
Today’s assembly is about…
Post-16 Options 

GCSEs are Level 1/2 qualifications

You will need these to progress 

onto Level 3 qualifications

If you do not secure English 

Language & Maths, you will have to 

resit them, regardless of your Post-

16 option. 



Today’s assembly is about…
Post-16 Options 

Level 3 qualification 

options and where 

they’re based. 

Plus, new V Level qualifications, starting September 2027 in 

Digital; Education & Early Years; Finance and Accounting.
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● Equivalent to 3 A Levels, 2 year course;

● Approximately 45 day work experience placement;

● York College - 15 options, inc: Science, Marketing, Education & 

Early Years, Electrical Installation;

● Askham Bryan - 4 options, inc: Animal Management, Horticulture, 

Agriculture;

● Assessed through exams & a task from an employer;

● Graded: Pass, Merit, Distinction, Distinction*
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● Vary in length from 6 months to 2 years;

● Often have to start at Level 2 to gain industry-relevant experience;

● Some involve 1 day a week at training provider (e.g YC / ABC / 

Derwent Training), others involve block placements at college;

● Very competitive - limited number of places;

● Minimum wage is £8 per hour; 

● Require Eng/Maths, or you must resit during programme;

● Search available options on the government website

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeships?location=York,%20North%20Yorkshire&distance=10&sort=DistanceAsc
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● L3 course - usually, you take 3 subjects;

● Can involve some coursework, but largely assessed by linear 

exams (like GCSEs);

● York College, All Saints Sixth Form, Huntington Sixth Form, Fulford 

Sixth Form, Archbishop Holgate’s Sixth Form, Joseph Rowntree
● Higher entry requirements - often at least 5 grade 5s, plus up to a 

grade 6 in the subject being studied

● Cannot be completed without Grade 4 English Lang & Maths



Today’s assembly is about…
Post-16 Options 

● BTECs - often classroom-based, with some hands-on experience. 

Over time, they are being phased out in favour of V Levels

● V Levels - starting September 2027 in Digital; Education & Early 

Years; Finance & Accounting

● Designed to be taken alongside A Levels - they will be equivalent 

to 1 A Level

V Levels / BTECs
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Post-16 Options 

● Universities (in general) accept all of these Post-16 qualifications;

● Start thinking about what you might be interested in studying;

● Aspirations appointment with Rachel

6th forms & ABC have not yet 

announced open events, but 

information is available on their 

website. You can also email for 

more information. 
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