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  In this Issue: 

After what feels like the longest winter ever, let's hope that spring is 
round the corner and we are set for a proper summer! I would like 
to thank our pupils for the sensible way that the vast majority of 
them conducted themselves during the snowy weather but sadly a 
very small number let us down on their journeys to and from school. 
It is very frustrating when I know that our pupils are a fantastic 
group of pupils to work with every day but a small minority let us 
down creating an image that doesn't reflect the true picture. 
 
That said the past few weeks have been the time of year when we 
find out the names of the Year 7 pupils who will be joining us in 
September and I would like to offer a warm welcome to 180 young 
people and their families to York High School. This number means 
that for the first time our intake is full and I am sure this is in part 
due to the recognition of the achievements and conduct of the vast 
majority of our pupils in the last few years. It is very pleasing that so 
many families are placing their trust in our school. 
 
I would also like to publicly congratulate Mrs Ralph, the staff and 
pupils at Westfield School on their recent Good Ofsted inspection. 
This is a wonderful achievement and is added recognition for the 
excellent work that is going on in the family of schools in the west of 
York. I value enormously our partnership with our primary schools 
and behind the scenes there is a huge amount of work going on be-
tween our schools to ensure the best possible outcomes for our 
young people. 
 
We are now of course moving towards a very important time for our 
Year 11 pupils as they complete their GCSE, BTEC and other 
courses. It is fantastic to see so many of these pupils staying after 
school to work with their teachers and many teachers and pupils 
will be in working over the Easter holidays. You will be aware from 
all of the media coverage that examinations are being made ever 
harder and it is a real tribute to everyone at York High that no one 
is giving up and we expect to continue to reach the high standards 
we have set for ourselves in the last few years. 
 
Enjoy the holiday. 
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YHS News 

Year 8 Religious Studies Trip 

Spring Term 

The last day of February saw a group of Year 8 pupils making 
the short trip to Bradford on a trip organised by the Religious 
Studies department. The purpose was to learn about different 
cultures through visiting places of worship that we might not 
have experienced before. 
 

Our first port of call was the Shree Lakshami Narayan Hindu 
Temple. Our first impression was of a very modern building 
and it was difficult to imagine what was inside. On entry we 
were asked to remove our shoes and wash our hands before 
moving upstairs to a quiet area, completely decorated in white, which had a most calm and       
relaxed atmosphere. At one end were colourful statues of deities and we were told about the 
Hindu belief based on one God with many different facets, and that there are many millions of 
deities worshipped within the faith. After being given a short time to explore the temple and ask 
any questions we were all given a symbolic offering of spiced sugar to represent the sharing of 
the world’s natural bounty. 
 

We then moved on to the Ramgarhia Sikh Gurdwara, or Sikh Temple, a short drive up Leeds 
Road. Here we were asked to cover our heads on entry, and we made a colourful sight with  
improvised turbans made of anything from Man Utd scarves to woollen beanies. We were 
guided into a large dining area and again offered refreshments, the Sikh doctrine being based 
round the idea of sharing. Our guide then told us about the relatively short history of his faith, 
and we learned interesting nuggets such as Sikh males never cut their hair and always carry a 
tiny dagger to represent strength through faith. As we moved to the upstairs temple we had a 
short attempt at meditation before being treated to a mesmerising Sitar recital, and a chance to 
look at the Sikh’s “living Guru” which is actually a book with its own bedroom.  
 

After lunch we took advantage of being in Bradford and had a look around the National Media 
Museum, with its fascinating exhibits on stop-frame animation and Bradford City FC. We also 
had the chance to see ourselves on the small screen as a news reporter and by taking part in a 
national installation piece involving reading individual lines from War and Peace. All good fun, 
but as we got back on the bus to head for home, the overall recollections from the day for many 
of us were of our morning in the temples and having the chance to have a peek into faiths and 
cultures of which we previously had little or no understanding.           

Pupils studying BTEC Public Services spent the day at 
Huntington Fire Station exploring the role of a Fire 
Fighter.  Pupils learned how to run out a hose to put out 
fires and rescue someone trapped in a vehicle.  

BTEC Public Services Young Poets Award 

With over 7,000 young people enter-
ing their poems last year, The Foyle 
Young Poets of the Year Award for 
young poets is one of the largest and 
most prestigious award of its kind. 
Closing date for entries is the 31st 
July so pupils have plenty of time! 
The theme this year is Eulogy poems. 
For further details and to enter online 
visit www.foyleyoungpoets.org  
 

If you would like further details please 
see Mrs Sanderson for more exam-
ples, tips, and details.  
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Parents will be aware that we have used a biometric recognition system in our school for the 
last four years which has helped us to provide a quick and effective means for providing ser-
vices to young people in our Library, Café and Canteen. The system which runs very 
smoothly, is based on pattern recognition which is gathered via points of measurement from 
an image of your child’s thumb print.   
 
Recent changes in the law covered under the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 (sections 26 to 
28) have resulted in the Department for Education requesting all schools using biometric sys-
tems write to the parents of each child to request written consent of at least one parent to en-
able your child to continue to use the biometric recognition systems. You may recall that we 
wrote to you at the start of the year explaining how the system works and how the biometric 
data is used.  We also asked you to consider giving consent to your child’s continued use of 
the system.  If you have not yet returned a letter of consent, please read the full correspon-
dence on the school website at www.yorkhighschool.co.uk/news/. You can also download the 
parental consent form from our website. Please list all children’s names and details on this 
form before signing.  If you wish to return the form via email, you can scan the completed form 
and send the attachment to reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk  

Creative Thinkers  

On the 8th March the whole of Year 8 took part in a col-
lapsed timetable day as part of the Maths and ICT PLTS 
(Positive Learning and Thinking Skills) Day. The title of the 
day was ‘Creative Thinkers’. 

 

Sessions included murder mystery, 
play dough animation, creating 
tower structures with spaghetti and 
marshmallows, creating an e-story 
book, team building exercises, cata-
pult for a cream egg, and a take 
away treasure hunt in York. In the 
afternoon pupils had a chance to 
show the rest of the year group 
what they did. The winning catapult 
also attempted to catapult a real 
egg over 5 specially chosen teach-
ers! 
 

The day was a huge success. 

Year 7 Residential  

As this newsletter goes to print 
the majority of our Year 7 pupils 
are attending a two day residen-
tial trip in the Lake District.  
 

We believe the Year 7 residential 
visit is invaluable in contributing 
to a young person’s personal de-
velopment. This experience gives 
the pupils a great opportunity to 
develop relationships with other 
pupils in their year group and 
staff. The residential also pro-
motes values from our mission 
statement, Friendship, Respect, 
Equality, Inspiration, Personal 
Excellence, Determination and 
Courage. 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to 
participate in many activities in-
cluding team sports and problem 
solving activities.  
 

Look out on the school website to 
hear how the residential went 
and visit our gallery to see lots of 
photos.  

Our next Parent’s Evening is for Year 10 pupils on Tuesday 
30th April, it will be possible to book appointments online 
from the 16th of April. To make an online booking visit 
www.yorkhighschool.co.uk and follow the link on the home-
page.  
 

Online bookings will be confirmed in writing by the 26th April.  

Important Information - Parental Consent to Process Pupil Biometric Data  

Year 10 Parent’s Evening  
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Maths Puzzle Morning 

Over 240 pupils, from six primary 
schools,  visited YHS over the course of 
the Maths Puzzle morning which took 
place on the 7th of February.   
 

The schools involved were Westfield, St 
Barnabas, Poppleton Road,  Acomb 
Primary, Woodthorpe and Hob Moor. 
Each school worked in teams of three 
or four. York High pupils from Years 7, 
9 and 10 helped the younger pupils 
solve the puzzles. Each school had 
about an hour to solve as many Maths 
problems as they could.  It was a very 
enjoyable morning with lots of challeng-
ing puzzles.  

Year 11 Prom Fundraising  

On Thursday 21st March fundraising for the Year 11 prom saw 
staff take on the might of the Year 11 boys basketball team.  
With the might of the Adiator and King Kenny, the staff were con-
fident of a victory but standing in their way was the might of the 
Moody twins and Harry Birkitt!  
 

The first quarter was close and tensions were high and although 
it was 11-9 to staff at quarter time, staff needed a boost and King 
Kenny was substituted on.  With this amazing tactical decision in 
place, the staff pulled away even further and although it was not 
a resounding victory, the really tired staff were the eventual win-
ners, however they knew that their prize was yet to come. The 
Year 11 boys were practically salivating at the thought of pre-
senting the winning team with their prize which was squirty 
cream on a plastic plate in the face. Miss Evans, King Kenny and 
the Adiator accepted their fate with grace. The Year 11 boys took 
a cream pie in the face too showing outstanding sportsmanship. 
Well done to 11KY for organising the event.   

Here’s to an outstanding prom! 

Congratulations to all staff 
and pupils at YHS who 
collectively raised £916.39 
for Comic Relief. This was 
raised through a non uni-
form day, selling of red 
noses, and a cake sale. 
Due to the poor weather 
the planned whole school 
Macarena had to be post-
poned, but it just gives 
everyone some more time 
to practice!  
 

Hey Macarena!!! 
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Comic Relief 

The Big Pedal  

YHS has come 4th in the 
big Pedal Competition. 
The Big  Pedal is a giant 
inter-school cycling com-
petition spanning 15 
school days. Pupils were 
encouraged to cycle and 
scoot to school each day 
and the more that did, the 
faster we completed each 
stage of the race. 
 

We are the lucky recipients 
of a BMX Flatland stunt 
display show from profes-
sional Flatland BMXer 
Matti Hemmings. Matti will 
perform a 30 minute show 
on Thursday 28th March for 
the whole school. Well 
done to all who cycled and 
scooted to school to re-

ceive this 
great prize.  
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Amazing, fantastic, brilliant, just 
some of the words used by pu-
pils about the ski trip during 
February half term. We enjoyed 
six days skiing in Kitzbul Aus-
tria. All group members could 
ski competently by the end of 
the holiday.  
 

Miss Collinson and I were 
proud of all our skiers, they 
were excellent ambassadors for 
YHS!  

                  Ms Bye  

Skiing Kitzbul Austria 

Team 

Macy Anderson 

Ellie Hendry 

Abigail Noble 

Ruby Loftus 

Emily Hall 

Bryoni Walker 

Bethany Dobson 

Lost property is collected and stored at 
Pupil Reception. There is currently a 
large amount of lost property. If your 
child has lost / misplaced any item of 
clothing, books, jewellery etc recently 
please contact pupil reception on 
01904 555 500. Any unclaimed items 
will be donated to a local charity on 
Monday 22nd April.  

We now accept elec-
tronic payments for 
school meals and school 
trips. This can be done 

online using a secure website called 
ParentPay or through local stores 
where you see the PayPoint logo. We 
will continue to take cash and 
cheques should you wish to pay by 
these methods. Parents now also 
have the option to track purchases 
your child makes for breakfast, break 
and lunch online. The ParentPay web-
site allows you to view items pur-
chased through the account and track 
spending.  
 

Please visit www.parentpay.com, click 
Login and activate your account using 
the unique code provided. If you have 
misplaced your unique code please 
contact pupil reception at YHS.   

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what 
you think about YHS. The survey asks for your opinion 
on 12 aspects of YHS, from the quality of teaching, to 
dealing with bullying and poor behaviour.  
 

By sharing your views, you’ll be helping us to improve. 
You will also be able to see what other parents have 
said about YHS. Mr Ellis commented that “We would 
really encourage our parents and carers to complete 
Parent View. We are always trying to find ways of get-
ting feedback from our community as we want to do our 
job to the very best of our ability. Parent View provides 
another way for us to find out what our community 
think” If you would like to complete the Parent View sur-
vey please visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

Ofsted Parent View 

Year 7 Girls Football 

Lost Property 

Online School Trip and Lunch 
Payments 

From day one the Year 7 girls Football 
team have been committed to improving 
their performance. Beth Johnson, team 
coach and school sport ambassador has 
done a fantastic job in preparing the team 
for competition.  
 

The team’s latest fixture was on Tuesday 
the 19th of March. The team played away 
at Millthorpe and were an absolute credit to 
the school in the way that they represented 
the values of sport. The result was 2-2 and 
the woman of the match was Ellie Hendry.  

Well done team!  
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Race for life will be taking 
place on the Knavesmire 
on Sunday the 2nd of June.  
We are hoping to take  a 
team of girls from YHS. If 
you are interested, training 
will be held on a Thursday 
after school at  3pm.  Ses-
sions will look at running 
techniques, nutrition and 
training plans. 
 

If you would like further   
information please speak 
to a member of the PE de-
partment  
 

All girls are welcome! 

Last month the Year 8 girls Rugby team were privileged 
to receive a master class in Rugby from Paul Broadbent. 
Paul Broadbent is a real star of Rugby League. In a ca-
reer spanning 17 years, prop forward Paul represented 
England and Great Britain, playing over 450 first grade 
games for teams including Sheffield Eagles, Halifax, Hull 
and Wakefield.  
 

Paul is now one of Sky Sports ‘Living for Sport’ ambas-
sadors and spends his time in schools not only develop-
ing young people’s rugby skills but passing on his work 

ethic. Paul believes that it was his desire and commitment that helped him achieve his goals. 
Paul says: “I hope that I can demonstrate to the pupils that I meet, that they don’t have to be 
naturally gifted in sport or anything else they enjoy to succeed in it. Passion, determination, 
self-belief and commitment can outshine any talent.” 

Girls Rugby  

The annual conference took place on the 6th and 7th 
February at Telford International Centre. The event 
aimed to inspire Headteachers, and PE practitioners to 
harness the power of PE and sport to encourage 

young people to achieve, through a range of workshops, school-
led practice sessions and updates. 
 

Mr Ellis, Mr Cowley and the Head of Sport and Health Faculty 
Mrs Haldendy represented YHS at the conference. Each year 
the Youth Sports Trust holds a prestigious award ceremony, dur-
ing the conference, celebrating high quality and inspirational 
work in schools. At this year’s award ceremony, YHS was highly 
commended for our work in harnessing PE and School Sport as 
a catalyst for learning.  
 

Delegates heard from a range of inspirational speakers including 
Chair of the Youth Sport Trust Baroness, Sue Campbell, Olympic 
gold medallist Jonathan Edwards, the youngest British woman to 
reach the summit of Mount, Everest Bonita Norris and the con-
ductor of the first British Paraorchestra who performed at the 
London 2012 Paralympic Games, Charles Hazlewood. 
 

SheIld Basketball Final  

The Year 11 Basketball team have improved tremendously over their time at YHS and should 
be commended for their enthusiasm, determination and their capacity for sheer hard work. 
The Shield final was contested between Bootham, Manor, All Saints and YHS.  
 

All teams played each other once, culminating in one eventual winner, which this year was 
Bootham. YHS players put into practice tactical plays which they have developed this year 
with a good level of success and as individuals played with far more confidence on court. 
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On the 15th March YHS took a team to the 
wheelchair basketball regional finals at Leeds 
Trinity University. 
 

Our team developed our skills in a hybrid version 
of the game where players, able bodied runners 
and wheelchair users were allowed to compete 
together in the same game. Wheelchair users 
were restricted to a central lane one court and 
runners were only allowed down the outside 
edges.  
 

We played several games but our only player to 
score in two consecutive games was Andrew 
Silk. The team supported each other very well 
and we completed all our matches finishing in 5th 
place out of 6 teams. The event was a great ex-
perience for the pupils involved. 

Wheelchair Basketball Regional Finals  

On a grim Tuesday afternoon, the Under 13 York and District Schools Netball Tournament took 
place at Joseph Rowntree School.  With a determined and committed squad, York High School 
filled the minibus and set their sights on victory. The super-7 consisted of Louise Wilkinson 
(Captain), Eleanor Thornton, Lucy Brown, Xenedra Greenwood, Megan Wilson, Ellie Smith and 
Courtney Robertson, and super-sub Toni Simpson.   
 

The girls were in high spirits with a perfect rendition of ‘Every where we go’ in the minibus on 
the way there, accompanied by Miss McFadzean. They would have been a legitimate entry for 
the York High School Y Factor this week! On the netball court the girls battled hard and repre-
sented our school with diligence and enthusiasm. The competition was tough and unfortunately 
the girls did not make it through to the second round.  However, notable performances were 
from Lucy (top scorer), Louise in defence and Ellie in mid-court but the whole team perform-
ance was a notable success.  A big thank you should go to Miss Ellwood and Miss McFadzean 
for continued support and commitment to training the girls.  We look forward to our social event 
next half term on Thursday 25th April, Ten Pin Bowling at Clifton moor. 

Yorkshire Climbing Competition 

Under 13s Netball Tournament 

Eight climbers from the YHS climbing club 
competed in the annual Yorkshire Climbing 
Competition on Tuesday 19th of March. 
The team consisted of Ellen Jennings, 
Adam Winter-Rhodes,Christopher Hillman, 
Harrison Todd, Charlotte McBratney, 
George Hunt and Daniel Byworth . With 
twelve teams present and over 100 com-
petitors York High School finished in a re-
spectable 6th place.  
 

Ellen Jenning’s hard work over the past 
three years, paid off as she put in an out-
standing performance, finishing in second 
place.  
 

The team are looking forward to their next 
event on the 1st of May. Keep up the hard 
work! 
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Spring Term 

 

Spring Term 
Friday 29th March—Friday 12th April - End of Term Holidays 

 

Summer Term  
Monday 15th April - Training Day 

Tuesday 16th April - Start of new term 

Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May - Half Term Holidays 

Monday 3rd June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 28th June - Training Day 

Tuesday 23rd July - Last day of Term 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 30th April - Year 10 Parent’s Evening 

 Thursday 20th June - Prize Giving Evening  

Monday 24th—Thursday 27th June -  National School Sports Week   

Thursday 27th June - Year 11 Prom 

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact k.tattersfield@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

 Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date with al the latest News and Events.  

To ‘Like’ our official Facebook page go to the  

homepage of our school website and click on the Facebook  icon.  


