories 

 Pupils who are or have been entitled to Free School Meals (FSMs). 

 Pupils who are Looked After (LAC). 

 Pupils who are members of service families. 
 
In York High School this funding amounts to: 

Financial Year 2015/16       £277,195 
Financial Year 2016/17  £240,255 
 

In addition to Pupil Premium funding we receive £23,500 for Literacy and Numeracy intervention 
at KS3 for pupils who join York High below national expectations at the end of KS2 
 
The government’s intention is that this funding is deployed in a way which supports the 
educational achievement of young people who fall into these categories. 
 
Pupil numbers in these three areas will obviously vary throughout the year but the current 
figures for York High School indicate that 33% of our pupils are eligible for Free School Meals in 
a school population of 757. There are currently 6 LAC and a further 4 pupils who are members 
of service families. 
 
The Pupil Premium was introduced at a time when some other funding streams which 
supported disadvantaged students were reducing. In York High School therefore we have used 
the Pupil Premium Funding to support some new initiatives but also to sustain others which 
support the achievement of pupils who qualify for the Premium (Catch up Literacy for example). 
 
The table below summarises the allocations of funding to support FSM and LAC pupils in the 
last two years. As many staff, for example have responsibilities that are not just focussed on 
specific pupils we have tried to estimate staffing costs as the proportion of their time which 
would be spent with pupils who qualify for pupil premium. 

 

Intervention Expenditure 2015/16 Expenditure 2016/17 

Teaching Support 50,000 35,000 

Emotional/Counselling Support 30,000 30,000 

Support Base 50,000 50,000 

TA Support 17,500 17,500 

LAC Lead  8,000 8,000 

Support Centre Staff costs 40,000 40,000 

Food Technology Supplies for FSM pupils 500 500 

Vocational placements 10000 7000 

Support for school visits and activities 4,000 3000 
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PROM contribution incentive 

 
3,000 

 
3000 

Attendance Support Funded by LA  15000 

School Uniform Support 1,000 1500 

Examination Support 15,000 10000 

Intervention 20,000 10000 

KS4 Revision resources 2000 Included  in exam 
support 

Reading Support 5,000 3000 

Mentors and Inspirational Speakers 2000 2000 

Able Gifted and Talented Residential 1,000 500 

Attendance interventions 10000 5000 

TOTAL £279,000 £241, 000 

 
These figures do not represent the whole impact on Pupil Premium pupils because some of the 
funding is inevitably used to allow us to appoint additional teaching staff which creates smaller 
class sizes than in many other secondary schools. This has knock on effects across the 
curriculum and all abilities. Upper sets at York High School are nearly always below 30 pupils 
and sets where pupils need additional support are often less than 15 and may well have the 
support of a teaching assistant. 
 
We believe this balance of the use of funding between targeted appointments and activities and 
subsidy to the broader school budget is allowing us to make a difference to the outcomes of 
pupil premium pupils as well as our other young people. 
 
Through our work with a range of partners locally, regionally and nationally we have developed 
systems and practices which are allowing all of our young people whatever their starting point 
and background to achieve well. 
 
Outcomes for FSM and LAC Pupils 

 
The table below summarises the achievement of pupils on free school meals in the last three 
years compared to the performance of this group nationally for this group of pupils nationally 
 
Key Stage 4 
 

Year %5A* - C inc 
En/Ma 

3 Levels of 
Progress English 

3 Levels of 
Progress Maths 

 Non PP PP Non PP PP Non PP PP 

2014 57% 19% 81% 53% 74% 37% 

2015 34% 15% 37% 21% 64% 51% 
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2016 48% 32% 63% 45% 61% 46% 

 
Key Stage 3 
 
Year 9 pupils in 2014-15 
 

 2levels 
progress 
ALL 

2LP pupil 
premium 

2LP non pupil 
premium 

English 70% 62% 75% 

Maths 75% 71% 75% 

 
 
Attendance 
  

 2013 2014 2015 

 
 

2016 

Overall 
Attendance 

92.7 93.5 92.84 

 
93.1 

Pupil 
Premium 

89.03 91.38 89.82 
91.56 

 
 
Destinations data 
 
We are committed to ensuring that our young people have a smooth transition to post 16 
learning and some of the staffing afforded from our Pupil Premium grant is focussed on this 
work. We are very pleased that we have been able to bring about a year on year reduction on 
the number of former York High pupils who are NEET (not in education and training) after 
leaving our school. 
 
     Year   % NEET pupils 
     2012   4.2% 
     2013   1.8% 
     2014   1.4% 
     2015             5.6% 
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The data above shows a very pleasing improvement in outcomes in 2016. In comparing gaps 
between Pupil Premium and Non Pupil Premium students it is useful to compare 2014 and 2016  
 
data when the overall outcomes at KS4 were similar. It is pleasing to note that the gaps are 
much narrower indicating that more disadvantaged pupils are making progress in line with their 
peers. There was a slight widening of the gap in English outcomes at KS3 in 2016 but 
disadvantaged pupils are making progress in maths in line with their peers. 

 Outcomes at KS4 for all York High pupils are being affected by the changing nature of 
GCSE examinations with a greater emphasis on terminal examination and the loss of the 
opportunity to resit. Inevitably these changes have a greater impact on young people 
who may have less confidence when dealing with terminal examination, or who may 
have a further distance to travel in terms of their progress or who may have less access 
to support outside of school. There is no typical pupil premium student but the 
characteristics described above are often relevant. A key focus continues to be to 
provide these students with more effective study resources for use out of school and the 
development of better study skills. Hence our investment in Revision resources and 
study skills. 

 

 We have employed additional admin support to provide assistance to teachers in tracking 
the progress of all pupils more effectively but with a specific focus on pupil premium 
students. The use of this data is a focus of regular reviews carried out by middle and 
senior leaders in the school leading to adjustments to teaching to accelerate progress 
where it is required and to inform intervention. 

 We will continue to provide the pastoral care and support for young people and their 
families, including taking further action to improve attendance. We are well aware that 
health and well being, attendance and other family circumstances can impact on the 
academic progress of our students. Many of the posts described above are designed to 
reduce these barriers to the progress of our young people and we have made a number 
of adjustments to the way that these roles operate within school to enable us to focus 
more effectively on the needs of Pupil Premium students. 

 
Year 7 Catch Up Literacy and Numeracy Funding 
 

Year Amount of Funding 

2015-16 £23500 

2016-17 £23500 

 
Year 7 pupils who join York High School below national expectations in Literacy and Numeracy 
are supported through two key strategies: 
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1. Setting according to ability. In these sets teachers are often supported by Teaching 

Assistants and by careful assessment and tracking pupils are supported in making 
progress. 

2. Key Stage 3 Base Support: Where further intervention is needed following assessment 
by class teachers and the Director of Achievement KS3 pupils receive one to one support 
in the KS3 Base. Pupils are withdrawn for 30-minute personalised support sessions 
focussing on the key areas of weakness. 

  
These strategies will continue in 2016-17 
 
Outcomes in 2015-16 
 

Below level 4 
Reading, Maths or both 

Y7 
2012/13 

Y7 
2013/14 

Y7  
2014/15 

Y7  
2015/16 

% on entry 27 28 25 29 

% at the end of Y7 21 16 10 14      
  

% reduction in below level 4 
learners 

-6% -12% -15% -15%   

 

 In 15/16 29% of pupils accessing 1:1 English intervention in the KS3 Base made above 
expected progress and 71% of pupils have made expected progress during Y7.  Pupils 
who had intervention are making accelerated progress.  

 23% of pupils accessing 1:1 in the base for Maths have made accelerated progress.  

 This is due to targeted intervention from the KS3 Base; where we have a full time 
progress manager delivering Catch up Literacy and Maths. 

 9/14 students who are still below level 4 came from KS2 at level 2 in both E and M.  

 Regular communication between the Base and classroom teachers has strengthened 
provision and where possible those pupils accessing intervention in the Base are 
supported in lessons to ensure all barriers to learning are removed.  

 
 
 

 
Date of Adoption by Governing Body:          
 
Chair of Governors’ Signature:           
 
Date to be Reviewed:    October 2017      
  

 


