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York Schools and Academies Board  

Statement regarding the reopening of York Schools and Academies  
The word “school” in the following statement refers to all schools and academies in the City of York.  

 

All schools in the City of York are represented on the York Schools and Academies Board 

(YSAB). It is important to make clear that our schools are, in one form or another, currently 

“open” to two groups of pupils: our vulnerable pupils and to the children of key workers. In this 

statement, “reopening” schools refers to reopening our schools to pupils beyond those two 

groups.  

YSAB is committed to ensuring that our pupils and staff return to work in our schools as soon 

as possible. Ultimately, the reopening of schools will be determined by central government; 

York’s local response will be to implement that national decision as it has been with the current 

period of partial closure.  

Current COVID-19 guidance from the DfE states that Local authorities are responsible for 

coordinating a response to the new arrangements. Whilst the decision to reopen a school rests 

with each individual school’s headteacher and governing body/trust board, we are committed to 

reopening York’s schools in a coordinated fashion.  

YSAB is committed to reopening York’s schools as soon as the government’s expert medical 

advice declares it is safe to reopen schools. We acknowledge that reopening primary schools 

will require different practical procedures compared to reopening secondary schools; likewise, 

fully reopening our special schools will entail different practical procedures to our mainstream 

schools. 

  

John Tomsett, (Chair) on behalf of the York Schools and Academies Board  

24 April 2020 

 

 

 


