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In this Issue 20: 
One of the important roles of the Headteacher of a school is to respond 
to the changes in government policies and interpret them in the best 
way possible for the young people at their school. Since first becoming 
a Headteacher in 2005 the pace of change in education has been rapid 
irrespective of the political party in government. Amidst the current 
round of changes there are two which will have a very noticeable     
impact for the young people at York High. 
 

The pupils currently in Year 9 are thinking carefully about their choices 
of subjects for Year 10 and 11 and this year we have presented them 
with a rather different curriculum choice than in the recent past. We 
have moved from a 3 ‘choice’ system to 4 but for some pupils this 
fourth subject will actually be a compulsory Modern Language. This 
language coupled with a choice of History or Geography will then allow 
the students to fulfil the subject range which constitutes the new     
English Baccalaureate Certificate. The future currency of this qualifica-
tion, for University Entrance for example, is still unclear but we felt that 
this year it was important that we gave a much larger proportion of pu-
pils the chance to meet this new standard. We are also needing to re-
spond to new ways in which vocational qualifications like BTEC’s will 
be assessed and certificated in the future. As with any change I expect 
that not everyone will be happy with it but I would want to reassure par-
ents that we are trying to make decisions which have the best interests 
of our students at heart. 
 

A second key decision has been the changes we are making to Work 
Experience in Year 10. From this year the 2 week placement at the end 
of the summer term for all Year 10 students will no longer happen. This 
decision has been made for a lot of reasons but mainly because we felt 
that for many students the returns that they got from the 2 weeks did 
not justify the placements. In recent years a large proportion of pupils 
did not get any of their choices and up to 20 ended up being allocated 
tasks in school. In addition many pupils reported that although they en-
joyed their placement it often wasn’t challenging enough. Our response 
has been to put in place a range of alternative experiences including 
‘Aspire Week’ for all Year 10 students, a project called ‘Dare to Move’ 
for a group of targeted students in the Easter holidays as well as the 
experience that a number of pupils have in the work place because of 
the vocational course they are following. Taken together we feel that 
this will better prepare the majority of pupils for career and college 
choices at the end of Year 11. Miss Tosney who is coordinating this 
work has provided more information later in this newsletter. 
 

Finally I hope you saw the excellent coverage of the work we are doing 
at York High in the Observer on January 27th, in a really interesting  
article about the legacy of London 2012. 
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Spring Term 

The RE Department is running a trip to Bradford on Thursday 
28th February 2013. On the day, Year 8 pupils will have an 
opportunity to explore a Gurdwara and a Mandir and then, to 
explore the Media Museum. The trip costs £16. Pupils wish-
ing to go must ensure their money and permission slips are 
at the Finance Office by Friday 15th February. 
 

Revision Guides now available: Revision Guides and Work-
books that match the GCSE Year 10 and 11 are covering are 
now available. The guides are priced at £2 each, but stocks 
are limited. If you would like your child to have a copy, 
please send the money with your child to Miss Jabbar, Sub-
ject Leader for RE.  

Senior Citizen New Year Party  

RE Update  BBC Short Story  
Pupils in Year 7 and 8 (aged 13 
and under) are invited to enter the 
BBC Radio 2 short story (500 
words) writing competition. Entries 
must be with Mrs Sanderson by the 
15th February.  See Mrs Sanderson 
for more details. Alternatively you 
may submit an entry yourself on 
the BBC website, up until February 
22nd. See the Website or ask your 
English teacher for more details. 
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After many weeks of planning and fund raising, the day of the 
party arrived. The food was organised, the refreshments ready 
and waiting, the school hall had been decorated and the 50’s 
music was playing in the background. The response for volun-
teers from Year 10 pupils was tremendous but unfortunately we 
were unable to accommodate everyone so the list was whittled 
down to 31 eager pupils. 

 

The first guests started to arrive at 11.30am and were warmly greeted by pupils escorting them to 
their seats, offering hot drinks and biscuits which were a welcome arrival on a cold winter’s day. Mr 
Ellis gave a warm welcome and then it was time for a game of Bingo and First Verse provided excel-
lent entertainment with three musical numbers accompanied by Mrs Cross on the keyboard and Mr 
McLeod on his guitar. Food was served by the pupils with military precision, a splendid array of 
sandwiches, sausage rolls, quiche, cake and crisps. The comments from our guests ranged from 
“absolutely beautiful” to “superb”. After lunch, there was another game of Bingo and a great sing-a-
long hosted by Dr Smith. The room was filled with young and old voices.  
 

We have received several thank you notes highlighting the super job that the Year 10’s did, not only 
on the day but the fund raising which allowed the event to take place. The pupils involved on the 
day also agreed that they had got a lot out of the time spent with the senior citizens. The party 
helped to break down any barriers between old and young and demonstrates the excellent commu-
nity spirit within our school. The Event was a real team effort and one I am proud to be part of. Al-
ready giving thought to our next event, hopefully before next New Year! 

Mrs Muress, Year 10 Year Leader 

Tracking Lunch Spend Online 

YHS now accepts electronic payments for school meals. This can be done online 
using a secure website called ParentPay or through local stores where you see 
the PayPoint logo. We will continue to take cash and cheques should you wish to 
pay by these methods. Parents now also have the option to track purchases your 
child makes for breakfast, break and lunch online. The parents pay website allows 
you to view items purchased through the account and track spending.  
 

Please visit www.parentpay.com, click Login and activate your account using the unique code pro-
vided. If you have misplaced your unique code please contact pupil reception at YHS.   



 

 

Year 10 Aspire Week 

Issue 20 YHS News 

On Friday 25th of January, 21 students from all year groups went 
with Mr Sims and Mrs Mackay to watch the England Rugby Un-
ion team train at Headingly Stadium, Leeds.  Normally Headingly 
is the home of the greatest rugby league team in England the 
Leeds Rhino’s, however, for the build up to the six nations game 
against Scotland, The England Rugby Union team were using 
Headingly as a base.  The entire team went through an hour’s 
training session in front of a crowd of 5,000 school children from 
the North of England.   

 

The YHS pupils who went qualified by writing 100 words on why they should be allowed to attend 
this session.  The mixed group of girls and boys varied from those who played Rugby on a week-
end to some who had never been to a sporting event before.  After the training session the entire 
England team came out for an hour in sub zero temperatures and signed autographs for the 
kids.  Would the England Football team do anything like this? A Cold but great morning out was had 
by all. 

Mr Sims, Associate Headteacher  

Aspire week is an exciting and innovative approach to pro-
viding the best possible preparation for our pupils for life 
beyond secondary school. It responds directly to the issues 
that the Local Authority believe they will face when they 
leave us in the context of further education, training and 
employment. The week is built around providing the oppor-
tunity for our pupils to investigate not only an extensive 
number of careers and employment sectors, but also to give 
them an understanding of the many pathways available to 
get them there. 
 

During the week your child will take a journey through work-
shops, practical sessions, off site visits and volunteering 
opportunities. We will welcome visitors from many career 
sectors, guest speakers and students currently on their own 
pathways to the workplace. We are looking to provide an 
open forum for our pupils to consider their personal aspira-
tions and anticipate how they will rise to challenges that 
may prevent themselves succeed in the future. 
 

The overarching theme of Aspire Week will be to allow our 
pupils to understand the concept of ‘work readiness’ and 
that qualifications, whilst incredibly important, will not guar-
antee them the career pathway of their choice. In the cur-
rent climate, it is essential that our pupils build a broad 
range of transferrable skills that will set them up for suc-
cess. We are looking forward to Year 10 approaching the 
week with an open mind and a willingness to take part in 
this experience that is tailored directly to their needs. 
 

Miss Tosney, Aspiration Leader 

Swing Low Sweet Chariot 
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Lost Property  

Lost property is collected and 
stored at Pupil Reception. There is 
currently a large amount of lost 
property. If your child has lost / mis-
placed  any item of clothing, books, 
jewellery etc recently please con-
tact pupil reception on 01904 555 
500. Any unclaimed items will be 
donated to a local charity on Mon-
day the 4th March 2013.  
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YHS News Spring Term 

Year 9 Choices Day 

Monday 18th—Friday 22nd February - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 25th February - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 29th March—Friday 12th April - End of Term Holidays 
 

Summer Term  

Monday 15th April - Training Day 

Tuesday 16th April - Start of new term 

Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 3rd June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 28th June - Training Day 

Tuesday 23rd July - Last day of Term 
 

Parents Evenings  

Tuesday 12th February 2013 - Year 9 Parent’s Evening 

Tuesday 5th March 2013 - Year 7 Parent’s Evening 

Tuesday 30th April 2013 - Year 10 Parent’s Evening 

January 21st wasn’t the usual day at York High. 
Year 9 took part in a great opportunity which 
allowed us to have a taster session of what we 
are hoping to pursue for our GCSEs. We were 
all in mixed groups throughout the day, but 
firstly we had a great, inspiring speech by Steve 
Head. He described our future as ‘feeding the 
fish’ which meant to give us the motivation to 
advance in our lives and achieve the best we 
possibly can. Everyone got involved with the 
assembly and it just felt like more of a conver-
sation including many people than anything 
else. 
 

Our option taster sessions gave us a sense of 
freedom and opened us up to new things. One 
of my choices was OAA (Outdoor Adventurous 
Activities) which is based outside the classroom 
and gave us a chance to work with others and 
complete the challenges we can’t do in a small 
room. It is exciting being part of York High 
School as we are introduced to big opportuni-
ties around every corner and are getting in-
volved with all sorts of projects. Thanks to our 
school, we can go anywhere and do anything. 

Alfie Brown, Year 9 

Lord Mayor Shine Awards  

Two YHS pupils have been voted winners of the 
Lord Mayor of York’s Shine Awards 2012. Ellen 
Jennings aged 13 and Bethany Johnson aged 
14 have both won awards in the Sport Category. 
 

The Lord Mayor of York Award recognises and 
celebrates the achievements of children and 
young people around York. The awards look at 
how children in York have made a positive im-
pact to their local community. Whether they 
have made an actual difference or if they are 
inspiring other people to get more involved in 
local life. Awards are separated into five differ-
ent categories which are Parks and Environ-
ment, Sport and Active Leisure, Arts and Cul-
ture, Libraries and Archives, and Play.  

 

Ellen and Bethany were invited to The Mansion 
House with a guest to receive their awards from 
the Lord Mayor and also have a celebration 
event at York City Football ground and treated 
to their own VIP suite to watch the match.  
 

Congratulations Bethany and Ellen! 

Y Factor  Dates for your Diary  
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