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In this Issue: 

I am writing this on a boiling hot May afternoon which must mean we are 

in the middle of the GCSE exam season! One of my own teaching groups 

are sat in the hall in the heat doing their Physics exam, it somehow feels a 

bit unfair. That probably sums up the way the exam system works these 

days, with all of the changes we have experienced in the last few months 

and years. In spite of all of this Year 11 have been working very hard since 

Easter and a new approach to the revision period that we have called the 

‘Timetable for Success’ has worked very effectively and the response of 

the students has been great. The flexibility of my colleagues in making this 

work has also been fantastic. I hope it will bring the results in August that 

the hard work deserves. 

May is also the time of year when we begin the transition process for Year 

6 students who will be transferring to York High in September. Mr Sims, 

accompanied by our new Year 7 Leader Mrs James and Deputy Head Girl 

Erin Morgan will be visiting all of the students in their primary schools in 

the next few weeks. We then look forward to welcoming the students and 

their parents in early July so that hopefully everyone is excited and looking 

forward to the start of the new school year. The number of students joining 

us in September will be a record for York High and we are delighted that 

so many families are showing their confidence in our work. 

The half term since Easter has been very short but we have managed to fit 

in the Year 7 residential which was tiring but very enjoyable I understand. 

There are a number of other visits coming up before the summer holidays 

for Year 9 students and a final visit for Year 11 to the Bay of Naples in Ita-

ly. One of my hopes as Headteacher at York High is that as many young 

people as possible get the opportunity to take part in at least one residen-

tial visit during their time with us. I appreciate that in these difficult financial 

times this can be difficult for some families but I hope that there is some-

thing that everyone can be part of. 

With one very busy half term to come before the summer holidays I hope 

everyone has an enjoyable and restful half term and I look forward to 

meeting a lot of parents at our Annual Prize Giving on 19
th
 June when our 

guest of honour this year will be Jon Stonehouse, the new Director of Chil-

dren’s Services. Jon is a passionate Hull City supporter so I hope we will 

be able to cheer him up after Saturday’s result in the Cup Final! 
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YHS News 

Blue Skies  

Summer Term 

Fifteen students in Year 8 continue to take part in the Blue Skies pro-

ject, with the RAF. This project is about engaging with young people 

and providing them with some amazing opportunities they would not 

otherwise have. The project is part of the Jon Egging Trust and has 

provided our students with the chance to visit Linton on Ouse RAF 

Base where they have had the opportunity to sit in the cockpit of a 

Tucana plane, visit a survival unit and take part in a range of team 

activities. They have also had the chance to visit RAF Fylingdales 

where they were able to observe the movement of the International 

Space Station and to learn a little bit about how we monitor ballistic missiles in space!  

Students this week took part in an orienteering exercise around the RAF Linton on Ouse Base and this 

provided them with the opportunity to develop their team working skills as well as being an enjoyable 

activity. During the next few weeks students who have taken part in this project will be working on a 

presentation which will be seen by the students families and staff on the afternoon of the 11th June. I 

know that they have all had a brilliant experience and hopefully this will be shown when they do their 

presentation.  Ms Toyne, Teaching Assistant   

Students from Year 7 and 9 are working with South Park Nursing Home to provide a monthly social club for local 

elderly people. The students served refreshments, played boards games and spent time chatting and getting to 

know some of the South Park residents. Callum Clancy in Year 9 did a superb job 

of the bingo calling, a star in the making! We are hoping to extend the club next 

month and include more elderly from the local community. The club will run on the 

2
nd

 Thursday of every month. I was extremely proud of the way the students threw 

themselves into the challenge and everyone said what a fantastic time they had, 

including the students themselves.                 

                                                                      Mrs Harrison, Head of Year 9                                                                                                     

 

Friendly Faces Club  

Madalyn Harkus in Year 7 has 

recently been selected to swim 

for our county, North Yorkshire! 

Maddy will be making a huge 

commitment to attending train-

ing sessions 4 times per week in preparation 

for county competitions in the future.  

Maddy is a specialist in all of the strokes and 

is hoping to make a big contribution to the 

entire county squad. I hope her training goes 

really well and that she makes a big impres-

sion on her first call up for the county squad! 

Good luck and well done Maddy!  

Ms Evans – Head of Year 7 

Uniform Orders  Making a Splash  
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YHS News 

On Friday 9th May myself, Mrs Haldenby and Miss Ellwood set 

off with the Year 7 and 8 netballers to attend a netball festival at 

Boreatton Park, Shrewsbury. The journey there was eventful to 

say the least but once we landed it was fun, fun and more fun! 

The girls enjoyed lots of activities such as quad biking, rifle 

shooting and zip wires as well as playing a netball competition 

over the 2 days. We had 3 squads with 10 players in each 

squad and although we didn’t progress to the finals, each game 

was tight and only a goal either side decided most games.  

On the second evening, the girls were promised a disco by the organising company but this was disap-

pointingly cancelled, however this didn’t stop the YHS girls from having some fun, instead we organised 

our own ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ competition and the girls did not fail us. We had dances and singing ga-

lore! The winning act was the Year 8 girls, led by the Year 10 leaders doing a drum and singing act, the 

drums being bins turned upside down. Jessica Cowey from Year 7 also took one of the top 3 spots sing-

ing solo, which the judges thought was very brave! We all really enjoyed ourselves and I’m really look-

ing forward to our sports tour next year. Well done girls and thanks to all staff involved in making it a 

memorable trip.             Ms Evans, Year 7 Netball Team Manager 
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Year 7 Residential Trip  

Netball Festival  

After an exhilarating netball residential trip with the Year 7 and 8 netballers, I was confident that my Year 

7 students would not let me down with a successful residential trip the following week. Indeed I was not 

disappointed because each and every one of them were fantastic. Not once have I been on a residential 

(and I have been on many) where every student gets absolutely stuck in and has a great time. They 

were enthusiastic, hard working and great fun the whole time.  

We took 120 students to Bramhope Scout Camp to enjoy activities such as archery, canoeing, raft build-

ing and many games of Billy 1,2,3! I’m glad to say that I didn’t end up in the lake but virtually every stu-

dent did after their attempts to build and float their raft, but they took the whole thing in their stride and it 

provided me with many great photo opportunities! In the evening we got stuck into go-carts, the gladiator 

ring and obstacle course. I have to confess that all staff and most students will have many bumps and 

bruises from the obstacle course but Mrs Cross must take the prize for the longest time to complete the 

course. Mr Adie was the supreme Gladiator and Ben Moss must take the prize for being the only student 

to land an archery arrow into the woods, 25 metres past the target! A big thank you to all the form tutors 

and organising staff, especially Miss Burton, and I look forward to our international trip next year! 

Ms Evans, Head of Year 7 
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York High School 

Cornlands Road 

York YO24 3WZ Telephone: 01904 555500 

Monday 2nd June - Start of Half Term  

Friday 27th June - Training Day 

Friday 18th July - Last Day of Summer Term 

Monday 21st - Tuesday 22nd July - Training Day 

Term Dates for 2014 / 2015  

are available on our School Website  

Summer Term 

I was successful in my application for the opportunity to do work experience. This was honestly such a 

remarkable experience and I learnt many skills that I will never forget. My work experience was at the 

City of York Council. It was entirely different to what I expected. I got to work hands on with customers, 

this was a demanding task at times, but it taught me a lot. The first thing I learnt was how to communi-

cate with different customers, they all had different issues. The customers’ emotions are a big thing as 

this defines the type of customer you’re dealing with. Each person that I worked with was different; I 

learnt how to deal with challenging customers and also different emotion levels of customers. 

Throughout the week I was taught how to handle first hand situations, one on one with clients. I learnt 

how to behave in a work environment and how to work with different types of colleges. I was ‘thrown’ 

into different atmospheres from back room calling, finance security and safety to up beat under pressure 

environments. It was an amazing opportunity and I have taken every aspect in and will never forget this 

opportunity and the skills I learnt. Work experience to me was a genuine eye opener to the real world 

and how you have to leave your comfort zone for the enchanting to really happen. I would recommend 

work experience to anybody and for you to take every chance. It also gives you an enthusiastic boost to 

the future making you feel more confident and happy.                                            Paige Moorby, 10SC  

Summer Term Dates  

This year’s Y Factor was once again a sell out and a resounding success with over 40 acts audition-

ing.  Myself, Miss Kaye and Miss Long had some really impressive and interesting acts to choose from. 

We were particularly impressed by the way the vast majority of students had prepared for the auditions 

and how improved they were on previous years.  

After some difficult decisions the judges awarded first place to Holly Long for her beautiful performance 

of Adele’s Hometown. Second place went to Beth Dobson and Jess Pursey in Year 8 for a really excel-

lent dance duet that has certainly raised the standard of dance in the competition. Third place went to 

magician extraordinaire Josh Gregson. Well done to everyone who auditioned and made it through to 

the finals.                   Mrs Cross, Subject Leader Performing Arts  

Y Factor Results 

Year 6 Transition Blog  

A special note for Year 6 Parents 

and Students. A blog designed to 

answer all your questions has 

been created. On the blog you 

can ask questions and read 

questions and answer from other 

parents and students, from Year 

6, transitioning to York High. To 

access the blog visit our school 

website and click on the Latest 

News link at the top of the page. 


