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 We are almost through the winter months and no snow days yet!  That must 
be really disappointing for our students, but is a real positive for our staff.  
Hopefully the weather will remain mild if wet) for the Year 8 visit to Disney-
land Paris this week, but whatever the weather, I am sure the 61 pupils go-
ing will have a memorable time on what has now become an annual event 
on our school calendar. 

 

For Year 11, it has been a very busy half term with our first formal Mock Ex-
amination period during which we have tried to create what the summer will 
feel like for these students as they complete their GCSEs.  There is much 
more emphasis on the final examination these days and it is vital that we 
prepare our young people as best we can for the challenge they face.  I 
must also thank all of the staff who are working with Year 11, for all their 
hard work around the Mocks and the extra hours they are putting in with 
students to ensure they complete their coursework to the best of their abil-
ity. 

 

One of the highlights of this half term for me has been my involvement in 
the interviews and appointment of our first Head Girl and Head Boy.  The 
successful candidates were Sasha Green and Liam Cates.  We also ap-
pointed 5 Deputies - Erin Morgan, Ellen Jennings, Megan Steel, Dan Fryer 
and Amie Buck who will each be attached to a year group in school.  These 
7 students will make up our Junior Leadership Team (JLT) and will take up 
their posts after the Easter holidays.  We will also be appointing 20 prefects 
to support them in their roles for the next 12 months.  These new appoint-
ments have been created to provide our students with real leadership op-
portunities and for them to feed back to the Senior Leadership Team the 
views of students as we aim to improve York High further.  One of the first 
jobs of the new JLT will be to welcome the Lord Mayor and Civic Party to 
York High School in the first week after the Easter break. 

Finally, I would like to mention the excellent work going on in the Sport and 
Health Faculty.  We have focused this year on really developing our school 
teams, with additional practice at lunchtimes and this is paying off.  There 
have been huge improvements in netball and I am delighted that our Year 
8/9 Girls Rugby team have qualified for the North Yorkshire School Games 
Finals in March. 

I hope everyone has a great February half term.  Spring is just around the 

corner! 
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Bags2School 

This week has seen the first Half Yearly awards at York High School.  All teachers were asked 
to nominate from each class three students one from each category.  The categories were Out-
standing Effort, Improvement and an award that we called Best In Class.  The Best in Class 
award was given to the student who was a joy to teach.  The staff responded magnificently and 
over 1500 nominations were made.  The awards have been given out in assemblies.  So far 
this week 118 students in Year 9 have received at least one award with one student gaining 11 
awards.  In Year 8, 121 students received awards. 

 

We are delighted that those students who are making the right choices are getting rewarded. 

Spring Term 

Awards 

Bag2School Fundraise for School funds. We are 
holding our next collection 12th May 2014 ready for 
anyone having a spring clear out. 

We can take the following items for re-use: 

Adults and childrens 
clothing, bedding, soft 
toys, paired shoes, hats, 
belts and handbags. NO 
BRIC-A-BRAC PLEASE.  

 

Lost Property 

Items which are lost or misplaced by pupils 
are held at Pupil Reception and the PE of-
fice at energise. 

Please collect all 
items  as soon as 
possible. Any items 
left will be donated to 
charity. 
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Y7 and 8 Home Readers 

All pupils in Y7 and 8 are taken to the school library on a weekly basis, where they choose a book 
from the 4 coloured sections of the Home Reader area.  Pupils are asked to take the book home 
and read it, have their green reading record signed by a parent each week and occasionally write a 
book review.  This helps to ensure that pupils continue the good reading habits that they started at 
primary school and also encourages a love of reading.  In the Summer term of last year YHS were 
successful in receiving a grant of £2000 from the Foyle Foundation to fund a greater range of books 
in the Home Readers area of the library.  This now means that pupils have a great choice of high 
quality books to read and enjoy! 

 

Year 8 Book Review by Jade Edwards 

Escape from Shangri La by Michael Morpurgo 

Escape from Shangri La is a heart warming story about a girl and her grandfather named Popsicle. 
They go on a wonderful journey to the Land of Shangri La and discover lots of new friends from dif-
ferent cultures. 

I recommend this book to all ages. 

Star rating: 5 

 

Year 8 Book Review by Luke Franks  

Love that Dog 

This is an inspiring poetry book about a boy’s diary through poetry. On the blurb of this book there 
are a few reviews from poets and they inspired me to read it. 

 

This book turned out to be a novel/diary/poetry book. This book is truly unique. Although this book 
appears to be simple, after a lot of thought, it turned out to be a truly inspiring book. 

I rate this: 5/5 

Last term we entered the prestigious BBC Songs of 
Praise Choir of the Year.  This was the first time the 
school has entered the competition and we knew it 
would be very stiff competition with choirs entering 
from all over the country.  The choir did really well 
however, we were unsuccessful this year but it has 
not put us off.  The feedback we received from judg-
es was helpful but also pointed out to us areas for 
improvement which we know we can work on.  We 
will certainly be trying to enter next year so watch 
this space as now the choir are interested in entering 
other competitions as well.  A big well done to every-
one involved. 

Readers 

York High Choir 
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Royal Shakespeare Company 

Like every final there is always an underdog, CN had shown their class by topping the group but 
FS fresh from their dramatic penalty win over MP had a renewed vigour and would be a match 
for any team. On a wet and miserable day and in front of at least 10 fans both teams lined up 
and completed formalities. The early pressure came from FS with Marcus pulling the strings in 
the middle of the park, the early pressure paid off despite some great saves from Jordan and 
CN took a deserved lead through Jack who calmly slotted home into the bottom corner. Amid 
wild celebrations from CN FS immediately recognised the hard task in front of them and began 
to gel as a team, from this point onwards it was all one way traffic. Milo went close a few times 
from long range but nothing that troubled the goal keeper. It looked as though CN were going to 
cling on to a famous victory but Milo, with seconds to go, found himself in acres of space in front 
of goal, the defence had fallen asleep and he prodded home to spark wild celebrations from Mr 
Fitz and the fans who actually knew what was going on.  With the game ending 1-1 in normal 
time the winner was to be decided by penalties, a cruel way to decide such an even and well 
thought battle. 

The reality was that one of these teams would go home with nothing the other with bragging 
rights for at least 10 minutes.  

Penalties really could go either way and it was hard to call.  

With all the players camped round the edge of the D it took a brave person to step up and take 
the first penalty, Harrison set the tone smashing his penalty into the bottom corner giving the 
goalie no chance and CN the lead, in reply Shay drew the team’s level again with an equally 
spectacular penalty, this continued for the next 2 sets of penalties with the goalies having no 
chance with some very well taken penalties.  At 3-3 came the game changing moment Jack the 
hero from earlier blasted his penalty high and wide of the goal giving FS their first glimpse of 
taking the lead in the game and the realisation they could be crowned champions. Joe slotted 
home his penalty with ease leaving CN with the task of needing to score or they were out. 
George did well under pressure to score and at least put some pressure back on FS. Big Dom 
was the man given the task of scoring the all-important penalty which would mean FS would be 
crowned champions, he put the ball on the spot and with a big smile ran up and smashed the 
ball into the bottom corner to bring a melee of celebrations from FS. CN played extremely well 
throughout the tournament and took their defeat very well shaking hands with the newly 
crowned champions .  

Mr Parker 

Mrs Harrison  

Year 9 Inter Tutor Group Football Competition 

York High School students have been given the fantastic opportunity of spending a three day 
residential in Stratford-upon-Avon working with the Royal Shakespeare Company. Four plac-
es were available and pupils had to write a letter of application and, if they were selected, had 
to give an active presentation on Shakespeare to the York High School Shakespeare ensem-
ble. The standard of the presentations were outstanding and Miss Long and Miss Albin were 
very proud to see the pupils showing such passion and enthusiasm for the subject. After 
much deliberation, the four lucky pupils attending are: Joshua Jackson Y10, Ellie Smith, Elea-
nor Thornton and Charlotte McBratney, all Y9. These pupils have been selected to be our 
York High School Shakespeare Ambassadors along with Eleanor Gibson, Katelyn Lozhkin, 
Lucy Brown, Xenedra Greenwood and Chloe Cummings as all have shown a great interest 
and commitment in Shakespeare and the ensemble.  
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School Uniform  

York High School is beginning a new working partnership with the Jon Egging Trust which will allow a 

small group of Year 8 pupils to take part in a unique programme called Blue Skies.  The Jon Egging 

Trust was set up in the autumn of 2011, as a legacy to the ambition of Flight Lieutenant Jon Egging, to 

provide young people with the opportunity to increase their skills and realise their potential, thus equip-

ping them with the tools necessary to reach their goals.  The Blue Skies programme focuses on inspir-

ing teamwork and leadership and involves a number of one day activities both at York High School and 

at RAF bases in the local area.  The programme will take place over four months, from March to June 

and will lead to a BTEC WorkSkills qualification. This is a very exciting new project for us and one we 

hope will roll out across future year groups.   

Watch this space for updates. 

Jon Egging Trust 

Natural colour hair only 

 

White shirt with collar 

YHS tie 

 

V neck jumper: 

KS3 Royal Blue 

KS4 Black 

 

 

Black school trousers/ 

Black skirt with  

black opaque tights 

 

 

Plain black  

shoes 

Jewellery: 

Watch 

Single pair of stud earrings 

Medical alert pendant 

 

P.E. Uniform 

Outdoor PE top / Indoor PE top 

Plain Black Tracksuit Bottoms      

or Shorts 

Trainers 
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Year 10 Mock Exam Timetable 

PLTS Day 

On Friday 7th February Year 8 ventured out with the Art, Design and Technology Faculty for a 
'Personal, Learning Thinking Skills' day at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park in Wakefield.   

All students had to put their independent thinking skills and teamwork to the test, map read-

ing the Faculty round miles of landscape whilst seeking out all the unique and inspiring pieces 

of Art that included works by Tom Price. Year 10 Art, Design and Technology ambassadors 

were a credit to York High School setting a fan-

tastic example as role models and  

leaders for their peers. Not even the mud or rain 

in the afternoon stopped the determination of 

these intrepid explorers trekking round the lake, 

through the trees and across the fields in search 

of sculpture, resulting in a fun and fulfilling day 

for all.  

 

Well done and thanks to all involved, Mrs  

Underwood 

Date 08.30 - 09.30 AM Length   2.00 - 3.00PM Length 

Friday 

28th Feb 

AQA English 

iGCSE English 
1hr   

  

French 

  

1hr 

            

Monday 
3rd March 

Resistant Materials 1hr   
Food 

Graphics 
1hr 

Tuesday 

4th March 
Maths 1hr   PE 1hr 

            

Monday 

10th 
March 

  

Geography 

  

1hr 

  
  History 1hr 
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Child Development  

As a part of York Literature Festival, The 
famous poet, and radio 4 broadcaster 
Kate Fox will be in school working with 
60 students on a poetry writing and Per-
formance project called ‘Pens and 
Tongues’ on March 12

th
.  

Watch this space for more news! 

We had 300 Year 6 pupils from 7 of our local primary 
schools  visit us at York High School to solve Maths 
problems over the course of a day. 

The pupils were from Carr Junior, Hob Moor, Westfield, 
Woodthorpe, St Barnabas, Poppleton Road and Acomb 
Primary. 

They worked in groups of 4 supported by different York 
High School pupils. A good day was had by all involved 
in the session. We were impressed by their Maths skills 
and fierce competition and we hope to see many of 
them back here in September.  

Puzzles 

Active Kids  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids has been making a difference in schools since 2005, providing the tools to 
educate young people about healthy eating and being active – and inspiring them to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. 

It’s easy to help kids get active – get involved and donate your Active Kids vouchers to us at schools. 

We are happy to accept your vouchers in person or by post. Just collect vouchers when you shop in 
Sainsbury’s stores, petrol stations or for groceries online, donate them and we can exchange them for 
equipment and experiences from their catalogue. 

 

 

Our Year 10 Child Development are going on an outing this week with their real care babies. To 
give them an idea of what its like getting around and doing the shopping. They will be visiting Moth-
ercare and Babies R Us to look at  the ranges, costs and quality of all the different types of equip-
ment. Following this they will  go for some lunch at Frankie and Bennys to look at the different nutri-
tion on the menu and how to occupy the children while eating. 

The Year 10 group have also been visiting our partner primary West-
field to work  at the Childrens Centre taking part in the baby massage 
group and also observing at Cheeky Monkeys, Kaleidoscope and the 
nursery as well as learning some basics on creative play.   
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York High School 
Cornlands Road 
York YO24 3WZ 

Telephone: 01904 555500 
Fax: 01904 788998 

reception@yorkhighschool.co.uk www.yorkhighschool.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook to stay up to date with al the latest News and Events.  

To ‘Like’ our official Facebook page go to the  

homepage of our school website and click on the Facebook  icon.  

 To receive future copies of YHS News by email and in full colour 

please contact k.tattersfield@yorkhighschool.co.uk with your 

child’s name and tutor group 

Spring Term 

Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February - Half Term Holidays 

Friday 4th April - Last Day of Term 

 

Summer Term 
Tuesday 22nd April - Start of New Term 

Monday 5th May - Bank Holiday 

Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May - Half Term Holidays 

Friday 27th June - Training Day 

Friday 18th July - Last Day of Summer Term 

Monday 21st July - Training Day 

Tuesday 22nd July - Training Day 

Term Dates  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=follow+us+on+twitter+logo&um=1&safe=vss&sa=N&biw=1280&bih=852&hl=en&tbm=isch&tbnid=r6-UhPsPGWzYSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ttsportshorses.co.uk/page11.html&docid=zpb8X5Xzk3o1QM&imgurl=http://www.ttsportshorses.co.uk/Follow_us_on_

