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By the end of this term we will have already completed 15 out of the 38 weeks of 
the school year. Year 11 pupils who will start their GCSE examina ons in May, are 
already half way through their final year at York High School. It really does only feel 
like last week since we returned from our summer holidays! 

One of the reasons that  me goes so quickly is because there is so much going on 
and this last half term is of course no excep on. One of the highlights for me was 
watching a group of our Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils performing Shakespeare’s Richard III 
on the stage at the Theatre Royal. Their performance was fantas c and although I 
am biased I think they outperformed a Sixth Form group from another school in the 
city and a Year 11 group from another school too. They can be very proud of their 
performance as can Miss Long, Mrs Cole and Miss Albin who prepared them for the 
show.  

Another very busy part of the school this term has been the Sport and Health Fac‐
ulty. The  rugby  teams have put  in  some great performances  in  the Na onal Cup 
compe ons and  in Year 7 and 8 we have seen a huge  increase  in pupils ge ng 
involved in teams. It is great to see so many young people represen ng the school 
and improving as each game goes by. 

I men oned Year 11 earlier.  It  is of  course a massive year  for  them, made even 
more challenging by the constant changes in the exam system but I have been de‐
lighted with  the way so many have  responded  to  the challenge, most  recently  in 
the GCSE Science prac cal assessments as well as the BTEC students who are right 
on track with their work. 

This week  in school Mr Sims and  I have been taking the assembly's and reflec ng 
on the life of Nelson Mandela and how his values fit so well with our PRIDE values. 
Mandela  showed  the world what  leadership was  all  about. He was  of  course  a 
unique person,  the  likes of whom are unlikely  to come along very o en. The  im‐
portance of  leadership skills  is however something we are always keen to  ins l  in 
our students as we aim to equip them for their future careers. In 2014 we will be 
focusing much more strongly on the development of young  leaders  in our school 
and the role they can play in making York High an even be er place. Look out a er 
Christmas for some of the changes we have planned. 

Finally I would  like to thank the whole York High School community for their hard 

work and support in 2013 and I would like to wish you all a very happy and peace‐

ful Christmas and a successful and enjoyable 2014. 
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Feb 14th is not a training day. There was a late 
change to the school calendar and although it 
says it is a training day in the school planner 
this is not the case. It appears as though 
some students weren’t entirely truthful when 
informing parents that the 2nd December was 
no longer a training day.  

Valentines Day Shocker 

Year 11 Progress 

Since October half term, the hard work from Year 11 has grown from strength to strength. 
Their dedication and hard work will pay off come the summer, but the main focus, upon return-
ing from the Christmas holidays will be the January mock exams.  The first mock exam will 
take place on the first day back from the Christmas holidays (January 6th). The mock exam 
timetable can be found on the school website.  

 

What’s been happening this term you ask? Those involved with the two Science ISA days can 
take pride and a sense of achievement as on both days, all students worked their socks off all 
day long. Both days were a success and we patiently await their results.  

You will be delighted to hear that the prom committee has agreed on a venue for the 2014 
prom. Further details will be announced in due time, but for those involved in the prom com-
mittee, there is a lot more to plan. If there is anyone with prom fund raising ideas please let 
the committee know! 

I would also like to add that Mrs Mackay and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with all of 
Year 11. It has been a pleasure to get to know everyone in the year group and cannot wait to 
return from the holidays refreshed and recharged and ready to continue with our hard work. 

Have a fantastic Christmas and New Year 

Regards 

Mr Walker & Mrs Mackay 

Autumn Term 

Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones are not allowed on the 
school site. We have seen an increasing 
number of incidents where mobile phones 
have been used for cyber bullying in school 
in the last few years.  

Any mobile phone seen by a member of 
staff at any time during the school day will 
be confiscated and returned to the student 
at the end of the day, if the phone is confis-
cated again it will only be re-
turned directly to parents.  

If pupils need to contact home 
they can see their Head of 
Year or pupil reception who 
can assist with this.  

Lost Property 

Items which are lost or misplaced by pupils 
are held at Pupil Reception.  

Please collect all items  as soon as possible. 
Any items left will be donated to charity. 
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Behaviour and Attendance Update 

Attendance Records Smashed!!!! 

 
We are delighted to say that the attendance for this term has been the best ever for the first 
term of the year.  Attendance is currently 94.4% almost half a percent higher than ever be-
fore.  We believe that this is down to the fact that the school can now issue fixed penalty fines 
and the attendance for charity initiative, see below for further details.  We will be looking to con-
tinue this improvement in the new year. 

One of the side effects of the mild winter that we are experiencing has been the sight of stu-
dents arriving in school  wearing only a shirt in December.  It has been warm but not that warm 
and can I remind everybody that the wearing of the jumper is not optional.  In the new year we 
expect to see all students in jumpers.  Lastly, at this time of year, many of us are getting our 
Christmas haircuts please remember that for Jan 6th hair colour needs to be natural. 

Next year will start with our anti bullying conference where representatives from all tutor groups 
will meet to improve the ways that we tackle bullying in the school.  If any of you would like to 
feed into this debate please email me on r.sims@yorkhighschool.co.uk with any ideas that you 
have about improving the ways that we deal with bullying in the school. 

 

Merry Christmas to everyone! 

Rod Sims 

 

This year we launched a new initiative "Attendance for Charity". For each full day that a student 
attends school, YHS will donate 1p to charity. Initially this does not seem a lot but there are 190 
days in a school year and 800 students in the school. We wanted this initiative to support the 
positive attitudes to attendance that have seen the overall attendance figure increase from 90% 
to 93.5% in the last five years. The students have nominated charities and voted to decide on 
the charities that will benefit from the students attendance . In order for the school to be out-
standing we need to have an attendance of 95% or more. At YHS the good attendance will be 
rewarded, firstly by students achieving their potential, and secondly those less fortunate will 
benefit by the money raised. 

Figures so far :       The Nominated Charities are: 

 

    
  

 

 

     

 

Year  Raised  % 

7  £105.83  96.7 

8  £88.05  94.3 

9  £94.76  94 

10  £92.46  93.2 

11  £85.22  93.4 



 

 

Page 4 

YHS News 

 

Pen Pals 

Autumn Term 

YEAR 8 French 

 Pen Pals  

 

COLLÈGE ST FRANÇOIS DE 
SALES IN DIJON  

Are now friends with Y8 YHS 
Pupils and they are enjoying 

sending and receiving mail the 
traditional way…. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil comments…. 
“In my opinion the pen pal letters 
are really good. We get them in 
class and it is really exciting and 
entertaining”. Cleo Hawkins  

“I loved it. It was amazing to see 
how other people live across the 
world and to communicate proper-
ly. It makes it feel more real”. Toni 
Robertson 

“I thought it was really fun be-
ing able to write to a pen pal 

from France. My favourite part 
was decorating our letters”.  

Taylor Reeves 
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The year 7’s have now been with us for a whole term and they are settling in extremely well.  
This half term, our aims have been to introduce students to two new leadership roles; Fair and 
Square and Friendly Faces.  Lots of students have been working incredibly hard on preparing  
Christmas gifts for elderly residents in our community.  The Christmas gifts have come together 
and we plan to deliver them before Christmas to around 60 residents.  May I take this opportunity 
to thank all of our year 7 parents who, without their help buying goodies for the gift bags, this 
project would not have been possible. 
Earlier in the half term a third of Year 7 students volunteered to give their time to our new leader-
ship roles; Fair and Square and Friendly Faces.  The aim is to give our students some ownership 
of their school and allow them to contribute to the values that our school stands for.  Fair and 
Square operates a drop-in service for students and Friendly Faces are always on hand for advice 
and information.  After an interview process and training day, the students are ready to work with 
each other for the good of their school.  I am exceptionally proud of the way in which they have 
taken these opportunities and they continue to be an inspiring group of young people to lead.  I 
thoroughly enjoy coming to work each day to work with such an enthusiastic group of young peo-
ple.  On 19th December we will have our Christmas bash, a fancy dress and onesie disco.  This 
is  planned and organised by the Year 7’s and they have done a brilliant job.  We will be dancing  
the afternoon away just like we did at the Halloscream disco earlier in the year. For those of you 
who missed it, the Christmas concert was a great show and the students showed nerves of steel 
getting up on the stage – well done! 
In addition to the year group working hard at school, I would also like to take this opportunity to 
say how pleased I am that we now have two Year 7 netball teams at YHS.  All 
girls are training regularly and playing in fixtures each week even those in the 
cold outside.  The Year 7 football team are progressing exceptionally well 
through the English Schools competition and the rugby boys are also putting 
the hours and hard work into training too! I am proud of their hard work and 
commitment,  well done guys. 
 
May I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a cracking New Year!  Here’s to 
2014 and more outstanding achievements from the year group. 
Best wishes 
Ms Evans 
Head of Year 7        

Settling In 
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Theatre Royal’s REACT festival  

York Theatre Royal have been wanting to produce a Secondary Schools Festival for many 
years and with its link to ourselves and the Royal Shakespeare Company 2013 was the per-
fect time to launch it. Three schools in York took part, Joseph Rowntree, Huntington and our-
selves. Each school had to create a response to Richard III and York High School decided to 
perform the full story in 20 minutes using ensemble approaches and original language; pupils 
involved were from Years 7-10. All the groups performed on the Richard III set on the main 
stage on the 25th November. All schools did very well coming up with interesting and creative 
responses to the play. However,  it would be fair to say that York High stole the show with so 
many lower school pupils being involved and commanding the stage.  

It was a delight to see our young people being so confident at holding their own against upper 
school pupils and sixth formers. 

 A very well done to all involved.  



 

 

43 Students accompanied Mr Fitz, Mr Langley, Mr Adie, Mr Parker, Miss Ellwood, Mrs Cole, Mr 
Oliver  and Mr Walker to 3 Rugby League World Cup Matches throughout November.   

The students watched England versus Ireland, New Zealand versus 
Scotland in the Semi Final and New Zealand versus Australia in the 
final at Old Trafford.   

It was a great 3 weekends and the students thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves.  

 The highlight of the trips was the singing on the last bus journey home 
and the positive reaction of our oldest students after having ‘touched 
Sonny Bill Williams!’  It was just a shame England did not make it 
through to the final!  Maybe next time. 
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Good Luck 

This year the York High choir known as First Verse have entered the prestigious BBC Songs 
of Praise Choir of the Year competition.  It is the first time the choir have ever done this and it 
has certainly been a challenge.  The choir had to record one hymn and a religiously inspired 
song so we recorded Amazing Grace and Make Me A Channel of Your Peace.   

The choir worked really hard on the recordings which were sent off to 
the BBC two weeks ago.  Not only did they have to sing in two parts 
for one of the songs, they managed to sing the other completely un-
accompanied and didn’t drop a note.  Even if we do not get through 
to the semi-finals we will receive some feedback from the judges 
which will be really helpful for the group.   

Well done to everyone involved and fingers crossed. 

     

 

York High Enter BBC Choir of the Year 

Rugby League World Cup 

Autumn Term 

Good Luck to the Year 11 Art & Photog-
raphy  

students who will be embarking on their 
GCSE   Final Exam in January.  

It will take 2 months! 
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During their lesson last term, Year 10 and 
11 GCSE Art students have been venturing 
into York, making the most of our fantastic 
city’s beautiful and varied architecture.  As 
part of their coursework criteria, pupils have 
been photographing and sketching on loca-
tion in the Museum Gardens. This provided 
them with the challenge of working in the 
open air and also being open to public opin-
ion, as many tourists freely gave an artistic 
critique on their work!  

York Minster was the next stop and for 
some, it was their first visit inside the mag-
nificent building which certainly didn’t fail to 
impress. The only moaning heard from the 
pupils all day was about their stiff necks be-
cause they couldn’t stop looking up at the 
amazing ceilings. Some impressive sketch-
es were started, interesting photos taken, a 
new appreciation of their surroundings de-
veloped and a clear understanding reached 
of how much bus drivers hate it when pupils 
try to pay their fares with £5 and £10 notes!! 

The Head of the RE (Miss Jabbar) set up a trip to the Buddhist centre in Pocklington. 

Many Year 7’s went, it was great to see so many Year 7’s participate in the trip.  

The Buddhist centre had a meditation room where we spent most of our time. 

In the meditation room there were lots of pretty objects most were about Buddha. Buddha 
comes in all shapes and sizes and also colours! We met a Buddhist monk and nun who told us 
all about how they live their lives and why. 

 

We had lunch in the lovely dining room and then a run around 
in the forest and walled secret garden outside! 

Year 7 

      

The Buddhist Centre 

GCSE Art  Architecture Trip  
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School Gateway 

Don’t forget we have the smart phone app 
School Gateway. The mobile message app is 
completely free, and cuts the costs of text mes-
saging. Great news as the money saved can be 
better used elsewhere.   

If you have a smart phone, you simply need to 
install the app from Google Play Store or Apple 
App Store.   

Full details of the app and installation instruc-
tions can be viewed on the school website. 

ww.yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Weather Lottery  

The school weather lottery raised £283.69 from 
September 2012-August 2013 which is fantastic 
as this goes towards the School Fund . 

If anyone is interested in joining and taking part 
is this scheme, all the details can be found on 
the school website.  

www.yorkhighschool.co.uk 
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Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

 

Autumn  Term 

 

York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact k.tattersfield@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

Spring Term 2014 
Monday 6th January - Start of New Term 

Monday 17th February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 24th February - Second Half of Term Starts 

Friday 4th April - Last Day of Term 

 

Summer Term 
Tuesday 22nd April - Start of New Term 

Monday 26th May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 2nd June - Second Half of Term Starts 

Friday 27nd June - Training Day 

Friday 18th July - School Finishes for Summer 

Monday 21st July - Training Day 

Tuesday 22nd July - Training Day 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date with all the latest News and Events.  

To ‘Like’ our official Facebook page go to the  

homepage of our school website and click on the Facebook  icon.  


