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A message from the Headteacher:

Inside this issue:

Our final newsletter of the 2009/10 school year really captures what an exciting and success‐
ful year we have had but also the fantastic progress the school has made in the three years of
its existence.
Many of the events will be described in more detail elsewhere but I would like to make par‐
ticular reference to the wonderful Year 11 Prom which Ms Robinson organized at the Castle
Museum. It was a brilliant venue and surely the best school prom in the city! All of our stu‐
dents looked amazing and their conduct throughout the event was excellent.
Another exceptional evening was our annual prize giving. Our guest of honour was Olympic
gold medal winner Darren Campbell. Darren spent the afternoon and evening in school and
was a true inspiration to everyone and for the students to receive their awards from such a
tremendous individual was great. We also used this event to reveal our new mission state‐
ment which is based on the values of the Olympic and Paralympic games. Our designation as
a specialist Sports College, which has just been renewed for a further 3 years means we want
to use the inspiration of the London Games in 2012 to help our school and pupils achieve
even better and greater things. I hope you will agree that the statement is a good reflection
of what York High School stands for.
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Our new mission statement will be followed in September 2011 by our new school uniform.
The consultation we held with parents, students and staff earlier in the term supported over‐
whelmingly a desire for a smarter uniform based around a shirt, tie and jumper along with a
simpler and cheaper PE uniform. After the summer holidays when our new Year 7 pupils join
us we will hold a further consultation about the specifics of the designs and colours with the
students. By December we will be able to show our new uniform and price list and the uni‐
form will be available from Easter 2011 and compulsory for all pupils from September 2011.

Yoscars

We will also be making one minor change to our school day from September this year with
lunchtime being reduced by 5 minutes to half an hour and the end of the school day becom‐
ing 3pm.

New Term
Arrangements

I must also highlight some other major events of the last few weeks:

 The fantastic Y Factor talent show won by the Year 10 band ‘What She Says Goes’. One of
the parents said to me after the event ‘Mr Ellis there was only one winner tonight. YHS!’
which summed the evening up very well.
 We have held reward trips for pupils in Years 7 ‐10 to Flamingo Land. To qualify for this
day off timetable pupils had to have a good attendance and behaviour record throughout the
year. This involved hundreds of students. Everyone had a great time and I hope those pupils
who did not qualify for the trip will make a special effort to be part of it next year.
The first 10 days in July saw us host 4 teachers and 8 students from our partner schools in
Tanzania. As well as having the opportunity to do all of the tourist things that can be done in
York, they spent a lot of time in school with us and our Connecting Classrooms partners at
Manor, Burnholme, Westfield, Hob Moor and Hempland. It also allowed the visitors to be in‐
volved in the selection of our next Team Tanzania who will be visiting Tanzania next July. The
new team comprises 6 students from each of York High, Burnholme and Manor. This will
strengthen the already strong bonds between our schools and there will be a chance for all of
us to contribute to the fundraising over the next few months to enable these young people to
experience the visit of a lifetime.
Continued on page 2…...
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Continued from page 1

Finally, I would like to say goodbye and good luck to the following staff who will be leaving us this sum‐
mer and thank them all for their hard work and support they have given to our young people:
Mr Lister

Mr Smith

Miss Gray

Mrs Spence

Miss Borg

Mr Kiernan

Mr Burke

Miss Gwyer

Miss Bogen

Mrs Myers

Mrs Wedgbury

Mr Wood

Miss Cook

Mr Bradley

Miss Yung

Mrs Wilstrop Miss Lawley

It is also an opportunity to formally welcome our new Year 7 pupils who have already become regular
visitors to the school. They will be joined by the following new members of staff:
Mr Skivington ‐ Teacher of RLS
Miss Albin ‐ Teacher of English
Mrs Graham ‐ Teacher of Maths
I hope everyone has a wonderfully enjoyable and relaxing summer holiday and we look forward to re‐
ceiving Year 11’s exam results on August 24th and seeing all the pupils safely back in school on Thurs‐
day 2nd September.

Celebrating Success with Darren Campbell
On Thursday 24th June Darren Campbell visited York
High School. Darren is one of Britain's most success‐
ful and well known male sprinters. He represented
Great Britain in the 100m and 200m, as well as the
4x100m relay winning gold in the 2004 Olympic
Games.

our at our prize giving evening where the theme was
celebrating success. Darren speaking of his own
achievements through sport said “There is no secret
to success only hard work, focus and determination”
The presence of an Olympic Gold medallist saw a
perfect opportunity for our school, a specialist Sports
The pupils were in awe of Darren as he spoke in as‐ College, to launch its new mission statement inspired
sembly about, not just his achievements but the chal‐ by the 2012 Olympic values.
lenges he had to overcome on his road to success. Personal excellence
Darren’s talk was incredibly motivating “I am here to Respect and friendship
inspire young people, to encourage them to believe
in themselves and follow their dreams” Coming from Inspiration
a background that many people would perceive as Determination and courage
disadvantaged, Darren is passionate about motivat‐ Equality
ing people to achieve their goals in life against all
Take Pride - Be Proud
odds. Darren talked to the young people about the
six keys to success, looking at belief, determination,
hard work, belonging, people skills and time manage‐
ment.
At the end of school thirty of our committed school
athletes were lucky enough to receive expect coach‐
ing from Darren Campbell himself. Pupils developed
their sprint starts, techniques and ability to work un‐
der pressure. Darren said "it's all about using sport as
a way of engaging with young people and teaching
them to be the best they can be in every‐day life.”
Darren completed his visit by being the guest of hon‐

Issue 6

Rugby Finals…...

YORKASH
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North Yorkshire
Mountain Bike Challenge

Both Year 9 and 10 were success‐
ful in winning the finals of the
Marston Moor 9’s Rugby tourna‐
ment involving schools from all
over North Yorkshire. On a hot
afternoon at Heworth RLFC both
teams performed exceptionally
well against much larger opposi‐
tion. The Year 9’s defeated King
James School 34 – 4 and the Year
10’s won their match against
Canon Lee 28 – 6, both teams
displaying excellent teamwork
particularly in defence to only
concede one try each. Special
mention must go to some of the
Year 9 students who stepped up
to play for the Year 10’s straight
after their final. Coaches Mr
Langley and Mr Fitzsimons were
especially impressed by the con‐
duct and attitude of the players
and look forward to a successful
year starting with the challenge
Cup in October.

A team of pupils from York High
School took part in the schools
Mountain Bike Challenge held in
Duncombe Park.
Pupils watched elite cyclists
from Britain start their 112 mile
race prior to the event.

York High School Sports Lead‐
ers have received a cheque for
£3999 at a presentation eve‐
ning in their bid to buy Sports
Hall athletics equipment.
The Sports Leaders Group
headed by Annie Turney, Alex
Standing, Abi Bowman, Abi
Hickton and Rachel Spencer
successfully applied for a grant
to buy equipment to run ses‐
sions for both primary and sec‐
ondary pupils in the area.

The first race for the pupils was
an individual time trial which
resulted in Tom Noble finishing
with the 4th fastest time, Kieren
Brown in 5th position and Char‐
lotte Sloan 3rd in the girls race.
The team relay took place on
muddy tracks and through
woodland in the park. York High
finished in 6th position with
Adrian Maynard adding to the
team result.

The sessions are to be organ‐
ised and run by the Sports
Leaders and the aim is for
younger pupils to enjoy active
lifestyles, have fun and at the
same time improve their ath‐
letic skills.

York Schools Biathlon Challenge
Year 10

York High School hosted the first Biathlon to be held at the Ener‐
gise swimming pool on Thursday 1st July as part of the National
Schools Sports Week events.
The competition involved pupils completing a 50 metre swim and
an 800 metre run.
The York High Sports Leaders were involved in organising the
event and scoring both in the pool and on the track.

Year 9

Individual winners included Maria Atwell and Drew Langan from
All Saints and Sam Backhouse, Alex Smith, and Freya Stanley from
York High.
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Will Emmett Memorial Fund OARSOME YHS

Thrills and Spills

Another year over and it’s gone un‐
believably fast. The Year 10’s have
been very busy this term, many
have achieved BTEC and GCSE quali‐
fications and are on target for suc‐
cess in 2011; we have held a fund‐
raising week in aid of Cancer Re‐
search and as a memorial to Will
Emmett which raised £903.20 with
pupils and tutors organising various
activities including a penalty shoot
out, ‘wanging the welly’, car wash‐
ing and various raffles. The students
themselves organised and per‐
formed singing and dancing acts in a
memorial assembly, we held a non
uniform day and finally the tutor
groups paid to enter a tug of war
competition which in itself raised
over £80, a fantastic effort and I
don’t think I have ever felt so proud
of them and I would like to thank
you for your support and generosity
‐ Miss Hustwick

On Friday and Monday last week,
334 York High School students were
given the opportunity to go to Fla‐
mingo Land. The students were in‐
vited for their good attendance and
excellent behaviour. We believe
strongly at York High School that
those who, day in and day out make
the right choices should be re‐
warded. The school was happy to
fund the costs of the transport for
the students who were invited to
Flamingo Land.

On Sunday 11th July York High
School participated in the 8th York
Rotary Dragon Boat Challenge. The
boat challenge is the Rotary Club’s
major fundraiser each year and
over the past seven years has
raised over £480,000 for nominated
charities. The nominated charity
this year was St Leonard’s Hospice.
York High School nominated
SNAPPY and York Gateway for
Young People as their charities and
two thirds of their sponsorship
money will go towards these good
causes with the other third going to
the Rotary charity. The races took
place over a 250 metre stretch of
the River Ouse between Scarbor‐
ough and Lendal Bridges. Everyone
had a thoroughly enjoyable day
raising money for our chosen chari‐
ties.

Spelling Bee Final

Year 10 students travelled on the
Friday and had the benefit of glori‐
ous weather. The coach driver de‐
scribed the students as the best be‐
haved for years! On the Monday the
weather at times made the log
flume seem dry but everybody had a
fantastic time. Mrs Muress, Head of
Year 7 has just about now recovered
from the terror of Cliffhanger!!
A superb day out for those children
who are always a credit to the
school.

Over £4000 raised for
good causes
Throughout this academic year, pu‐
pils, staff and parents have held
many events to raise money for the
following good causes:
‐ Children in Need ‐ £802.39

York High School held the final of York’s West Primary School’s
Spelling Bee Competition.

‐ Haiti Earthquake ‐£766.58

Parents, pupils and teachers from Hob Moor, Westfield and Wood‐
thorpe attended and watched the finalists compete in a heated final
round.

‐ Sport Relief ‐ £848.30

Thank you to Jill Hodges, The Lady Mayoress, Local Education Au‐
thority Consultants‐ Catherine Shawyer and Mike Jory for taking the
time to join us.

‐ Get Kids Going ‐ £736.68
‐ Woodlands Respite Care ‐ £35.36
‐ Marie Curie Cancer Care ‐£35.37
‐ Cancer Research ‐ £903.20
Thank you to pupils and parents for

Thank you also to all those who came to support the final and spe‐
your support and generosity in
cial thanks to the Y7 volunteers who helped to welcome our primary these fundraising events.
friends and marshal the event.
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Year 11 Prom
Year 11 celebrated the end of their York High
School days with a glamorous evening at York
Castle Museum. Pupils arrived in various modes
of transport, a continuous stream of limousines
pulling up the drive made for an amazing sight.
Young men in shades and tuxedos stepping out
of stretch limousines. Groups of expensively clad
girls exchanging greetings in the glare of flash
bulbs. It could have been Oscars night. 150 staff
and pupils were joined by a visiting group of Ta‐

nzanians from our partner school in Korogwe to ex‐
perience a truly magical evening. Guests made their
way inside for a drinks reception and wandered
through the museum ending up on the fabulous Vic‐
torian Kirkgate Street. An evening of fun, laughter
and dancing followed, with the Prom King and
Queen voted for, all that was left to do was say the
final farewells as the sun went down on the amaz‐
ing surroundings.

Prom King and Queen ‐

2010‐2011 Team Tanzania
Congratulations to the following pupils in their selection for the Tanzania
trip next year, they went through a rigorous selection process against pu‐
pils from ours and other York schools to win a place on this amazing ad‐
venture, they have a lot of hard work to do but I am positive they are all
up to the challenge.
Well done to:
Year 9 pupils ‐

School uniform will be
on sale in the atrium
on

Lee Holland
Freya Stanley

Year 10 pupils ‐

Liam Fox and Laura‐Beth Newby

Wednesday

Steph Harper

1st September

Jordan Myers

between

Jade Jackson
Tania Carter

10:30am and 4pm
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York High School Lottery
York High School has launched its very own lottery
to raise money for school funds. The object of the
YHS fund is to further the education and advance‐
ment in life of our pupils by providing or assisting
the provision of educational, recreational and other
charitable facilities not normally provided other‐
wise.
The YHS Lottery, in association with ‘The Weather
Lottery’ is made up of the ‘Sunshine’ and the
‘Lightning’ draws.
How does it work?
Choose 6 numbers from 0 to 9 and enter them on
the entry form (see below), if your numbers match
the last digit of the daily Fahrenheit temperature (in
the right place) of Corfu, Istanbul, Tenerife, Inns‐
bruck, Edinburgh and Stockholm, you win up to
£25,000! Smaller prizes are available for matching 3
or more numbers in the correct position.

YOSCARS
For the fifth year running, City of York Council, last
week held their unique competition ‘The Yoscars’ for
children and young people who aspire to be the next
Tarentino or Scorsese!
The Yoscars was open to budding young film‐makers
aged between three and 16 years of age from schools
across the city. Each of the finalists submitted a short
digital film or animation, which was assessed by a
panel of independent judges before the glitzy 'oscar'‐
style event held at York Racecourse. Entries were re‐
ceived from infant, junior, primary, secondary schools
and internationally.
York High Schools very own Amy Barker and Annierose
Fletcher won the Yoscar for ‘Best Animation’ Well done
girls!

How much does it cost?
Each entry line costs £1 per week. The Sunshine Lot‐
tery has 4 draws each week, Monday‐Thursday giv‐
ing you 4 chances to win a top prize of £10,000 for
your £1, the Lightning Lottery draw takes place each
Friday with a top prize of £25,000.
Where does the money go?
All the money is kept securely in a stakeholders
fund, 35% from the Sunshine Lottery and 60% from
the Lightning Lottery comes back to school.
How do I know if I’ve won?
You can check numbers in the Daily Mail or at
www.weatherfunds.co.uk. However, all prizes are
sent out automatically.
Please support us by picking up an entry form from
school reception today or play online at
www.yorkhighschool.co.uk

Welcoming the Future of York High
School
This year has seen an increase in the transition
activities that we have provided for the students
starting in September. We have run a programme
called transition detectives where Year 6 students
have spent the day with us before reporting back
to their schools about a typical day at York High
School. Ms Robinson who will be the Year 7
Leader has been particularly active working on a
Cyberbullying project with a group of Year 6 stu‐
dents.
The Year 6 induction day was a roaring success
with students taking part in a number of activities
including Drama, Sport and Spanish. All the signs
are that the future Year 7 are going to be one of
the best year groups ever at York High School.
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Teachers go back to
School
This year, proving it’s never too
late to learn, teaching staff at York
High School went back into the
classroom as learners themselves
to make YHS the first school in the
city to achieve the status of a
Teacher Learning Academy (TLA)
School.
The TLA is a national system for
teacher learning and professional
development aimed at improving
the standards of teaching and the
quality of learning. Teachers in‐
volved in the TLA are given the
opportunity and support to under‐
take classroom based research
into their own practice, and reflect
on what they have learnt and
evaluate the impact of their work.
York High School will continue to
work with the TLA to profession‐
ally develop its staff. 6 more
teachers are currently undertaking
research in their subject areas,
again with a Literacy focus. Cur‐
rent projects include developing
literacy in Maths, Science, PE and
English.
Our involvement in the TLA is tes‐
tament to our commitment to
continually develop the skills and
knowledge of our teaching staff,
improve the standards of attain‐
ment of our pupils and establish
lifelong learning as a key principle
for every member of York High
School.

The Y Factor
York High School held it’s first
ever talent contest ‘The Y Fac‐
tor’ on Thursday 8th July 2010.
Students were encouraged to
audition over two days in June
displaying what ever talent they
felt they had. Overall 35 acts
auditioned ranging from solo
singers to group dance acts and
there were some very interest‐
ing and talented performers. 11
student acts and 3 staff acts
were put forward to the live fi‐
nal which was shown to a full
house in the school hall.
The evening was a cross be‐
tween The X Factor and Britain’s
Got Talent hosted by Mr Sims
and Mini Sims (aka Aaron
Richardson), with each act per‐
forming and receiving feedback
from the three judges Miss
Long, Mrs Cross and Mr Ellis
who were all asked to justify
their credentials! The evening
kicked off with a crowd pleasing
performance from UBO Crew
who displayed their break danc‐
ing skills and it was clear after
this that the standard was pretty
high. The first half ended with a
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performance from our Tanzanian
friends and colleagues. It was
really brave of them to get in‐
volved especially as they only had
one day to rehearse.
The second half was kicked off by
the BTEC dancers and followed by
two solo vocal performances by
Marie Neilson and Callum Meek.
As we neared the end of the sec‐
ond half there was a great per‐
formance from the Year 10 band
who named themselves ‘What
She Says Goes’ and the whole
audience were up on their feet.
The judges retired to make their
verdict and the top three acts
were brought back up on stage.
The tension mounted as Mr Sims
announced that the runners up
were… ‘The Wannabees’ and
Marie Neilson making ‘What She
Says Goes’ the winners! The eve‐
ning was a great success and
really showed how much talent
there is at York High School. We
would like to say well done to
everyone who auditioned and
took part in the event. We hope
that everyone enjoyed the eve‐
ning and look forward to next
year when the trophy will be up
for grabs again, so start working
on your talent!!
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Summer Term

Start of new term arrangements:
Wednesday 1st September
Training Day
Uniform will be on sale in the Atrium between 10:30am and 4pm

Thursday 2nd September
First day of Term
Year 7 pupils arrive at school for a prompt 8:40am start
Years 8 ‐ 11 arrive at school at 11:00am

Dates for your diary:
22nd and 23rd July: Activity Days
23rd July:

Last day of Summer Term

24th August:

GCSE Results Day

1st September:
2nd September :

Training Day

All year groups return to school

To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour
please contact d.matthews@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your
child’s name and tutor group

York High School
Cornlands Road
York YO24 3WZ

Telephone: 01904 555500
Fax: 01904 788998
reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk

www.yorkhighschool.co.uk

