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A message from the Headteacher:      Page: In this Issue: 

 
It will come as no surprise that a key focus of this half term has been support-
ing Year 11 through their examinations and I am grateful to colleagues for the 
extra mile that they go for our young people at this time. I also want to say 
well done to Year 11 who have risen brilliantly to the challenge in the last few 
weeks.  
 

Thankfully, schools are about much more than examinations and our partner-
ship with the Jon Egging Trust on the ‘Blue Skies’ programme is just one     
example of the way in which we try to build the confidence and wider skills of 
our young people. We now have a Year 9 and Year 8 group involved in the 
project and the students had the opportunity to meet Professor Brian Cox at 
the start of this year’s events. 
 

Our new Junior Leadership Team and Prefects have taken up their posts 
since the holidays and they are now supporting staff at lunch time, working 
with tutor groups and in June the JLT will be organising a conference at York 
High on behalf of the city wide Independent State Schools Partnership which 
aims to support the progress of some of the most talented young people 
across York.  
 

Soon after half term we will be holding our Annual Prizegiving and I am      
delighted that ‘Super Hero’ Jamie McDonald will be our guest speaker. I met 
Jamie a few months ago for the first time and he is a truly inspirational young 
man and I know that students and parents will enjoy meeting him. 
 

This term we also begin our welcome and transition of the Year 6 students 
who will be joining us in September. I am delighted that we again have over 
160 students joining us and Mr Sims will be visiting all of the primary schools 
in the next few weeks.  
 

Finally, since our last newsletter we have of course had the general election 
and we await to see the impact on education and schools over the next few 
years. Indications are that resources will continue to be scarce but I am 
pleased that working closely with governors we have been able to present a 
budget that suggests that our finances will be stable over the medium term. 
This has not been without some pain as we have had to make some staffing 
reductions. We have done this by not replacing some colleagues who are 
moving on to other jobs so we have avoided redundancies but overall our 
classes will be a little larger in September. This will still leave us with an aver-
age class size of 20-22 for most subjects and we are determined that despite 
the challenges we will continue to achieve the best outcomes for our young 
people and we are constantly seeking to work with partners outside of our 
school who are keen to help us. Most recently for example we have found out 
that Higher York will be offering us additional resources to help us better    
prepare our young people for the transition from York High at 16 whether that 
be to work, apprenticeships or further and then higher education. 

Important Message  

 

There has been an 
error in the school 
planner, the date of 
the next training day 
is Friday 26th June 
and NOT Thursday 
25th June. All pupils 
have been asked to 
amend this in their 
planners.   
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Blue Skies  

Over the past weeks the pupils involved with the Jon Egging Trust Blue Skies programme 
have begun to grow in confidence and develop their leadership skills. Each session has seen 
every pupil given the opportunity to shine and take on the role of a leader within their group, 
each time gaining valuable experience and a better understanding of what it takes to be a 
leader. 
 

So far the programme has had the pupils undertake various activities at RAF Leconfield, 
RAF Fylingdales and Yearsley swimming baths. These activities have included looking at 
what it means to be a leader, what it takes to be a leader and the different types of leader. 
 

At Yearsley Pool the pupils experienced a crash scenario, with single and multi-person life 
rafts. It was an honour to see York High pupils not only engage in the session but take 
charge and lead their group. At our most recent trip to RAF Fylingdales, the pupils looked at 
how effective communication can play a part in leading a group. The pupils found out that if 
the leader cannot communicate effectively, the team and task in hand will ultimately fail. 

We have an activity lined up 
at Aerial Extreme High 
Ropes adventure course at 
Bedale and then two ses-
sions in school, before the 
pupils will present in front of 
the representatives of the 
Jon Egging Trust, RAF 
squadron Leaders and par-
ents. I for one cannot wait to 
see the end result. 
 

Pupils participating in the 
Blue Skies also had a fan-
tastic opportunity to meet 
with Professor Brian Cox at 
RAF Fylingdales. Professor 
Brian Cox delivered a truly 
inspirational presentation 
and throughout the day he 
interacted with the pupils 
making and testing rockets.  
 

I know the Blue Skies pro-
gramme has had an impact 
on the pupils involved and I 
know they will not only take 
the skills learned into their 
future lives and careers but 
they will look back on the 
experiences with pride and 
fond memories. 
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Summer Term  YHS News 

The UK Junior maths team challenge 
took place at the Mount School on the 
28

th
 April. Luke Franks Yr 9, Isabella 

Moss Yr 8, Amanda Paul Yr 8 and El-
liot Jackson Yr 9 competed against 26 
other schools from in and around York.  
 

Although they did not win, they enjoyed 
the challenge with a lot of very difficult 
questions.  It involved several rounds 
including a relay race. 

 

UK Junior Maths Challenge 

We are delighted to 
announce that Year 
10 pupil, Alexander 
Barrass created the 
winning Tour de York-
shire logo for Embla-
zon of York. Alex’s 
design has been 
printed onto hundreds 
of t-shirts which were 
available to buy from 
Emblazon on 2nd 
May, during the race 
of the Tour de York-
shire.  
 

Well done Alex! 

Tour de Yorkshire  

On Wednesday 6th May all pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 were treated to a performance from a 
young up and coming pop star Rich Cottell, who has recently supported The Wanted and  
Connor Maynard, and worked with Jessie J. Rich performed three songs, including a cover 
version of the latest number one hit “See You Again” by Wiz Khalifa, during which he invited 
pupils on stage to join in with the singing, with many York High School pupils stepping up to 
the mark. 
 

Following his performance, Rich then gave an engaging and heartfelt talk on Cyberbullying 
and Internet Safety. He discussed with pupils the danger soft online chatrooms, gaming and 
social media sites, and gave clear, honest advice on how to protect identities, report cyberbul-
lying and find help and support on these issues. Pupil response was fantastic, and at the end 
of each show pupils were able to buy his latest album, meet Rich in person, and get auto-
graphs and photos.  
 

A great morning was had by all, with a very serious message at the heart of the performances. 

Pop Star Performance  
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Uniform 2015/2016  

Parents will be sent a letter (as below) regarding uniform in the coming weeks.  
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York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Summer Term  
Monday 1st June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 26th June - Training Day 

Friday 17th July - Last Day of Summer Term 
 

Thursday 20th August  9.00 - 10.30am — Results Day  
 

We would like as many pupils as possible to come in for a ‘Grand Opening’ of their results and 
this will enable group photo opportunities.  

Term Dates  

York High School accepts electronic payments for school meals and 
for some educational visits. In an attempt to remove cash and 
cheques from school we are asking parents to only use our e-payment 
system to pay for school meals and where possible for educational 
visits. This can be done online using a secure website called 
ParentPay or through local stores where you see the PayPoint logo. 

We will continue to take cash and cheques should you wish to pay by these methods. 
 

ParentPay offers you the freedom to make payments whenever and wherever you like, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week - safe in the knowledge that the technology used is of the highest 
internet security available. Each parent has a secure online account, activated using a unique 
set of activation codes. You will be prompted to change these and create your own secure 
username and password for future logins. If you have two or more children at the school, you 
can merge their accounts once logged in. Making a payment is straightforward and ParentPay 
holds an electronic record of your payments to view at a later date. Once you’ve activated 
your account you can make online payments straight away. The system will also let you see a 
record of purchases made by your child at the till each day. 
 

Those parents wishing to pay using the PayPoint system available in local shops need to con-
tact the school to activate an additional part of their account. There will also be a charge of 
£1.50 to purchase the PayPoint card which we will order and distribute to those parents. Pay-
Point payments are recorded by ParentPay in the same way as online payments and may be 
seen in your payment history under ‘My accounts’. 
 

Please visit www.parentpay.com, click Login and activate your account using the unique code 
provided. If you have misplaced your unique code please contact Pupil reception at York High 
School. Your support by using ParentPay will help the school enormously. Thank you. 

Parent Pay  

http://www.parentpay.com/

