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What a year! There is absolutely no doubt that pupils, staff and our 
wider community can look back over 2012 with great pride and 
happy memories. In spite of the economic and educational       
challenges that we face, yet again, the young people at York High 
have come up with some fantastic outcomes. Our record GCSE 
results; our ‘Good’ Ofsted inspection; the brilliant York High School 
Olympics during National School Sports Week and the recent visit 
of the Royal Shakespeare Company are just some of the highlights 
of a truly memorable year. 
 

As we come towards the end of this term the activity and hard work 
continues, with more GCSE exams immediately after Christmas, 
fundraising for the Senior Citizens New Year Party, Year 11 Prom 
and Team Tanzania, as well our Christmas Concert that will take 
place as this issue is going to print. Pictures from the concert will 
be on our website in the New Year. I am sure we will all be ready 
for a well earned rest by December 21st. All of these events are the 
hallmark of what makes York High a special place to be and reflect 
the hard work of the staff on behalf of the young people. 
 

It only remains to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful and fulfilling 2013. A special thank you to parents, col-
leagues and pupils for their support and hard work during 2012 
and I am sure that the next twelve months will be just as busy and 
just as exciting. 

 

Enjoy the Holidays,  
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Every year, each Year 11 tutor group is required to do fundraising 
towards the end of year prom. To be a little different we decided to 
recreate the 90’s TV show Gladiators with the teachers as Gladia-
tors and pupils as contestants. Some of the events were the same 
such as the Wall and Duel but then a few of our own such as 
Space Hopper Race and Sumo Wrestling were added. The re-
sponse has been good; the Sumo Wrestling sold out and combin-
ing ticket sales and refreshments we have nearly raised £300 and 

hope to make more by editing it into a TV show. The Year 11’s who have helped bake cakes, sell 
tickets, put up posters etc have been fantastic and the staff have been great sports. As you can 
see by the pictures everyone involved have had a good time.                              Mr Tait, 11TT  Tutor 

Autumn Term 

Day of Equality  

Last month Year 7 had a col-
lapsed timetable day which fo-
cused on Equality, one of the 
values in our school mission 
statement. Throughout the day 
pupils explored the meaning of 
equality and participated in 
paralympic sports such as 
wheelchair basketball. Our spe-
cial guest for the day was David Hill. David was 
born missing his left arm below the elbow.  
 

David was Great Britain's youngest athlete at 
the Paralympics Games in Athens, aged just 15 
he made the final of the 100m Backstroke. 
Since then he has represented Great Britain at 
the World Championships in Durban in 2006 
winning silver in the Medley Relay and the Euro-
pean Championships in Reykjavik, Iceland win-
ning bronze in the 100m Backstroke. David is 
currently undertaking a Carpentry and Joinery 
Diploma at Bath College (2012 - 2013) where 
he carries his motto 'There is no such word as 
can't'.  

Gladiators 

King Lear  

Fundraising eStore 
A fundraising estore has been set up on behalf 
of YHS. An eStore is an online shopping direc-
tory featuring hundreds of retailers including 
John Lewis, Debenhams, Sainsbury’s, Marks & 
Spencer and many more. Each time you shop 
with these retailers via your eStore, a commis-
sion is generated and given to the YHS fund. 
 

Initially any funding received will be added to 
the Team Tanzania fund but this is an on going 
project to raise school funds.  
 

www.spendandraise.com/yorkhighschoolfund 

The Royal Shakespeare Company came to YHS 
on the 20th and 21st November. They performed 
King Lear in our school hall to over 400 pupils 
from YHS, Carr, St Barnabas, Woodthorpe, Hob 
Moor and Acomb Primary during matinee       
performances and a further two evening         
performances were open to the public. Our Year 
8 pupils had the opportunity to take part in a 
workshop with the actors after the matinee per-
formances where they were able to explore the 
relationships between Gloucester and his sons, 
and Lear and his daughters. The actors were 
very complimentary about how our pupils con-
ducted themselves. The pupils surprised us all 
by just how much of the story they had picked 
up. Year 8 have continued to work on King Lear 
this half term and I have been overwhelmed with 
how well they have done with this difficult play. 
Follow up workshops have been delivered in the 
primaries to the pupils who saw the play.  
 

We will be attending a Romeo and Juliet festival 
in Huddersfield in March where several of our 
pupils will be performing alongside 12 other 
schools to create the full play. This will give our 
pupils and us the chance to see what we will be 
creating in the third year of our project where up 
to seven schools will be performing a full Shake-
speare play, each taking different scenes.  
 

In May 2013 we 
will be performing 
Romeo and Juliet 
as our school play. 
We hope to see 
you all there.  
 

Miss Long,  

Teacher of Drama  



 

 

On Wednesday 14th November most of 
Year 7 went on a trip to a Buddhist 
Centre in Pocklington. We were taken 
by the Religious Studies Teachers Miss 
Jabbar and Mr Wyke. There we learned 
about lots of different things, including 
the life of a Nun and Monk and much 
more about Buddhist life. One of the 
other things we did there was act out a 
play about Buddha, which was great fun 
and interesting. In addition, we learned 
how to meditate. 
 

After we spent time inside we took a 
walk into the secret forest and secret 
garden, which was great fun. We      
decided to go on this trip because we 
thought it would be fun and educational. 
We would definitely recommend visiting 
the centre, as it is fun and factual. So 
overall we had a great time and are 
glad we went! 
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Bag2School is a free fundraising scheme. It works in 
partnership with Schools and Charities to help raise 
funds from donations. They operate throughout the UK; 
collecting and selling your unwanted textiles to importers 
and wholesalers in many countries.  
 

Our next collection date is Tuesday 22nd January 2013.  
Donations of clothes and shoes can be brought into 
school in any bag/bin liner. YHS will receive 50p per kilo 
for unwanted textiles. Bag2School collects good quality 
second hand adults and children`s clothing, sheets, 
blankets, curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and handbags. 
All items collected are for RE-USE.  

Please note we cannot accept: 

- Dirty or wet clothing        - Single Shoes  

- Off cuts of material  - Industrial curtains/bedding 

- Carpets   - Mats  

- Pillows   - Duvets 

- Bric A Brac   - Corporate clothing 

Bags2school are running a promotion in January, the 
heaviest collection weight in January will receive an addi-
tional £100 bonus! Please help us to try and raise much 
needed funds.  

Bag2School  

It was freezing cold when we turned up 
to the Acorn Rugby Club, it felt like -2 
degrees. We were against Andrew Mar-
vell from Hull in the Carnegie RL com-
petition. We were nervous as they were 
Year 11s and big, we had lots of Year 
10s. We started the match well and 
Brad Winters scored the first try from a 
penalty.  
 

At half time we were ahead by 2 points. 
Mr Fitzsimons half time talk and Lloyd 
Todd's enthusiasm motivated all of us 
to carry on and win the game 28—22. 
Outstanding players were Jake Callum, 
Alex Smith, Lloyd Todd, Brad Winters 
and Robbie Langstaff.  
 

Brandon Harris & Ryan Johnson, Year 10 

Rugby U16s 

Year 7 Buddhist Centre Visit  

Connecting Cultures York is a free family learning day 
comprising of a variety of interactive, fun filled activities 
and vibrant performances. The event will take place in 
February half-term on Wednesday 20th February 2013.  
 

This is event is organised and coordinated by One & 
Other York. If you would like further  information regard-
ing the event please feel free to get in touch with Ailsa 
Brown on 07824874216 or email ailsa@nybep.org.uk 

Emily Sykes, 
Beth Dobson, 
Ruby Loftus, 
Year 7 

Connecting Cultures 
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York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Autumn  Term 

Spring Term 
Monday 7th January - Start of new term    

Monday 18th—Friday 22nd February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 25th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 29th March—Friday 12th April - End of Term Holidays 

 

Summer Term  
Monday 15th April - Training Day 

Tuesday 16th April - Start of new term 

Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 3rd June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 28th June - Training Day 

Tuesday 23rd July - Last day of Term 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 29th January 2013 - Year 11 Parent’s Evening 

Thursday 7th February 2013 - Year 11 Photograph Day 

Tuesday 12th February 2013 - Year 9 Parent’s Evening 

Tuesday 5th March 2013 - Year 7 Parent’s Evening 

Tuesday 30th April 2013 - Year 10 Parent’s Evening 

 Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date with all the latest News and Events.  

To connect with our official Facebook page go to the homepage of our school  

website and click on the Facebook icon  

 To receive future copies of YHS News in full colour by email  

please contact t.bottom@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

Term Dates 2013 


