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In this Issue: 

A very short but busy half term brings us to the Easter Break and a very 
important period in the school year for our Year 11 students. There will 
be some revision sessions taking place in the holidays and when Year 
11 return after the break we will quickly be moving to a restructured 
timetable for Year 11 which we call ‘The Timetable for Success’. This 
tries to match lessons to the examination timings so that our students 
are the best prepared as they can be. Examination success is however 
a team effort from the young people, all of the staff at York High and 
parents and carers who can offer valuable support at this stage. The 
recent mock examinations show that Year 11 are well on track and we 
wish them well for the next few months. 
 

At the end of last half term Year 8 went on their visit to Paris, including 
an extra night stay for Mr Sims who had to stay and take care of an  
injured pupil who has now made a full recovery. The experience has 
not however diminished Mr Sims enthusiasm as this week he is taking 
62 Year 9 students to Barcelona. I am very grateful to all of the staff 
who give up so much of their time to allow our young people to gain the 
experiences they do. 
 

In terms of experiences I have to mention the brilliant Shakespeare 
Festival on Monday 16

th
 March when over 200 young people from York 

High, our partner Primary Schools and Applefields all performed in front 
of a packed Theatre Royal. This event was the finale of our three year 
RSC link at York High and this event, one of the most memorable in my 
ten years as a Headteacher, demonstrated the impact of the project. 
What is also fantastic is the commitment of all the staff involved to 
maintaining the Shakespeare work into the future. A special thanks to 
Mrs Cross, Miss Long and Miss Albin who have been involved since 
day one and have given up many hours and weekends to make this 
project happen. 
 

Finally after our Spring break we are looking forward to the summer 

term. Can I remind students and parents that there are no changes to 

our uniform after Easter. Pupils still need to be in school shoes and 

wearing a school jumper. We will notify everyone later in the term, if the 

weather gets hot, if we will be relaxing these expectations. As ever 

thank you for all of your support and I hope you have a good Easter 

break. 

www.facebook.com/yorkhighschool  
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Paris Trip  

Spring Term 

The Y Factor took place this year on the 25
th
 March and what a show it was!  A range of talent 

was displayed from all year groups and students really raised their game.  Josh Gregson and 
his magic act made a last and final appearance as he prepares to do his exams.  He has been 
a regular performer and entertained and wowed us all with his illusions.  Let’s hope we have 
some budding magicians in Years 7,8 and 9 to follow in his footsteps.  Meanwhile there were 
plenty of singers on show and a number of entries from Year 7 showing off both vocal and 
dance talents.  We also had performances from musicians ranging from the YHS band to solo 
pianists.   
 

The judging this year fell to Miss Long, Mr Ellis and our new music teacher Miss Smith with Mrs 
Cross taking to the stage to perform. After some very difficult deliberation the judges an-
nounced that Amanda Paul from Year 8 was this year’s winner with Jess Ridsdel in Year 11 
coming second and Taylor Reeves in Year 9 coming third. Well done to everyone who per-
formed and auditioned, you were great. 

February saw 106 Year 8 students go on tour to Paris! 
This is more than double the number of students that 
we normally take on international trips so I knew it was 
going to be a big challenge. However, after a long road 
trip our pupils were really looking forward to discover-
ing all of the delights of Disneyland.  
 

The highlight for me was the parade at the end of the 
day and the thrills and spills of Big Thunder Mountain! 
The following day we went up the Eiffel Tower and     
although the rain was coming down and there were an 
infinite number of steps to be climbed, the pupils loved 
the sights from the top and the whole experience of the tower. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all of our students for being really well behaved and for getting the most out of 
the trip. In addition, I would like to thank all of the staff for their hard work, which made the trip 
a great success.  

Ms Evans, Head of Year 8 

Y Factor  
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On Friday 20
th
 March, many students had the opportunity to see the spectacular solar eclipse 

as part of their period one lesson. Students from all year groups, viewed the eclipse in a varie-
ty of ways using special glasses, pin hole cameras and even colanders to stay safe! Staff and 
students were able to capture the majestic moment on camera, absolutely an experience to 
remember!   

Solar Eclipse  

This year a group of Year 8 girls have taken 

part in the Nail Art Project. The aim was for the 

students to become familiar in the practice of 

nail art in order to have a Salon Day at the end 

of the project. Miss Cox, a former nail art tech-

nician, ran the project and passed on her tricks 

of the trade. The girls practiced with tiger 

stripes and love hearts, glitter and diamantes, 

they learnt how to set up their own station and 

how to keep it tidy for their paying customers. 

The students learnt some other really useful 

skills such as team work and listening to others.  

 

At the end of the project family and friends were 

invited to the Salon Day where they were treat-

ed to painted and designed nails and a hand 

massage. All money raised has gone towards 

our efforts to maintain links with our partner 

school in Africa. A big thank you to Miss Cox for 

her efforts in setting up and running the project, 

a really big thank you to all of the girls who took 

part as they embraced the challenge and 

showed that they could work together as a 

great team. 
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Year 8 Girls Nail it!  
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On Friday 6
th
 March Year 8 explored Space 

as part of their STEM, (Science, Sports, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) Day.  
 

Challenges included the Solar System, 
Gravity, Rocket Launching, Astronaut Train-
ing and Space Animation! At least 30 pupils 
won vouchers for their superb efforts on the 
day. Well done Year 8! 

This term staff and pupils of YHS 
raised £673 through a non uniform 
day for Comic Relief. Well done to 
all involved.   

Royal Shakespeare Company  

STEM Day  

Spring Term 

Our three year partnership with the Theatre Royal and the 
RSC is nearly at an end and I am delighted to say that our 
festival “The Head that Wears a Crown” was a huge suc-
cess. We had 7 schools, 14 teachers, 250 pupils and a 
sold out Theatre on Monday 16

th
 March. To make the 

event even more special it was the very last thing to be 
performed at the Theatre Royal before it closes for a ma-
jor refit. Everyone who took part should be very proud. I 
know I was! 
 

The Regional Festival will take place on July 8
th
 on the 

RST stage in Stratford-Upon-Avon. Six regions will bring their collective cluster to perform. We 
cannot wait to work collaboratively with our cluster again and get a mix of pupils from all 
schools and ages.  
 

Miss Long, Performing Arts  

Comic Relief  Music for Youth  

On Saturday 14
th
 March 21 pupils from Years 7

- 11 boarded the train to Harrogate to sing at 
an event called ‘Music for Youth’ which offers 
young people the chance to perform in front of 
music industry professionals. The students 
sang two pieces ‘Castle on a Cloud’ from Les 
Miserables and Sam Smith’s ‘I’m not the Only 
One’.  
 

The feedback from the professionals was really 
positive and helpful and students were encour-
aged to perform more so that their confidence 
grows. We have also entered the school band 
via a recorded entry so we look forward to 
hearing the feedback on their performance as 
well.  Both groups are now waiting to see if 
they will be invited to attend the National Festi-
val events in Birmingham or Perth.  



 

 

Page 5 

YHS News Issue 33 

World Book Day  

Here are some pictures from the Annual World Book Day Celebrations.  
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Gone Fishing  

Spring Term 

This month will see the launch of the first ever York High School Fishing Club. 40 pupils ap-
plied to be a member of the club but after interviews and our money raising event, 10 lucky 
pupils have been selected. Our fundraiser involved the boys running a marathon. All money 
raised will be given to Fishing4Schools, a charity which inspires young people to take up fish-
ing for life and who has been instrumental in helping us to set up the club.  
 

On Wednesday 25
th
 March we will go to Pool Bridge Fishery to see how many fish we can 

catch! The boys will also be learning about the environment and working together to help each 
other as some boys have more experience than others. Eventually I am hoping the boys will 
gain their level 1 Fishing Coach Award and go on to fish for life. Thanks to Mr Anderton for vol-
unteering to help run the club, his fishing knowledge and passion for the sport will be invalua-
ble. Watch this space for my update in the next newsletter. 

Ms Evans, Head of Year 8 
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Summer Term  

Monday 13th April - Start of new term        

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 1st June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 26th June - Training Day    

Friday 17th July - Last day of Term 

Monday 20th July - Training Day    
 

Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday 5th May - Year 10 Parent’s Evening  
 

2015/2016 Term Dates are now available in the School Information section of our website.  

York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Spring Term 

Uniform  

Reminder: There are no changes to our uniform after Easter. Pupils still need to be in full school 
uniform with plain black shoes and wearing a school jumper.  

Jewellery: 

Watch 

Single pair of stud earrings 

Medical alert pendant 

 

P.E. Uniform: 

Outdoor PE top 

Indoor PE top 

Plain Black Tracksuit Bottoms or Shorts 

Trainers 

Term Dates 2015 / 2016 

Natural colour hair only 

 

White shirt with collar 

YHS tie 

 

V neck jumper: 

KS3 Royal Blue 

KS4 Black 

 

Black school trousers/ 

Black skirt with  

black opaque tights 

 

 

Plain black  

shoes 


