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A message from the Headteacher:
Spring seems to have finally arrived following what must have been the coldest
term for a very long time, having put up with the snow and ice we now hope to
get the summer we all deserve!! In spite of the poor weather there have been lots
of exciting things going on in school. The highlight was undoubtedly the produc‐
tion of ‘Grease’. It was simply fantastic and I know it was thoroughly enjoyed by
everyone in a very full hall for three successive nights. The young people who per‐
formed were an absolute credit to our school, I felt extremely proud indeed.
Thank you also to the staff who gave up so much time over many months to make
the show happen.
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The variety of opportunities for young people at York High School is amazing. In
the last couple of weeks for example we have had a ‘Stockmarket Challenge’ run
for over 100 of our Year 10 pupils by staff and pupils from Burnholme Community
College, a specialist Business and Enterprise College. The winning team amassed
over £300k! On a similar theme, Year 7 students all took part in a ‘Smoothie’ En‐
terprise Day run by the North Yorkshire Business and Education Partnership.
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We had a visit from a Prison Warden and three prisoners from Askham Grange
Prison who came to talk to Year 9 and 10 pupils about life in prison and how easily
young people can be drawn into the criminal justice system.
Finally, only last week we hosted a visit from staff and students from our partner
school in Holland. All of these activities add so much to the broader education and
development of our students.

Educational Visits

Looking ahead we are about to embark on a project with the Youth Sport Trust
looking at our PE curriculum and raising the aspirations of our students, this will
involve some of our pupils working with Olympic athlete Darren Campbell. We are
also using our sports contacts to create a personal development programme for
some of our Year 10 students in September working with the sports psychologists
who work with Everton FC, Andrew Flintoff and Jimmy White. These opportunities
are available because of our increasing reputation on a national level as a Special‐
ist Sports College which is making a huge difference to the achievement and aspi‐
rations of young people. As the Headteacher of a Sports College I have recently
been working as part of a national committee looking at the future developments
for PE and Sport in schools and colleges.
Most importantly however our aim is to be a great school which does its very best
for students and it is wonderful to see an increasing number of our young people
who are achieving qualifications and grades that they never thought were possible
and we are very excited about the results that the current Year 11 can achieve this
summer.
As ever I wish staff, pupils and their families a very Happy Easter holiday and we
look forward to another rewarding and enjoyable summer term which will include
a special celebration for the World Cup.
David Ellis
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Stock Market Challenge
125 year 10 pupils took part in a
Stock Market Challenge. Pupils
worked in groups of 5 buying and
selling shares in 10 companies.
The dealing room was full of pu‐
pils trying to buy stock they felt
would rise or trying to sell shares
in companies they felt would fall
in price.
Tension mounted as teams
waited for news of how compa‐
nies were faring. An atmosphere
of hush descended on the hall as
news came in from the ‘BBC’.
From an initial budget of £15,000
the winning team managed to
have transformed that to a total
of £348,000. The day was organ‐
ised by Mr Moran in conjunction
with colleagues at Burnholme
School. Comments made by Year
10 pupils were exceedingly posi‐
tive. ‘It was a fun day’, ‘We
should have more days like that’
were just two.

A new school uniform?

As part of this event we will be
asking you to complete a ques‐
tionnaire and we will use these
along with feedback from staff
and pupils to decide the uni‐
form from September 2011.

Climbing Champions

York high school climbing team
have had another successful
competition season. Last week
the team took part in the inter
schools climbing competition,
competing against schools
across York, Leeds and Harro‐
gate. The team for the third
year running secured first place
bringing the trophy home along
with many individual medals.
Over the past few months the
team have been competing in
the British Regional Youth
climbing series organised by the
British Mountaineering Council.
Jade Jackson finished second in
the series securing her place on
the Yorkshire squad. The team
will be travelling to Edinburgh in
June to support Jade as she
competes in the National Final.
The team have shown great de‐
termination and commitment to
training over the past year and
are now looking forward to the
summer months when they ap‐
ply their skills to the real rock!

Three years in to the history of
York High School, governors
have agreed that they would
like to review our uniform with
a view to introducing some
changes from September 2011.
As part of that process all par‐
ents and carers are invited to
come and look at possible alter‐
natives on the evening of the
year 8 parents meeting on 4th
May. The parents evening will
go ahead as normal and a range
of suppliers will be displaying
their uniform ideas in the main
atrium and this display is open
to all.
Well Done Team!

Family Learning Day
March saw the fourth Family
Learning Day (FLD) take place
at York High School.
Once again the day was a rip
roaring success with activities
ranging from Indian Cookery to
Circus Skills. YHS Staff and
Community Volunteers joined
forces to deliver a wide range
of activities giving families the
opportunity to spend time to‐
gether, having fun and learning
something new.
The day was offered free to
families of year 7 / 8 & 9 at
YHS and pupils from year 5 / 6
of our partner primary schools,
Westfield, Woodthorpe, Hob
Moor, Acomb and Carr Junior.
Tanya Fahy, Extended Schools
Organiser said “It was really
fantastic to see so many fami‐
lies come together and the at‐
mosphere on the day was
wonderful. It is always a pleas‐
ure to run family leaning day
as we always have a great take
up from families and the feed‐
back is extremely positive with
families asking when the next
FLD will take place”. Families
also received a complementary
lunch and enjoyed lunchtime
entertainment.
The next Family Learning Day
at York High is planned for Sat‐
urday 12th June 2010, with a
little bit of a twist, a World Cup
Theme! If you have any que‐
ries in regards to FLD please
don’t hesitate to contact our
Extended Schools Organiser
Tanya
Fahy
at
t.fahy@yorkhighschool.co.uk
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The School Day
Governors also decided at their
last meeting that they would
like to consult with parents,
staff and pupils about the tim‐
ings of our school day. The pro‐
posal is for a minor change with
lunchtime finishing 5 minutes
earlier at 1.35 which means that
afternoon school will end 5 min‐
utes earlier too at 3pm. The
main reason for the change is
that with two serving points for
school meals we are able to
serve everyone by 1.25 and this
means that particularly in the
winter pupils have 10 minutes
of wasted time with little to do.
This sometimes leads to poor
behaviour. We feel it makes
sense therefore to shorten the
lunch break and use an earlier
finish to encourage more pupils
to become involved in our wide
range of after school activities.
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Sport Relief 2010

Through a variety of activities York Ms Alexander was even towed
High School was able to donate a around the course by valiant
members of her tutor group in a
total of £846.30 to Sport Relief.
vision
reminiscent of ‘Gladiator’.
Tension had been mounting for
the last couple of weeks as pupils Even Orca, her dog managed to
looked forward to a series of complete the course.

events predicted to bring fun and
enjoyment to the school. Pupils
arrived bright and eager in a range
of outfits, most of them of a sport‐
ing nature in keeping with the
Parents and carers have a legal theme of the day. Year 11 girls had
right to be consulted on these really gone to town and were
changes and we would welcome dressed to the nines in ra‐ra skirts
any comments by Monday 26th and football socks.
April which will allow governors Lunch time arrived and fortunately
to make a final decision at their the rain had kept off. This was a
meeting on April 27th.
moment of magic as the whole
school assembled for a mass aero‐
bic performance. Messers Langley
and Fitzsimons along with their
dance troupe led 900 students in a
For all the latest news and
frenzied
mixture of movement and
information please visit our
hip hop moves. Booming music
website:
from the PA echoed over the As‐
www.yorkhighschool.co.uk
troturf whilst pupils moved in time
to the beat. The general feedback
from the pupils was of a fantastic,
fun event.
The day ended with a mile fun run.
Pupils and staff ran, walked,
hopped or completed the distance
in three legged pairings.

The whole day had been a great
success with pupils entering into
the spirit of the day. An atmos‐
phere in Mr Cowley’s words of
‘Controlled Fun’ was apparent
throughout the day and staff are
eagerly looking forward to the
start of the World Cup when
football Friday might be another
day for celebrations.
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Educational Visits 2010 ‐ 2011
Visit

Year Groups in
2010/11

Number of
pupils

Approx. Cost When?

Lead staff

Arran

11

Approx 20

£150

Sept 2010

Mr Pattinson

Battlefields

11

30

£230

12‐15th Oct
2010

Mr Hardy

Holland

11

25

£200

Oct 2010

Mrs Beall

Half term
Residential

7

As many as
possible

£60

Late Sept 2010

Miss Shilleto

Tanzania

10/11

6‐8 from
York High
School

£1200*

July 2011

Mr Cowley

USA

9/10

20

£750

Oct half term
2010

Mrs Cartwright

Skiing

8‐11

20‐30

£700‐800

Feb half term
2011

Miss Lloyd and
Mrs McNalty

Paris

8

50

£200 ‐£250

Feb 2011

Mrs Muress

Poland

9/10

30

£500

July 2011

Mrs Smith

Holland

Keane, New Hampshire USA

This visit is for Year 11 students
who took part in hosting visitors
from our partner school in the
Hague in March 2010. This is an
opportunity for those students
to pay a return visit to Holland,
to meet up again with their new
friends and to experience some
time in a Dutch school as well as Battlefields 2009
enjoying the experience of trav‐
elling by sea ferry! This will be
our third visit.

In 2009 we hosted for the first
time a group of staff and stu‐
dents from Keane High School
in New Hampshire. In October
2010 we hope to take a group
of our students on a return
visit. Students will obviously
spend time in the High School
but will have the chance to ex‐
perience New Hampshire at its
beautiful autumn best. To keep
costs as low as possible our
students will stay with Ameri‐
can families and hopefully
make some friendships that
will last a lifetime.

Battlefields
This visit for Year 11 history stu‐
dents only is now a well estab‐
lished annual visit. It is a moving
and educational experience for
everyone involved.
Italy 2009
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Tanzania 2011

Arran

Mr Wood ‐ Marathon Man

This is an opportunity for stu‐
dents in Year 10 and 11 in
2010/11. This will be our sec‐
ond visit to Tanzania building
on our successful trip in 2009.
York High School is now part of
a British Council Project called
Connecting Classrooms. This
project involves Tanzania and
Sudan and includes partnership
with other schools in York. In
2011 we hope to take a group
of young people from the three
secondary schools involved,
including York High. As in 2009
the project will involve a year
of fundraising as well as the
two week expedition itself. Last
time we were able to raise all
of the money for the trip with
the exception of personal costs
like vaccinations. Students who
wish to be considered will be
asked to apply and will un‐
dergo a selection process in the
summer term 2010. The expe‐
dition will include visiting our
partner schools in Tanzania as
well as hopefully meeting some
students from Sudan. In addi‐
tion there will be a chance to
conquer Mount Meru and to go
on safari. It will undoubtedly be
the opportunity of a lifetime.

This is a residential visit to the
Isle of Arran for to allow pupils
studying GCSE Geography to
complete their coursework
and is only available to stu‐
dents in Year 11 in 2010/11.

On Sunday 25th April 2010,
our very own Mr Wood will
be running the London Mara‐
thon to raise money for Get
Kids Going!

Skiing
The details of this visit are to
be confirmed but we hope to
be able to take a group of Year
8 ‐11 students to a European
resort in the February half
term holiday in 2011.
Paris
This will be the third year that
we have taken a group of Year
8 students to France. The visit
involves a full tour of Paris and
a day at Disneyland and is al‐
ways very popular.

Get Kids Going! is a National
charity which gives disabled
children and young people ‐
up to the age of 26 yrs ‐ the
wonderful opportunity of
participating in sport, this is
done by providing elite
wheelchairs, coaching fees,
travel expenses and general
support.

Poland
This will be the first time we
have organized a visit to Po‐
land but it is a popular tour for
school groups which includes
the opportunity to experience
the true horror of the holo‐
caust with a visit to Auschwitz.
The trip will also include a visit
to Krakow and a trip down a
salt mine!

Lord Sebastian Coe is Presi‐
dent of Get Kids Going!,
Tanni‐Grey Thompson OBE
and David Weir MBE are Vice
Presidents (both extremely
successful Paralympic ath‐
letes).
York High School will hold a
non uniform day on Friday
the 23rd of April to raise
money. Each student/staff’s
name will be entered into a
prize draw!
Mr Wood is hoping to com‐
plete the 26.3 miles in 3
hours 30 minutes!

Tanzania 2009

Yr 7 Residential 2009

Good Luck Mr Wood......
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Yr 7 Enterprise Day

This February a group of
York high school students
performed ‘Grease’. Based
on the film, it was a spec‐
tacular show. It was really
good because the students
sang in high quality; they
were like a choir of angels!
They had worked hard on it
since November; both stu‐
dents and staff were dedi‐
cated to making it the best
show ever, and the audi‐
ence made it all worth‐
while!
The show
ran for three days straight.
The cast were brilliant. In
particular, Andy Atkins was
excellent as Danny, even
managing to overcome a
poorly throat to deliver his
final performance. Lee Hol‐
land did an amazing job of
acting as his understudy on

Thursday morning. In addi‐
tion, both Alice Stevenson and
Beth Wishart displayed an
amazing flurry of young talent,
portraying Sandy with dra‐
matic passion. Laura‐Beth
Newby was an impressive
Rizzo, especially when she
sang ‘There are worse things I
could do.’ Jake Hodgson did a
hilarious dance routine as the
Vince
radio
broadcaster
Fontaine. The T‐Birds and Pink
Ladies added drama and en‐
ergy throughout the show, as
did the chorus of dancers and
singers.
One parent said it was
absolutely outstanding. All the
audience agreed! Well done to
the cast, staff and crew. We
look forward to next year’s
show!

By Ben Stevenson 7CM and Callum Meek 7JR

An enterprise challenge was
created by a healthy drinks
bar on a visit to York High
School.
Xing Smoothies brought their
schools roadshow to its very
first York School. The aim was
for Year 7 pupils to gain busi‐
ness skills and knowledge
about healthy eating by de‐
veloping a new smoothie,
working out aspects like tar‐
get markets and costings, as
well as fruits for the
smoothie. The groups devel‐
oped a marketing poster and
presented their new product
in a Dragons Den style pitch
to a panel of judges including
the co‐founder of Xing.
The winning group will get to
sell their new product at the
Xing Smoothie Bar, with some
of the profits coming back to
school.
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Year 7 Base Football
The 25th of March saw the first game
played by the Year Seven Base Foot‐
ball Team, a tough ask away to Tad‐
caster Grammar School. The task
was made inexorably more difficult
when the team sheets were
switched prior to kick off – revealing
that Tadcaster had included no Year
7 pupils in their team, just Years 8
and 9.
Fortunately, spirits were kept high
as York High took the lead on eight
minutes. In fact, at the half‐time
break York High led the game by
four goals to three thanks to a goal
each for Reece Holmes, Lewis Ry‐
croft, Tunahan Karabulut and Josh
Ripley‐Kitson. The second half was a
far more evenly matched encounter,
despite no goals being scored in the
first twenty minutes. However, as
York High continued to threaten,
they were beaten on the break to
make the scores level.

Paris 2010

It all started on the 10th of Feb
at what felt like the middle of
the night, it was very cold, very
dark but it was 6am when I ar‐
rived at school and I was ex‐
cited. The coach arrived; we
packed our suitcases on and
The second half was indeed far less took our seats.

frantic as the teams settled to play
their best football. Fluid passing up
field continued to keep the game
open until the final moments when
YHS were beaten by Rooney‐esque
skill displayed by the Tadcaster for‐
wards. Despite trailing for the first
time, the lads refused to drop their
heads and went all out to get a last
gasp goal. Despite last pressure,
YHS fell to a highly creditable 5‐4
defeat.
Much praise must be
heaped on the defensive centre
partnerships involving Ryan John‐
son, Brandon Harris and Tom Brum‐
mitt.
Overall, I cannot have hoped for a
better performance in their first
game. The resolve shown by YHS
against older opposition was highly
courageous. There are a lot of posi‐
tives to take from the game, and
these will have to be put in practice
when Tadcaster make the return
journey on April 22nd.

We took the coach into Paris
which took us to the River
Seine for a boat ride. It was
very chilly, a bit drizzly but
great too. Next stop the Eiffel
Tower; with over 1000 steps
just to the second floor I’m glad
it had a lift!! We managed to
It would be a long day ahead; get some great photos from
we wouldn’t arrive in Paris for this level.
another 12 hours so we made We passed Notre Dame, the
ourselves comfortable......
Arc de Triomphe and many
We eventually arrived in Dover, other famous Paris sights. After
drove onto the ferry which was dinner at a local restaurant we
considerably cooler than the were ready to return to the ho‐
coach and had 45 minutes to tel.

Friday morning, our last day in
Paris and we set off for Disney‐
land. We split into groups to
explore this huge park and
thought best go on the big rides
before we ate lunch!! We
stayed for the evening parade
and it was amazing to see how
much shopping the girls could
do in one day, thought we’d
We woke up Thursday morning need a second bus!
(after not a whole lot of sleep!!) It was late when we returned
had breakfast and headed for to the hotel, time for one last
our first day out.
sleep before heading home...
explore. Once this part of the
journey had finished we all
gathered back at the coach to
continue on to the hotel in
Paris. We arrived after a really
tiring day, collected our cases
and headed to our rooms to un‐
pack. After a brief talk about
our plans for the trip it was time
to head to bed.
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Spring Term

Dates for your diary:
19th April:
20th April:
3rd May:

Training Day

Pupils Return to School

School Closed—Bank Holiday

4th May:

Yr 8 Parents Evening

5th May ‐ 28th June:
28th May:

GCSE Exams

Last Day of Half Term

31st May ‐ 4th June:

Half Term Holidays

Training Days for 2010/2011:
Wednesday 1st September 2010
Friday 22nd October 2010
Monday 29 November 2010
Friday 18th February 2011
Friday 1st July 2011

To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour please contact
d.matthews@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your child’s name and tutor group

York High School
Cornlands Road
York YO24 3WZ

Telephone: 01904 555500
Fax: 01904 788998
reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk

www.yorkhighschool.co.uk

