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I want to begin this newsletter by wishing our Year 11 students the very 
best for this exam period and their future success.  We are all well aware 
that the examination system is becoming more and more challenging, year 
by year, so this Year 11 face the greatest challenge of any Year 11 group 
since York High opened in 2007.  I have been very impressed by the way 
so many of Year 11 have risen to the challenge in the last few weeks and I 
must also thank all of the staff who have put in so much extra time to help 
our students succeed.  It only feels like a few weeks ago that this year 
group were chasing around the playground at Westfield Primary School 
whilst we waited for our new building to be completed!! 

Secondly, you will find elsewhere in this newsletter details about a request 
for you as parents and carers to complete a permission document to allow 
your child to access our cashless meal and library systems.  You will be 
aware that since January 2009 we have used pupil and staff ‘thumbprints’ 
to pay for school meals and to borrow books from the school library; the 
system does not hold an actual image of the print but a digital code drawn 
from measurements of the print.  Changes to the law from 1st September 
2013 mean that we can only use this system for pupils where we have the 
written permission of the parent/carer; this includes those pupils currently at 
the school.  Many of you will have already signed a consent form and you 
will be aware that we have tried to catch up with parents at the parents eve-
nings this year to give you a further opportunity to sign your consent form.  
In spite of this, we are still some way short of having permissions for every-
one and if you have not yet provided your written consent, I would be very 
grateful if you could do this as soon as possible.  The system has run suc-
cessfully for four years without any major problems and is far preferable to 
using library/dinner cards.  It is also a system which maintains confidential-
ity for young people on free school meals as their account is automatically 
credited.  Of course if any parents have concerns about the use of the sys-
tem you are very welcome to contact us at any time.  We would welcome 
your support as we work towards our target of consent for all pupils. 

 

Finally, I am looking forward to the final half term of the school year when 
we will be having our Annual Prize Giving for pupils on 20th June, our Ro-
meo and Juliet performances on 9th - 10th July, the first ever West of York 
Music Festival with our Partner Primary Schools on 1st July, the opportunity 
to welcome our new year 7 pupils for the day on 3rd July and a lot more 
too!!  
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For some time we have used letters and text messages to keep you informed. We have to pay 
for text messages and this can add up to a lot of money.  

We now have a new smart phone app - School Gateway. The app is completely free, and cuts 
the costs of text messaging. Great news as the money saved can be better used elsewhere.   

If you have a smart phone, you simply need to install the app from Google Play Store or Apple 
App Store.   

 

Step 1- Search the app store for ‘School Gateway’, install the app and open it 

Step 2- Select I’m a new user, enter your email and mobile number – your PIN number will then 
    be sent to your phone 

Step 3- Enter your pin and login 

Well Done! That’s it - you will now receive messages from us through the App instead of by text. 
Your phone will buzz/ring just like when a text message arrives.  

 receive messages using Wi-Fi even when there is no mobile signal 

 not be charged for sending replies back to the school 

 be able to store and receive messages all in one place 

Please don’t worry if your mobile phone doesn’t have an app 
facility we will continue to send messages via text instead. 

Summer Term  

New Parent Message App 

Important Information—Parental Consent to Process Pupil Biometric Data 

All parents and carer should be aware that the deadline for returning Parental Consent regard-
ing Biometric Data is fast approaching; if you wish your child to continue to use our biometric 
recognition system in September 2013, you will need to return a consent form by 23 July 2013.   

 

For the last four years we have provided your child with a quick and 
effective service in our Library, Café and Canteen. The system which 
enables us to do so is based on pattern recognition which is gathered 
via points of measurement from an image of your child’s thumb print.   
 

Recent changes in the law covered under the Protection of Freedoms 
Act 2012 (sections 26 to 28) have resulted in the DoE requesting all 
schools using biometric systems write to the parents of each child to 
request written consent of at least one parent to enable your child to 
continue to use the biometric recognition systems.  You may recall 
that we wrote to you at the start of the year explaining how the sys-
tem works and asking you to consider giving consent to your child’s 
continued use of the system.   
 

If you have not yet returned a letter of consent, you can  download 
the parental consent form from our website. Please list all children’s 
names and details on this form before signing.  If you wish to return 

the form via email, you can scan the completed form and send the attachment to  
reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk  



 

 

Page 3 

YHS News 

Dear all 

Thank you to everyone who brought in dona-
tions on 2nd May for the Bags2school collec-
tion.  We have just had confirmation that £70 
was raised for Team Morocco. 

 

Many thanks again. 

 

Team Morocco 

Bags4schools 

The Modern Languages Department have a new 
Spanish online resource called Doddle and it 
really is easy to use, Doddle is new, exciting and 
an independent way to learn and test prior 
knowledge. Pupils can use the details below to 
access their personal account.  

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/ 

Institution - York High School YO24 3WZ 

Username – example 09JSmith 

Password – password   

Languages 

A small selection of Year 7 Pupils have been 
working on a special project with Mrs. Cart-
wright and the Music Consultant from York 
Council. 

Each week they have composed a short piece 
to represent a place. The final outcome has 
been a ‘sound collage’ representing a haunted 
place in a Caribbean rainforest. There have 
been some excellent melodies and percussion 
patterns composed to create the piece which 
has been recorded and will appear on a city 
wide website. 

Year 7 Composition 

Summer Term  

It is now three years since we introduced our 
new uniform and we have been delighted with 
the pride the young people take in wearing it 
and the support we have had from parents and 
carers in ensuring that their children wear the 
right uniform. We are always acutely aware of 
the cost of the uniform and the challenges that 
can present for some families.  

One of the most difficult aspects of the uniform 
is around footwear. We know how much shoes 
cost and how often they need to be replaced. 
With that in mind we have agreed to make a 
small change to our policy.  

 

Firstly the basic rule that pupils must wear 
plain black footwear is unchanged, however 
we have decided that pupils will be able to 
wear PLAIN BLACK plimsolls in the final half 
term of the school year. (From June 3rd to July 
23rd this year). Please note that coloured soles 
are not acceptable. This will allow families to 
replace outgrown shoes cheaply for the last 
part of the year when the weather is much bet-
ter. Pupils will continue to be required to wear 
black SHOES, as now, from September, 
(plimsolls will NOT be allowed) through until 
the end of the first half term of the summer 
term. 

We hope parents and carers will recognise this 
as a sensible compromise and we look for-
ward to your continued support in maintaining 
a high standard of uniform at our school. 

Public Service 

The year 11 Public Service group spent the day 
working at the Upper Wharfe River Restoration 
project, with the Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust.    

 

The group helped tidy up and also planted hun-
dreds of trees around the river banks, there is 

hope that  these 
trees will draw in   
the water, and 
help reduce the 
likelihood of floods 
in York and its re-
gions. 

Summer Term Uniform 
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Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones are not allowed on the school site. We have seen an increasing number of inci-
dents where mobile phones have been used for cyber bullying in school in the last few years.  

 

Any mobile phone seen by a member of staff at any time during the school day 
will be confiscated and returned to the student at the end of the day, if the phone 
is confiscated again it will only be returned directly to parents.  

If pupils need to contact home they can see their head of year or pupil reception 
who can assist with this.  

Points Make Prizes 

Students will get the chance to win a mountain bike during the summer 
term. A healthy eating incentive in the canteen will see them earn points 
for the food they choose to eat.  

 

The students with the top 50 points will be entered into the draw.  The 
points will be automatically added to their individual thumbs every time 
they buy something so it really couldn't be easier!  

 

Points will be awarded on how healthy the food is that they are choos-
ing, so the healthier the food the more points they will get. 

 

Our Earth Our Way 

As part of our raising aspirations agenda, 110 pupils from years 8 and 9 look part in an enter-
prise project in conjunction with Nestle and Nybep.  

Our pupils worked as small businesses to consider the impact of climate change on their future 
and develop a product which supports sustainability. 

Edward Bagnall, Yr 9 said ‘ it was great! It inspired teamwork and fresh thinking’ 

 

Pupils completed to be the team  

representing YHS at the Big Bang  

Yorkshire and Humber final.  
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School Uniform  

School Uniform Orders for September 2013. 

Enclosed with this Newsletter is an order form for school uniform.  To guarantee uniform and to 
avoid disappointment please follow the instructions on the front of the order form. 

Natural colour hair only 

 

White shirt with collar 

YHS tie 

 

V neck jumper: 

KS3 Royal Blue 

KS4 Black 

 

 

Black school trousers/ 

Black skirt with  

black opaque tights 
 

 

 

Plain black  

shoes 

Jewellery: 

Watch 

Single pair of stud earrings 

Medical alert pendant 

 

P.E. Uniform 

Outdoor PE top 

Indoor PE top 

Plain Black Tracksuit Bottoms      

or Shorts 

Trainers 

Lost Property 

Items which are lost or misplaced by pupils 
are held at Pupil Reception.  

 

At the end of each term items 
not claimed are either recy-
cled or donated to charity.  

Confiscated Property 

Where it is deemed necessary to confiscate 
items from pupils, most items will be returned to 
pupils after school on the day the item was con-
fiscated. In certain circumstances, e.g. repeat 
offenders, we reserve the right to call parents in 
to school to collect the item.   
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On the 18th and 19th of April we spent 2 days with some pupils and staff from Holland. On the first 
day we spent most of the day in our school hall doing several different leadership activities so we 
could get to know everyone better. This included, introducing ourselves, games which involved 
moving around speaking to different people, mixed group activities and also a tour around the 
school. This helped us to get to know the Dutch students and how their school lifestyles are dif-
ferent to ours. Such as, they have no school uniform, and their school day starts from 9am until 
4pm. This was helpful getting to know each other for the further activities that we were going to 
do so everyone was a lot more relaxed. To end the first day we all went in the pool at energise 
which went really well and everyone enjoyed it. 

The second day took part outside of school, in the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and Tenpin Bowling. 
When we arrived at the Yorkshire Sculpture park we put ourselves in mixed groups and each 
group split up from each other to explore the park. We filled in a small quiz along the way, which 
included the name of sculptures, and when they were made. This helped everyone to get to 
know each other even more as we all helped each other to read maps and find our way around. 
After we had filled in the quiz and looked around the park we all got back on the coach. The 
coach was surprisingly one of the best parts, as it gave us a chance to communicate with each 
other and learn a bit of Dutch. They could already speak English. Later that day we arrived at the  
bowling alley. Again we were all in different mixed groups. Each group had two games of bowling 
and something to eat. Everyone made the bowling a lot more interesting and funny as most peo-
ple got competitive, this made us more relaxed around each other. On the coach journey home, 
we’d realised we’d made some new friends, and was quite sad to see them leave. We would love 
to spend some more time with them. 

Lily Anderson and Alfie Brown year 9 

Dutch Exchange Programme 

Issue Summer 

On Friday the 3rd of May, year eight had a collapsed timetable event that focused on volunteer-
ing.  Pupils learnt about the contribution volunteers makes to society and learnt about the op-
portunities available to them, both in school and the wider community.  

TimeBanking is a National Campaign that is being used to inspire a new generation of volun-
teers.  TimeBank York is based in Westfield, the scheme allows people to get involved in help-
ing the community and be rewarded for doing so through a credit scheme. Energise is support-
ing TimeBank through providing volunteers with vouchers for free use of their facility. Visit 
www.yorktimebank.org.uk for more information. After learning about the opportunities available 
to them, 163 students got involved in a volunteering task.  Tasks included; sports leadership in 
local primary schools, renovation of our local sports facility RI, conservation projects in the YHS 
wildlife area and Dalby forest, development of a biking track and making up food parcels for the 
FoodBank.   

 

The contribution that our students made during this day 
was impressive and their hard work is really valued.  We 
hope this day has inspired our young people to take up 
further volunteering opportunities providing them with the 
opportunity to develop a range of skills.     

Year 8 Volunteering In The Community  
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The climbing team put their training into practice at the 
second inter-school climbing competition on Wednesday 
1st May.  This competition took place at the Depot Boul-
dering centre in Leeds. Competitors had four hours to 
attempt twenty five problems ranging in difficulty. We 
are still waiting on the results but confident that the team 
put in a solid performance  

Team: 

Ellen Jennings, Harrison Todd, 
Charlotte McBratney, Elliot 
Jackson, George Hunt, Daniel 
Byworth , Chris Hillman, Alex 
Bettley, Brandon Harris, Ryan 
Day, Ryan Lockhart , Ryan 
Johnson  

Climbing Competition 

Summer Term  

By Kane Cooper-Jones 

On Thursday 18th April 10 year 7 students went to the National Centre of Early Music in York city 
centre to take part in a Gamelan workshop. 

Gamelan is from Indonesia and the instruments are made from metal and wood. 

When we arrived we had to sit on the floor and we were sat on brightly coloured cushions to play 
the instruments.  We also had to take our shoes off before we got in to playing them because this 
is how it is done in Indonesia.  

We learnt a rhyme to help us play the gongs in time to the 
rhythm.  The music was very loud and very repetitive but when 
we put it together it sounded very complex. 

The workshop lasted 2 and a half hours and we all worked really 
hard to play the complicated instruments. 

Everybody really enjoyed it and some of the work was recorded 
and sent into school. 

Gamelan Workshop 

York High school has teamed up with 
Durham University in an attempt to 
monitor exactly how much physical 
activity young people at YHS do.  The 
study, which involves both Y9 and Y7 
pupils, hopes to uncover physical ac-
tivity rates Nationwide.  Students in 
Y7 were issued with physical activity 
monitors for a full week which have 
been monitored and recorded at Dur-
ham University.  We are still waiting to 
hear back from MOVE on which stu-
dent completed the most physical ac-
tivity but once we know we will be is-
suing them with a £10 high street 
voucher!  Keep up the hard work!  

Move 

Congratulations!  

We would like to say a massive well done YHS pupil Sian-
agh Gallagher who finished 2nd in the National Para Climb-
ing series.  

Sianagh has also been nominated for a community pride 
award in York after receiving nominations from friends and 
family.  

Congratulations Sianagh! 



 

 

Term Dates  

www.yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Page 8 

Summer Term YHS News 

 
  

York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date with al the latest News and Events.  

To ‘Like’ our official Facebook page go to the  

homepage of our school website and click on the Facebook  icon.  

 

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact k.tattersfield@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

Summer Term  
Monday 3rd June - 2nd Half of Term starts 

Friday 28th June - Training Day 

Tuesday 23rd July - Last day of Term 

Autumn Term 
Monday 2nd September - Training Day 

Tuesday 3rd September - Start of New Term 

Friday 25th October– Training Day 

Monday 28th October– Half Term Holidays 

Monday 2nd November– 2nd Half of Term Starts 

Monday 2nd December - Training Day 

Friday 20th December - Last Day of Term 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 Thursday 20th June - Prize Giving Evening  

Monday 24th—Thursday 27th June -  National School Sports Week   

Thursday 27th June - Year 11 Prom 

Thursday 22nd August - GCSE Results Day 


